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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.  Welcome to the 2022 
National Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition Stoneyford & Ennisnag.  Many thanks for your 3-Year Plan; keep 
working on it in terms of annual actions and I am sure it will stand to you as you progress in the Competition.  You 
refer to 2016 projects in it, your plan should be forward facing; setting goals and targets into the future though a brief 
history of your groups successes is also good to include.  You are lucky to live in a beautiful village and in turn your 
village is lucky to have such an active Tidy Towns group.  You reference a hesitancy in restarting your meetings due 
to COVID, this is totally understandable and it shows the duty of care you have for your volunteers.  Hopefully as 
things move on, face to face time will become the norm again.  Some groups have engaged with technology like 
Zoom whilst others meet less often but in the outdoors with social distancing.  Find what works for your group and 
take it one step at a time. On the day of adjudication it was wonderful to see a local tour group getting introduced to 
hurling with young people their coaching them – a very memorable experience for these visitors I have no doubt.
Your commitment to your area is reflected in the organisations and businesses that show their support and you 
have managed to work this to your advantage. Keep up the great work – building partnerships and developing 
collaborative projects is the cornerstone of a successful TidyTowns group.  You have accomplished so much in 
terms of how you communicate with the wider public, partnering with the school – a liaison person is a great idea. 
Schools can be very busy and having one point of contact will help nurture and develop this relationship.  Your 
submission was clearly laid out, for next year please consider inserting the photographs (before and after is a good 
idea too) in the relevant sections under the text.  This makes it much easier for the Adjudicator to review.  Also state 
if the project is N, M or a FP. Your map was clear – try also referring to which Section the project refers. Check out 
the sample maps on the TidyTowns website.  Make sure to check out the SDG information on www.tidytowns.ie as 
well as the application form for the SDG Special Award which both have great ideas about how to align your 
activities with the Goals.
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You mention that some of the projects are not strictly TidyTowns led – that is no problem at all.  You should include 
all relevant projects in your submission and afford the relevant groups the credit.  TidyTowns is a community-wide 
initiative, you are but the applicant.  Having said that, the more projects you develop and lead on the better.  Lees 
Forge looked wonderful and great to see our heritage buildings so lovingly restored. The stonework and sash 
windows exude character.  Finnegans Garage, with its old pumps, was also maintained to an exceptional standard.  
I checked out the footpath works during my visit and this linkage with Ennisnag will be a welcome connector for both 
settlements.  Congratulations to your Development Association for leveraging the funding and for the old bridge – 
have you more information on this? If so, feel free to include a few lines in next year’s submission.  Having two 
large, central buildings renovated will do wonders for the overall impression of your streetscape.  Your playground 
looked really well, a great addition to the town and central to the Community Centre, playing field and walking route. 
Some issues that need addressing are set out under the Tidiness Section.  Well done on your advocacy work on the 
Kings River Trail.  Where the lands are in private ownership this can often take time to negotiate access but don’t 
loose heart – with your dedication and enthusiasm I have no doubt you will see the trail in place in no time at all, as 
long as landowner concerns are taken on board.  Your school and church grounds were also maintained to a very 
high standard.
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have you more information on this? If so, feel free to include a few lines in next year’s submission.  Having two 
large, central buildings renovated will do wonders for the overall impression of your streetscape.  Your playground 
looked really well, a great addition to the town and central to the Community Centre, playing field and walking route. 
Some issues that need addressing are set out under the Tidiness Section.  Well done on your advocacy work on the 
Kings River Trail.  Where the lands are in private ownership this can often take time to negotiate access but don’t 
loose heart – with your dedication and enthusiasm I have no doubt you will see the trail in place in no time at all, as 
long as landowner concerns are taken on board.  Your school and church grounds were also maintained to a very 
high standard.

You had no text in this part of your submission; always try to include information here.  On the day of adjudication I 
noticed lovely planters, grassy verges, etc.  This type of work (whether undertaken by you or another group/local 
authority) could have been included here.  Not to worry, you are still early days in the competition and these things 
come over time and from your Adjudication Reports.  Keep up the great work.  At the walking trail by the playing 
fields you should monitor the trees and their stakes – some could do with removing at this point.  There is also a 
large solitary palm tree here.  It might be an idea to replace it with a native tree?

Well done on moving away from herbicides, ideally you should have a 100% ban.  You mention organic techniques? 
Some more information on this would have been very welcome.  It is great to see your awareness of local 
biodiversity increasing.  We are living in a Climate and Biodiversity crisis and it is hugely important that we all do our 
bit to nurture and protect the habitats and wildlife in our locality.  The TidyTowns movement is a huge advocate for 
this type of approach.  Well done to the local angling club.  Again, some more information on the types of work 
underway would have been useful.
In the meantime here are some avenues to explore for this section:
- Start to list plants ad habitats in the area and upload to the National Biodiversity Data Centre. Have you a local 
wildlife enthusiast who could assist in this regard?
- Refer to the TidyTowns Handbook
- Looks at the excellent resources on www.pollinators.ie
- Seek advice from your local NPWS Ranger, Heritage Officer or Waters & Communities Officer
- Look at similar villages in Kilkenny and other counties to see what they are doing and see if it could be replicated 
in Stoneyford & Ennisnag

On the day of adjudication it was evident your regular litterpicks, including those daily picks from your TUS worker, 
are having the desired effect.  Likewise, the dog waste signage and awareness campaign is a great way to change 
attitudes. However, at the walking track I counted no less than 14 dog waste signs in a very short stretch – I 
understand this is a key issue for towns and villages but I think in this case less is more!    You are using your 
TidyTowns funding to install more bins; whilst worthwhile are you sure more bins are the answer given the amount 
already in place? Perhaps use this funding for Sustainability or Biodiversity Projects.  You could also access the free 
resources from Leave no Trace Ireland to drive home the antilittering message.  The bench by the health centre 
could do with some freshening up and the paving underneath weeded. Also, could the large gable end of the centre 
be painted? Or perhaps a mural project.  The Bring Centre was very clean and tidy.

You speak here of the support from the TUS and CE Schemes. Whilst this is a wonderful addition it would be more 
aligned with the Community Involvement and Planning Section. You also mention ‘weed control’ here – again more 
aligned to Green Spaces & Landscaping or Tidiness and Litter Control.  Hopefully the weed control is by non 
herbicide manual means? To help you with this Section consider approaching your local Environmental Awareness 
Officer, look at other towns and villages in the locality and start to communicate the sustainability message (reduced 
water consumption, energy efficiency in the home, recycling) on your Facebook page or other means of 
communication.  Another option could be to seek funding or make your own water butts to water your flowers.  Start 
small and build from there!  Maybe a communal book swap at the old telephone booth – this has worked very well in 
other towns and villages.

On the day of adjudication all residential areas were looking well, with a special mention to the two houses either 
side of the entrance to the church.  Your estates are very well maintained.  Chapel View, in particular, was very well 
presented.  Estates are a great place to partner on Biodiversity Measures.  For example, areas of an estate which 
are not used for playing could be let grow and cut once a year; supporting pollinators and other wildlife.  It should 
also reduce the overall maintenance fee for the residents associations – win, win!  Signs explaining the intervention 
are freely available to download from www.pollinators.ie

The approach roads, streets and lanes were all well maintained with lovely bedding plants at many of the signpost 
areas. The bushes were covering the sign to Jerpoint Abbey – something to keep an eye on during the summer 
months.  By the Mount Juliet Estate sign there is a redundant pole with faded sign that could be removed.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



Concluding Remarks:

Excellent work, well done.  Keep up the great effort and I have no doubt you will rise high in the ranks of the 
TidyTowns Competition!


