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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.  Welcome to the 2022 
National Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition Windgap. Many thanks for your entry, it was wonderful to read about 
and visit your village.  Also, you have restarted entering the competition since 2015, well done. No doubt your 
community work has been ongoing but really delighted to see you back making submissions.  This was reflected in 
your Endeavour Awards!   For a small village you have a large committee and non-committee volunteers – over 
10% of your population which is a great sign of how inclusive you are being and support the community gives in 
return. It is wonderful to see the joined-up thinking between Tidy Towns and the Community Development Group – 
resources can be scarce so brainstorming projects of mutual benefit will make sure you get great ‘bang for your 
buck’! New volunteers and new families moving into an area can offer a fresh pair of eyes and I see you have 
encouraged this – Tidy Towns is all about inclusivity and you are doing this really well, congratulations.  No doubt 
the creation of the Men’s Shed will be a great asset for your work and vice versa.  From the list of agencies and 
other organizations you work with it is clear you place a strong emphasis on partnership and collaboration.    It 
seems you are reaping the benefits of this approach with mentoring from Kilkenny County Council as well as being 
showcased in Pride of Place – take a bow Windgap, being chosen for such an accolade (whether you win it or not) 
is something you should all be extremely proud of.  Your submission was clearly laid out and the hand drawn map 
was both clear and beautifully crafted.  Maybe next year in the map legend identify the projects based on category 
and whether they are N, M or FP. Also have you scanned the original – next year you could then overlay the 
projects? Finally, I appreciate that aligning your projects to the UN SDGs can be hard to grasp, but please try next 
year to do per project.  In time you will see the benefits of this, both in terms of reporting but also developing new 
projects. The Tidy Towns website has advice on to report on SDGs – make sure to check it out. Keep up this great 
work.
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I would like to congratulate you on the house and lands opposite the church.  Whilst with NAMA this was outside 
your control but you have done what all Tidy Towns groups are excellent at – advocating for change and reaching 
out to new owners, offering support and letting them know the community support them in improving the 
streetscape.  I look forward to seeing how this progresses in the future.  The repairs to the Old Glanbia building are 
to be welcomed – was it Tidy Towns who leveraged this grant aid from the Heritage Council? If so, make sure to 
take ownership of it – something that wasn’t 100% clear in the form.  The sculpture is very nice and a lovely 
connection to an older way of life that is now reflected in a piece of public art.  The League House looks well with its 
new coat of paint as does the Scoil San Nioclás.  As you cleverly point out in the form this work actually 
compliments 3 categories!  The playground looked really well, a great mix of structured and natural play elements.  
Also, a special mention to the Community Centre.  Congratulations on accessing funding to repair the Grotto; to see 
you are following a pre prepared Conservation Plan shows how tidy towns groups are excellent at following best 
practice; something we are obliged to do to protect our heritage for this and future generations.  I very much enjoyed 
the poetry on your Village Loop – one line in particular stood out for me which seemed to encapsulate the village.  It 
was written by Kathleen Moran: A community of friends, who always come together when help or hope is needed, 
Supporting one another, Through the journey of life.  Also a shout-out to Helen Hawe and her lovely reference to the 
Tidy Towns Group in ‘Wellspring’.
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compliments 3 categories!  The playground looked really well, a great mix of structured and natural play elements.  
Also, a special mention to the Community Centre.  Congratulations on accessing funding to repair the Grotto; to see 
you are following a pre prepared Conservation Plan shows how tidy towns groups are excellent at following best 
practice; something we are obliged to do to protect our heritage for this and future generations.  I very much enjoyed 
the poetry on your Village Loop – one line in particular stood out for me which seemed to encapsulate the village.  It 
was written by Kathleen Moran: A community of friends, who always come together when help or hope is needed, 
Supporting one another, Through the journey of life.  Also a shout-out to Helen Hawe and her lovely reference to the 
Tidy Towns Group in ‘Wellspring’.

Well done on all the hard work with removing invasive species near the Grotto – again like the Conservation Plan 
you have taken the correct route and engaged with a professional in Kilkenny County Council on the best way to 
manage it.  This is vitally important as sometimes, despite our best intentions, we could end up doing more harm 
than good – but not here!  The new planting will provide wonderful colour throughout the year as well as an 
important food source for pollinators.  I would have loved to have heard more about the recyclable seating – or 
should it be it was made from recycled material?

Well done to your group, the Men’s Shed and the generous donations from the public with regard to the two 
polytunnels – one was in full operation on the day of adjudication with the second mid-construction.  You are getting 
the most out of them what with the local students managing one, a planned horticultural course and fruit and 
vegetables being grown and used locally – a great way to cut down on unnecessary air miles and create a more 
sustainable community.  The fruit trees being located beside the wildflower area has created a buffet for local 
pollinators as well as other birds, mammals and insects.  Definitely a case here of getting points in this category and 
Sustainability – Doing More with Less!  There is a wide expanse of green area – could your pollinator area be 
expanded?  Also make sure to cut and collect the grass annually – the area looked to be dominated by rank 
grassland. Was a season missed?  Operation Diversity was a great initiative and well done to the local school and 
Glanbia for their support.  Not only will the trees in the school be important for wildlife and positively impacting the 
biodiversity crisis but by offering a tree to every student you have spread out the ecological benefits throughout the 
community and are positively impacting climate change!  It didn’t say but I hope you entered the Tree Special Award 
with this project!  It was good to get advice from a horticulturist – not all cotoneaster is suitable (some is actually 
invasive!) but Cotoneaster conspicuus is recommended under the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan.  The way in which the 
school has used a construction/landscaping project to involve kids – especially the ASD class – is inspiring, well 
done to all involved.  Also, a wonderful learning initiative for students on where vegetables come from and then 
getting to bring the fruit of their labour home – I wonder how the Kale went down!  On wildflower seeds – bear in 
mind sowing these on grass can have limited success and it is important to ensure their providence.  It would be 
interesting to change the cutting regime (like you have done elsewhere) and monitor the change in plant diversity – 
the Biodiversity Data Centre have lots of excellent resources. The pond is an excellent habitat to have locally, 
wetlands are decreasing globally and are important for wildlife as well as being a positive climate action.  It also 
seems to be a local asset with many people visiting it – nature is wonderful for Wellbeing.  There appears to have 
been some herbicide use at the carpark in the GAA Grounds, see if you can work with the club to phase this out.

On adjudication day Windgap was litterfree, well done!  Your annual litterpick (An Taisce Spring Clean?) was a 
great success and to see the collaboration with Callan, Tullahought and Kilmoganny is a classic example of how 
Tidy Towns group support each other for the common good.  As for the local students helping and getting lots of 
hurling balls – a lovely example of volunteer Karma! There were three signs on the small gate to the park – are this 
many necessary? Could they be relocated and reduced? The wall caps here could also do with painting In the GAA 
Grounds the shelters and seating could do with freshening up – perhaps a collaboration with the local club which ye 
are so good at?  On the approach to the grounds there was also some old poles stashed in behind the trees, can 
this be removed. A lovely red pedestrian gate had an old, faded sign on it that could be removed.  On the island by 
the pond there was a makeshift seat using galvanizing – it was a little rickety and could cut someone.  Maybe see 
about a safer seating area in this tranquil spot.

The new habitat mentioned in this category is better fitted into the Biodiversity category, though I appreciate that the 
reuse of deadwood is a sustainability action in itself.  The reuse of old paving is a great idea and a classic example 
of the Circular Economy as is the Horse & Cart sculpture.  You should be extremely proud of your ingenuity and 
work in this area.  You may already do this but consider sharing Sustainability Tips and ideas via your website and 
social media.  Also leverage those many partnerships you have to develop Sustainability projects with other groups 
accessing funding such as the Community Climate Action Fund.

Local residents show their support by keeping their homes to a high standard.  Maintenance of the school, GAA 
grounds and playground are more aligned with Green Areas and Landscaping.  League House and Rossenaney 
Court all looked wonderful on the day of inspection.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



All approach roads looked well and I appreciate the efforts you are going to to engage with owners to make their 
premises presentable.  On the approach from Tullahought (R698) the planting at the entrance sign was beautiful but 
some branches were overhanging and obscuring the road signage behind.  Perhaps flag this as something to be 
monitored during Summer months with the Area Engineer. Beside the Tearooms, there is temporary fencing with 
black plastic liner.  Could this be improved as it is very central and detracts from the streetscape?  Even a wooden 
gate or hanging some artwork onto the temporary fencing.

Concluding Remarks:

Keep up the wonderful work Windgap, you have a beautiful village and should be very proud of the positive impact 
you are having.


