
407Ballacolla - Baile Cholla

Laois

A

49

Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór libh. Thank you for 
your excellent submission and accompanying documents. Your 4-year plan is excellent in that it is concise and 
relevant to your area. To improve on it please let us know the status of the project i.e. not started, in progress or 
completed. In addition, please make sure all categories are covered in the plan. I enjoyed reading the history of the 
parish, for an outsider like myself it gives a great sense of the people and the place. Thanks too for the information 
on the yellowhammer, I think this gives you an opportunity to do something unique in the biodiversity category. 
Great to see such an active committee, you are correct to say that TidyTowns has been a great outlet for men over 
the years, long before the Men’s Shed movement, but we would encourage you to be more inclusive now. There are 
lots of jobs that need to be undertaken such as social media and PRO, these could be undertaken by someone new 
from the community. Your secretary should be commended for the work they are currently undertaking on behalf of 
the committee in promoting the work of TidyTowns. 
One of the most important activities TidyTowns undertake is advocating on their community’s behalf with statutory 
agencies. It is great to see you have been successful in securing funding for some of your projects, keep up this 
good work. 
I am heartened to see you working with the local school and young people. The National school   is such a great 
asset for your community, considering that both the Garda Station and Post Office have both closed down. I didn’t 
see a green flag flying at the school If they aren’t already involved with this environmental education programme you 
might encourage them to get in contact with the EAO from Laois County Council. I particularly like the idea of 
students being asked to design the sign for the water filling station.
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Your project at St. Patrick’s Hall was a delight to see, a great choice of paving. The area is well maintained and has 
some lovely features including a lovely gate. The waterbutt here needs a bit of attention. 
The crossroads is the focal point of your village and is well presented, giving a good overall impression. Although I 
would though recommend you look at making some slight improvements in terms of trimming the tress, so they 
don’t obscure this signage and look at refreshing the seat with a bit of paint.   You rightly point out that the GAA club 
is the focal point of your community, I congratulate them on their achievements in the Hurling Championship. I 
thought the whole complex, including the newly laid road surface and surrounding area was fabulous. I could just 
imagine what the atmosphere must be like on Championship days standing on the slight hill overlooking the 
beautiful pitch and the surrounding countryside, a credit to the dedication of the  community.
 It is unfortunate that there is some dereliction, but as you will already know dereliction can be complicated. 
Hopefully these sites will get resolved and new housing can be provided.
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Your green spaces at St. Patrick’s Hall and the GAA complex are good examples of well-maintained areas.  The 
wildlife park and walkway are a great additions to your community. It is one of the best I have seen, as the wildlife 
parks adds a lot of variety to the walkway, another great project for you.  The flower beds with the planted lavender 
were full of bees the day I visited I counted at least 6. It demonstrates that interventions like these are working in 
terms of attracting and supporting pollinators. 
Thanks for submitting the photograph of the daffodils, it is important to have projects running all year round.

The item that generated most interest for me was the yellowhammer sightings in your area, a bird that is 
unfortunately in decline in Ireland. You have already identified one project to support the population of 
yellowhammers, in terms of planting berry bearing tree species. However , I would be interested to know if you 
could undertake any projects with the local farming community to ensure that this bird is protected in your area, as 
they are dependent on the production of cereal crops. Your local Birdwatch Ireland member and local farmers might 
be able to help with some ideas. 
Your wildlife park is a nice example of providing some woodland habitat and it is encouraging to see a variety of tree 
species, birds and fungi thriving in it. 
I saw that you have a local beekeeper, a valuable addition to the biodiversity of the area. I would encourage you to 
continue to plant species that attract pollinators.

On the day of my adjudication Ballacoola was litter free. The recycling centre was clean and litter free, I even 
checked in behind it, well done, always a good sign in my mind. There is a bin outside Hawthorn Lodge that I think 
could be replaced and I wonder if all 4 bins are needed at the cross roads. 
Great to see so many young people and family groups doing litter picking. Bending ones back to pick up other 
people’s litter is not any easy task and all of us in TidyTowns appreciate your efforts in this regard.
I have mentioned previously about tidying up the area at crossroads in terms of the seating and tree pruning. 
The mutt mitt bins are a welcome addition, please make sure they are kept stocked, but do encourage locals dog 
walkers to get into the habit of bringing their own bag.

Thank you for taking on the advice from last year’s adjudicator by installing a water tap for walkers and GAA 
players. You recognise now that the challenge is to get people to use it, so well done on organising the competition 
to design a sign. As a proud hurling club, I would now ask you to consider doing a hurley reuse project. Kids grow 
out of them and they can be easily passed down to the next team, often only a new grip is needed. You might 
encourage somebody from within the club to consider doing this. 
Let us know next year what you use the water from the water butts for and make sure they are all fully operational.

Keep up the good work in this category and try to do one to two projects per year, focus on the areas of transport, 
energy, reduce reuse and repair.

It was clear to me that residents are taking great pride in their homes. I admired the homes up from  Coach 
O’Leary’s all the way up  Hawthorn lodge. St Fergal’s Park was very well presented, credit to those looking after it.

The approach roads to the village are very welcoming and I like the name stones. It is great to see that you have 
adapted your verge trimming to allow more wildflower species to establish, this shows a good understating of what 
the competition is now all about.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

I was very impressed with what I saw in Ballacoola, especially the area around the GAA grounds and St. Patrick’s 
Hall. It is clear you have a very active community and that there is strong identity and spirt within the area, well 
done , ba chóir daoibh a bheith bródúil asaibh féin


