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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Greetings 
Tullahought! I loved your application cover as it gave me an instant sense of anticipation before I got to visit in 
person as did your online video – Tullahought Church – Inside Out & Upside Down! Lots of local actors deserving 
an Oscar!  Your submission was comprehensive but I would encourage you to continue to reduce the overall size 
for future years, though major credit for reducing it from 72-48 pages – e.g. feel free to delete the guidance notes 
prior to submission – in itself this will reduce it by one/two pages.  An excellent idea to provide updates on your 
previous adjudication – maybe next year include these at the beginning of each category.  Where projects support a 
number of categories there is no need to repeat them, the adjudicator will award points in the most relevant section.  
Your map was easy to follow and well done on indicating whether this was a N, M or FP.  Your Cover Letter was a 
welcome addition and showed not only your successful history in the Competition (31 years no less) but also your 
goal of attaining a Gold Medal – something I have no doubt is within your reach so keep up the excellent work.  
Your willingness to advise and mentor other groups is the epitome of what the Tidy Towns movement is all about, 
well done! You have leveraged amazing community involvement – out of a population of 75 you have access to a 35 
committee/volunteers.  This is no doubt a reflection of how you are open to new members and ideas.  Given your 
population category it is expected that there is overlap or sharing with nearby communities e.g. Windgap and it was 
great to see this mutual recognition in your submissions.  You have reached out and engaged with an impressive list 
of agencies, bodies and organisations which has resulted in several awards.  This no doubt has helped you to build 
and maintain momentum.  

Well done on recording the old iron gates, an important part of our heritage.  By reproducing online you are ensuring 
a lasting legacy to the project.  Also consider sending a PDF of the signage to surrounding schools for use on White 
Boards.  Fieldnames are an important part of our intangible cultural heritage, by recording now we ensure their 
survival for future generations.  Along with supplying to Kilkenny County Council make sure to log them on the 
citizen science portal Meitheal Logainm.

For next year perhaps lead in each category with your New projects and then list the Maintained and Future 
Projects after.  Finally, well done on a very comprehensive and positive social media presence – another job for a 
small committee but one you have invested time and I know many people appreciate and the update on your 5 Year 
Plan which clearly has given you a clear direction on where you want your village to be.
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Well done for updating your sign to reflect your 2021 success – it is a great boost to the local community but also 
flags your achievements to visitors.   Your committee have undertaken considerable work in maintaining planters, 
signs, benches etc and this is an important part of the Tidy Towns work – whilst new projects are welcome it is 
imperative we maintain and get the most out of historical initiatives.  You should be commended for not losing sight 
of this.  Your new bench and ensuring the area is accessible to all persons is laudable.  The old milk churns were a 
wonderful, thoughtful addition to the streetscape – showcasing a connection to an older way of life whilst also 
making colorful planters.  The other churns on the way to your wildlife site were also delightful and the way you used 
the white plastic to simulate flowing milk was ingenuous.  Some projects (e.g. painting a picnic table could be 
considered under ‘Tidiness’ as could repairing the picnic table) were more aligned to other categories, don’t worry 
your work has been rewarded as so often one project can be aligned to a number of different sections.

Your nativity scenes looked great and were no doubt a welcome addition to Christmas Time in the locality – also a 
great reason as to why we assess an entrants work over 12 months.  All your signage was clean and welcoming 
and the work to the Coach House was evident on the day of adjudication – well done.  The church is a central 
feature in the village (great to see the old bell still in operation!) but other structures like the old forge, Powers and 
the community centre with public toilet were also presented to the highest standards.
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Well done for updating your sign to reflect your 2021 success – it is a great boost to the local community but also 
flags your achievements to visitors.   Your committee have undertaken considerable work in maintaining planters, 
signs, benches etc and this is an important part of the Tidy Towns work – whilst new projects are welcome it is 
imperative we maintain and get the most out of historical initiatives.  You should be commended for not losing sight 
of this.  Your new bench and ensuring the area is accessible to all persons is laudable.  The old milk churns were a 
wonderful, thoughtful addition to the streetscape – showcasing a connection to an older way of life whilst also 
making colorful planters.  The other churns on the way to your wildlife site were also delightful and the way you used 
the white plastic to simulate flowing milk was ingenuous.  Some projects (e.g. painting a picnic table could be 
considered under ‘Tidiness’ as could repairing the picnic table) were more aligned to other categories, don’t worry 
your work has been rewarded as so often one project can be aligned to a number of different sections.

Your nativity scenes looked great and were no doubt a welcome addition to Christmas Time in the locality – also a 
great reason as to why we assess an entrants work over 12 months.  All your signage was clean and welcoming 
and the work to the Coach House was evident on the day of adjudication – well done.  The church is a central 
feature in the village (great to see the old bell still in operation!) but other structures like the old forge, Powers and 
the community centre with public toilet were also presented to the highest standards.

A lot of maintenance work here, and it was evident on the day with all areas very well presented.  Importantly, given 
your rural setting you seamlessly combine more manicured maintenance with biodiversity landscaping.  Your 
Kearns Bridge work was excellent.  The way in which you have reused material as planters is a wonderful example 
of the Circular Economy and something you should be proud of.  The hedge maintenance on approach roads 
should only be undertaken by the local authority and following a risk assessment to ensure nesting birds are 
protected as prescribed under the Wildlife Act. The planters outside the church were combined with seating, making 
this area a focal point to meet and chat.  Further down at the 1916 Commemoration area the seeds planted by 
Skough Hill Playgroup was a lovely way to include others and placing their names with their thumb prints was a 
thoughtful addition.

Starting programmes is one thing, committing to multi-annual participation is another one altogether.  Your 
involvement in the Winter Bird Survey and Green Bee programme is excellent and the data collected helps to build 
up our knowledge about these species.  The Pollinator Plan has been a source of inspiration to you, as it has to so 
many other groups.  The area behind the Community Centre was wonderful as was your planting throughout the 
town.  See if there are areas you can expand this to over the coming years and make sure to continue to log these 
activities on www.pollinators.ie. 
Well done to the local farmers for their participation in REAP and declaring a wildlife reserve – your work in the 
village and this ecologically supportive approach will be mutually beneficial. Equally the support of local 
homeowners, the play school and others makes Tullahought a shining example of SDG17 – Partnership for the 
Goals which shows how collectively we can affect such positive change.  It is also great to see you making the most 
of social media to share information on biodiversity – I really enjoyed your murmuration video! 1.1k views for a 
village of 75… not bad at all and shows the power of social media in communicating positive tidy towns messages.  
I also watched the Butterfly video – keep an eye on this plant (Buddleia sp) as it can spread and become invasive.  
The wildlife area at ‘The Watering Place’ packed so much in I couldn’t believe it.  You proudly displayed your 
Pollinator Awards from 2018 & 2019 along with the Quern Stones, well, seating and planting makes this a go-to spot 
in the village.  In this area you have a sign for Alder and the Latin names as Alnus cordata, if native this should be 
Alnus glutinosa.

On the day of adjudication the village was spotless as was your Bring Centre.  Only things of note were a cats-eye 
roadmarker which was broken at the Watering Hole, the bench inside the gate here could do with a paint and 
Kermits Cottage sign (old CD) needs replacing.
You undertook a phenomenal Spring Clean event – no less than 30km litterpicked, a huge congratulations on your 
achievement.  The photo of such a mound of litter bags means this is litter and plastic which has been removed 
from our environment, safeguarding local wildlife and waterways.  Your segregation of the material also ensures 
limited material goes to landfill and can be reused and/or recycled. You have developed proactive measures also 
such as the general waste bin in the graveyard and anti-litter signage as well as being one of a growing number of 
groups advocating for Poster Free Elections.

Well done on using social media to get the Sustainability message out there locally – whilst no action has zero 
impact in using social media you cut down on printing and provide a lasting legacy for people to access.  Again, in 
this category make sure to target your actions and only include ones in the most relevant category e.g. is the oral 
history project best suited here?  Having said that, your commitment to developing sustainable practices across so 
many areas is very impressive. Your ingenious traffic cone trolley made me smile and applaud your sense of 
innovation.  You have a great knack of seeing the potential in what other people might consider waste – from old 
wood cut offs to the ends of paint tins to supporting your local GAA to collect scrap metal.  It is exactly this type of 
community led action we need to ensure we reach all 17 UN SDGs and safeguard the future of our planet so take a 
bow, Tullahought – inspirational work in this category.  Great reuse of old CDs as name plates in the Watering Hole.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



It is evident you have the support of the local community as everyone’s home was maintained to the highest 
standards.  You may have a small population but it is obvious everyone is behind you!  The surplus produce stand is 
a great way for people here to share, promoting community and sustainability!

All approach roads into your village were maintained to a high standard and well done on replacing your lost sign.  It 
is evident that you are entering a village that has a lot of pride in their locality.  Road verges are managed in a 
sustainable manner to allow for road safety and biodiversity.  The new timber gates and the maintenance at the 
viewing area was noteworthy with wonderfully informative interpretative panels.  Your Kearns Bridge work was 
excellent.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

There is a fantastic community spirit in Tullahought and the efforts you go to for the common good are 
commendable.  Keep working on your application, maintain your momentum and you'll be well on the way to the 
highest levels of the Competition.


