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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.

Firstly, thank you for your submission, maps and other documents. Your submission was of a very high standard, 
professionally laid out and all encompassing. The links to other information were very useful. The only feedback I 
would have is maybe there is a little too much general detail on a large number of projects.  I would have liked 
additional information with results and outcomes on smaller number of the projects being undertaken. It is useful to 
know, as an adjudicator, if the work your group is undertaking is worthwhile and delivering the desired results.  This 
is a very minor thing and perhaps something to consider for next year.

I utilised both the paper map and the interactive map you supplied. I found the interactive map useful for finding my 
way around but on the phone, it was a bit finicky and at times the 4g let me down. As the technology improves, I see 
this as being the way forward. Thank you for your efforts in this regard, it is great to show innovation. It is not 
possible to comment on everything I saw during my adjudication, but be assured, I visited everywhere that you had 
on the map, except for the community garden. (I couldn’t get access). All comments here are constructive and for 
your group to consider over the next number of years.

It is clear that you have benefited from forward planning with numerous plans in place. These are comprehensive 
and it is clear that you are following them. Make sure over the winter that you evaluate all your projects and stay 
focused on what is important. A lot is being asked of so few. The level of commitment being shown by your 
committee is incredible. It is clear that you have a strong leadership structure and that you have the support of the 
community. It is no surprise that you recently won the Pride of Place award and Ireland’s Best Kept Small Town 
2022,  Comhghairdeas libh

It is great to see you are engaging with young people and thinking of succession. It is fantastic that you are passing 
on your knowledge to the next generation and being so inclusive. As the saying goes  Céard a dhéanfadh mac an 
chait ach luch a mharú It is fantastic you have the involvement of the CE Scheme, I observed them on the day of my 
adjudication, busy on main street, sweeping and cleaning. Those on CE schemes are the cornerstone of Tidy 
Towns throughout the Country and I applaud their work. 
You are terrific communicators with a great story to tell.  I was pleased to see all your awards in Anita’s Hair Salon. I 
would also encourage you to have a notice board in the local Supervalu. As the competition sponsor, I am sure they 
would be only delighted to be associated with such a successful committee. 
    
Finally, in this category, keep up the conversations with Local Authority personnel, there may be a new one to add 
to the list. Each local authority now has a Vacant Homes Officer, it would be helpful to have a conversation with 
them if or when they are appointed.
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Finally, in this category, keep up the conversations with Local Authority personnel, there may be a new one to add 
to the list. Each local authority now has a Vacant Homes Officer, it would be helpful to have a conversation with 
them if or when they are appointed.

Any visitor to Abbeyleix will be taken by the Streetscape. There are architectural gems everywhere, not just on the 
main street. The tree lined avenue was a joy to behold. The Market House with its new coat of paint is a fantastic 
centre piece to the Town. So many of these building lie empty around the Country, you are blessed to have it. It was 
great to see so many independent businesses in the town, on the day I was there many seemed to be thriving. I was 
also delighted to see a notice in Morrissey’s window to say it would reopen in July. I was only in it the once and I 
don’t think I am overstating it by saying it is one of the iconic pubs of Ireland. I also noted the following properties, 
Supervalu, McEvoy’s Bank of Ireland, Bergin’s, Anthology, Mooney’s and Anita’s and the St Vincent’s shop.  There 
were many more and it is clear that all property owners are making efforts to assist you. 

Dereliction can be complicated, and it takes a long time to improve so I would encourage you not to get 
disheartened with the slow progress with some properties, focus and celebrate on the successes you have achieved 
so far. 

The public places that you are looking after were also very impressive. The Gairdín Cuimhneacháin was very nicely 
presented as was the fountain at the other end of the town. So too was the GAA club and Tennis facility. It was 
great to see the crèche using the facilities on a nice summer day. Sharing facilities like this is great for communities. 
The green bollards and the paintings on the ESB boxes and the canopy and new wind breaker in the town centre 
were also noted. 
A number of challenges for your group next year would be to address the laneway down to a few houses on the 
north end of the town beside a restaurant they could have been presented better. Maybe engagement with 
homeowners might help. An old planning notice still stuck to lovely railings of Epworth Hall should also be removed.. 
The wall at the National school could do with a coat of paint (it was otherwise excellently presented).d. These are all 
minor items and do not detract in any way from the work you are undertaking, just some suggestions.

Your new mowing regime in this category shows a good grasp of what this competition has become in terms of 
promoting biodiversity and adhering to the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan. I was impressed with the verge trimming along 
the approach road. It kept the verge along the road clear of vegetation which I think is important from a road safety 
perspective. I was unable to access the community garden, but it is clear from your submission that it is a hive of 
activity! I hope the food from the BBQ tasted nice. The area around the Heritage Centre is well cared for, particularly 
the. roundabout and garden, There are however one or two raised beds that require a bit of TLC. The area beside 
the Parish Office/Temperance Street was particularly well landscaped in terms of the mature trees that are there. I 
also though a nice job had been done at the planters at the bus stop.

This is a very strong category for you, the scope of work you are undertaking is very impressive. It is also a category 
where you have demonstrated success, providing me with details of what species you have identified. In your the 
submission two projects impressed me. Firstly, the dipper project, what a wonderful bird. The video you had linked 
on the application of them feeding their young was great to see. This is evidence that your interventions in providing 
a habitat is working. Also, your traditional hay meadow, not only are you encouraging biodiversity you are also 
keeping traditions alive. 

I took an hour to walk a trail in Abbeyleix bog. What a gem. As I wandered further into the forest and the noise of 
traffic diminished it became apparent how lucky your community is to have this resource. I can only imagine how 
important it was during Covid restrictions. The boardwalk was truly wonderful, but it did make me wonder how 
ground nesting birds are being protected. You might let us know next year. I noted you have Rhododendron in the 
forest. While not easy to control, hopefully there is a plan in place to help manage it. The one piece of feedback is, 
that like previous adjudicators I found it hard to find (maybe you are keeping it a secret), I didn’t realise parking was 
available at the back of the hotel. So perhaps a signpost at the hotel entrance would help visitors to the town. I was 
also glad of a coffee at end of my walk and the outdoor coffee shop is a welcome addition to the local economy. 

I also noted the following in this category, the wonderful allotments, tree planting at First Spirit Ireland, work 
undertaken at St Michaels and All Angels as well as looking at some of the videos you have provided on Facebook 
with the ecologist. Keep up this great work, it is now one of the most important interventions that Tidy Towns groups 
are undertaking.

This is hard category to see on the ground, so it is one I would recommend you provide further details on the results 
that have been achieved in your submission. For example  much energy has the school saved since it got its energy 
upgrade, how many kids are cycling to school (I noted that there was no cycle lane to the school, something to 
consider) I would also like you to include more reduce, reuse, repair into this category. Simple things like promoting 
reusable coffee cups (neither coffee shops I visited had signs, although Mueller and O'Connell Bakery gladly 
accepted my cup and gave me a lovely coffee). A water refill station in the car park of the hotel at the end of the 
walk and at the GAA complex would also be good initiatives under this category.  I am glad to hear that you are 
engaging with CARO and I look forward to seeing the results of this collaboration. Your climate communications 
collaboration is also very good, and I congratulate all those involved on receipt of their excellence in local 
government award. Also, congratulations to Abbeyleix Women’s Development Group on winning the 2021 MyWaste 
Upcycle Challenge.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



Whilst the standard of litter control was very good in the town, I did observe a lot of litter in the playground beside 
the heritage centre on the morning of my visit. I understand that this is out of your control. It is an area that I think 
one of the solar compacting bins that you mention in your submission would work within your town. In my 
experience these types of bins are best suited and work best in areas that can experience periodic high volume of 
litter but aren’t serviced daily.   Don’t let this set you back, this adjudicator knows how hard it is to control litter and it 
is very hard to pick up litter left by others, your efforts in this category are so important. The “invisible hour” is 
another great new initiative that will be replicated by others. I also saw your “bin your butt” bins outside one of the 
pubs and noted it was new from your Facebook page.  I hope public houses get involved and take responsibility for 
these bins for you.

engaging with CARO and I look forward to seeing the results of this collaboration. Your climate communications 
collaboration is also very good, and I congratulate all those involved on receipt of their excellence in local 
government award. Also, congratulations to Abbeyleix Women’s Development Group on winning the 2021 MyWaste 
Upcycle Challenge.

I visited all the housing estates on your map and was impressed by their standard of care. I particularly liked, The 
Fairways, Laburnum Close, Thornberry, Balladine Drive, de Vesci Hill (great to see houses close to completion), 
Temperance Street, Vesey Close and all the estates in Slí na nÓr area. It is evident that all residents appreciate 
living in the area. 
The residential houses on the main street are also very impressive, great to see work ongoing on some (railings 
getting painted) and for sale and sold signs on others. The one area that needed attention has already been 
mentioned.

All approach roads were very well presented, and I noted your mowing of the outer verge only on a few of them, all 
these interventions (or lack of them!) help. Also noted as stated previously is the planting of trees at the factory and 
hedge planting , I’d be interested to know here what species you planted.

It was a pleasure being asked to visit Abbeyleix and to be second round adjudicator for the 2022 SuperValu 
TidyTowns competition.  We had visited Abbeyleix many times as a tourist and so we were delighted to get the 
opportunity to see it from a more critical viewpoint. Thank you for your application form (very long) with photographs 
showing the projects undertaken and your map.  Have you a 3-5 Year Action Plan where all projects/activities to be 
undertaken and those unfinished during the current year are indicated.  We found your map a little unclear and 
truthfully, we came upon some of your projects by sheer good luck! Attach a legend with the projects clearly marked 
which correspond to the numbers on the map to help the adjudicators – this will ensure firstly that you include the 
projects and secondly that the adjudicators can locate them. 
Your neat, tidy streets give a very good first impression to the visitor.   Your town has many fine buildings which add 
to its architectural merit including the John Semple designed CofI church and its adjacent school, the RC church of 
the Holy Rosary, Heritage House, the Viscount de Vesci Memorial Hall – now the beautifully renovated public 
library, the old Courthouse and the two Vesci memorial fountains.  Add to this the great buildings on the Main Street 
and those on Market Square all of which add greatly to the character of your town.  We admired the work 
undertaken around the Square – compliments to Laois Co Co – and the new seating area is very welcoming. 
Hopefully seats with picnic tables and additional canopies will be added to make this a meeting/dining area too.   
Like many rural towns in Ireland, you have some unoccupied buildings which detracts a little from the streetscape 
and we see that you are trying to resolve this problem. We commend you on the work you have done to date and 
we encourage you to continue.  
The green paint of the street furniture is an excellent choice and besides being acceptable to the visually impaired 
community it also blends in with the vegetation and therefore the streetscape. Some of the utility boxes had been 
painted – is this something you hope to continue annually? We agree with the inclusion of directional signs on the 
utility boxes. You have some fine flat iron and wrought iron gates in the town and surrounding area which add to its 
architectural character and we noted an unusual one with four harps – a local blacksmith design? 
You have a great array of planters, hanging baskets and window boxes along the streets which add great colour to 
the town. We love that you suggested a list of pollinator-friendly planting and hopefully some members of the 
community will also take on board your suggestion for winter planting to help our bees in February. 
We were delighted to see that Áras Naomh Bríd had a small vegetable area and polytunnel.  Perhaps some of your 
committee could get involved and help them to increase their work in this area.  We were delighted to see the trees 
around the boundary fences – some had suckers growing which should be removed. Also check the tree stakes and 
remove those no longer required.  
We visited Dove House Community Garden and saw, through locked gates, some of the features.  We’ll have to 
wait for another day when the gardens reopen to make a full visit.  
Some of the signs into residential areas are slightly hidden behind planting – cut this back so that the sign is visible.  
Also remove briars from these planting beds.  There are great displays of mature trees in the well-kept green 
spaces in the residential areas and in addition many houses and boundary walls had been recently painted giving a 
pleasant aspect.  We noted that weedkiller had been applied to the base of trees and poles – advise the residents to 
avoid this. A trim with a clipping shears every few weeks is all that’s needed to keep the spaces looking good.  
The bog project is excellent – unfortunately time did not permit a long visit. 
The old Cork Road the N77 passes through your town and even though the M7 takes the main Dublin/Cork traffic, 
your town was very busy with large trucks and cars the day we visited.  The entrance roads were neatly trimmed 
and the landscaped in an acceptable manner. The lettering on the Pride of Place large stone should be carefully 
painted in white so that it is visible to the motorists – at the moment it is lost in the background.  
The playground and area around the Heritage Centre are inviting. Remove the broken playground rules sign and 
paint the timbers at the bike racks.  Remove the Dale Farm sign … signs like these are clutter and detract from an 
area and so we encourage you to ask the businesses to resist the temptation to add them. Remove the growth 
which is choaking the new hedging along the Heritage Centre wall.  We also noted that the planting beds and pond 
area were unkempt – but perhaps this is outside of your control. Here too trees need suckers removed. 
We note your plans for community notices but we might suggest something else.  Ask the area engineer to provide 
a Community Notice Board on the main entrance roads to the town, painted black and measuring 2.4m x 2.4m, 
where all notices can be displayed for the period needed.  Then all posters and signs attached to lampposts, fences 
etc are removed.  

We recommend that you improve your Application Form and map.  Please wait until a project/activity is completed 
before it is included in the Application Form. All Future (Unfinished) Projects should be in a 3-5 Year Plan and not in 
the Application Form. We also recommend a reduction in the wording for many of the projects/activities/news items.  
You had 14 pages alone on Community Involvement …..  Adjudicators, unfortunately, do not have the time to read 
long application forms with web links and also inspect the projects. We do not need a detailed breakdown of the 
work undertaken by each residential estate, road works, applications made, species of plants grown, etc. etc. etc. 
With regards to the map, many projects you talked about in your submission were not indicated /marked on the map 
and it was by sheer luck/fluke that some of your projects were located. Be reassured that your application is good 
and these recommendations are to assist you advance to award winning standards.  

It was a pleasure to visit Abbeyleix again. You are involved in a great many projects which is to your credit.  Well 
done on your hard work which is reaping its just rewards.  
We agree with the marks awarded by the previous adjudicator.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Second Round Adjudication:

Concluding Remarks:

I really enjoyed exploring your town, it is a remarkable place, full of character. I am so impressed by all your efforts 
especially in trying to address dereliction and biodiversity. It is clear to me why you are operating in the upper 
echelons of the competition and you demonstrate a great pride in your area and environment. All my observations 
are from an outsider’s perspective, so I hope you find them of benefit. Good luck with all your future efforts – 
coimeádaigí suas an dea obair



We visited Dove House Community Garden and saw, through locked gates, some of the features.  We’ll have to 
wait for another day when the gardens reopen to make a full visit.  
Some of the signs into residential areas are slightly hidden behind planting – cut this back so that the sign is visible.  
Also remove briars from these planting beds.  There are great displays of mature trees in the well-kept green 
spaces in the residential areas and in addition many houses and boundary walls had been recently painted giving a 
pleasant aspect.  We noted that weedkiller had been applied to the base of trees and poles – advise the residents to 
avoid this. A trim with a clipping shears every few weeks is all that’s needed to keep the spaces looking good.  
The bog project is excellent – unfortunately time did not permit a long visit. 
The old Cork Road the N77 passes through your town and even though the M7 takes the main Dublin/Cork traffic, 
your town was very busy with large trucks and cars the day we visited.  The entrance roads were neatly trimmed 
and the landscaped in an acceptable manner. The lettering on the Pride of Place large stone should be carefully 
painted in white so that it is visible to the motorists – at the moment it is lost in the background.  
The playground and area around the Heritage Centre are inviting. Remove the broken playground rules sign and 
paint the timbers at the bike racks.  Remove the Dale Farm sign … signs like these are clutter and detract from an 
area and so we encourage you to ask the businesses to resist the temptation to add them. Remove the growth 
which is choaking the new hedging along the Heritage Centre wall.  We also noted that the planting beds and pond 
area were unkempt – but perhaps this is outside of your control. Here too trees need suckers removed. 
We note your plans for community notices but we might suggest something else.  Ask the area engineer to provide 
a Community Notice Board on the main entrance roads to the town, painted black and measuring 2.4m x 2.4m, 
where all notices can be displayed for the period needed.  Then all posters and signs attached to lampposts, fences 
etc are removed.  

We recommend that you improve your Application Form and map.  Please wait until a project/activity is completed 
before it is included in the Application Form. All Future (Unfinished) Projects should be in a 3-5 Year Plan and not in 
the Application Form. We also recommend a reduction in the wording for many of the projects/activities/news items.  
You had 14 pages alone on Community Involvement …..  Adjudicators, unfortunately, do not have the time to read 
long application forms with web links and also inspect the projects. We do not need a detailed breakdown of the 
work undertaken by each residential estate, road works, applications made, species of plants grown, etc. etc. etc. 
With regards to the map, many projects you talked about in your submission were not indicated /marked on the map 
and it was by sheer luck/fluke that some of your projects were located. Be reassured that your application is good 
and these recommendations are to assist you advance to award winning standards.  

It was a pleasure to visit Abbeyleix again. You are involved in a great many projects which is to your credit.  Well 
done on your hard work which is reaping its just rewards.  
We agree with the marks awarded by the previous adjudicator.


