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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór! Welcome to the 2022 
Tidy Towns Competition Moneenroe.  You are a long-time entrant and is wonderful to see you entering once again 
this year.  You have a well organised committee with monthly meetings but then sub-committee meetings as 
necessary.  Being so long in the competition you recognize the importance of networking and communicating your 
message, all of which you clearly outlined in your submission.  Feel free to expand on this somewhat, especially the 
ways in which other agencies and bodies support your work.  This goes for each category entry also – before and 
after pictures underneath would be ideal.  The project you are planning with the local National School sounds 
fantastic – teaching kids about food and its seasonality is an important first step to reducing air miles and supporting 
local producers.  Also, your collaboration with the local ladies football team will be a great way to cement these 
important relationships.

For future applications it would be better to embed all your photos alongside the text as this makes our role as 
adjudicators much easier.  Also, delete the category introductory text as this will reduce your application even more.  
The map made it easy to navigate to your various projects, great that you had them listed on the map itself.  Maybe 
next year include which categories they correspond to.  Some groups colour code their maps –examples of maps 
which Adjudicators found very good can be found on the TidyTowns website.  The UN SDGs have been a part of 
the application for a number of years now, and whilst I understand they can be difficult to align to projects try and 
see how to do this for your next entry.  There are excellent resources online to aid you – look at www.tidytowns.ie 
for more information.  How is your Three-Year plan progressing – I note this was a comment from your 2019 
Adjudicators Report.
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Moneenroe is quite spread out but as mentioned above your map made my visit very easy – thank you.  Your 
flagship project for this year falls under this category – the Gazebo Cross upgrade.  As you say in your report this 
has benefited a number of stakeholders in this village.  Your project on new stone flower beds is more aligned to 
Green Spaces and Landscaping so will be discussed there.  As you say, you focus on maintaining what you have – 
this is evident in the well-presented Community Centre (nice dedication to local miners).  Whilst the school and 
church both looked very well, is there scope to remove the industrial fencing separating the two and replace with a 
hedge?  A special mention to the exposed wooden beams on the inside of the church and patchwork quilt which 
were equally spectacular.  It is also lovely to see the mining heritage of the town remembered in public buildings.  
You keep your old water pump looking well, a nice reminder of days gone by. Perhaps some small planters either 
side?
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The new planters are excellent, well done. The areas at the Glen was quite heavily cut, is there scope to manage 
some of this area for wildlife, whilst at the same time keeping it as a functional amenity space?  Also, the older box 
planters here should be planted with plants that mask the planter, not make it more obvious than the flowers.  Four 
planters at the Community Council needed attention at the time of my visit.

Great work at Massford Green; your apple trees were bearing masses of fruit when I visited.  You will need to prune 
these trees back to ensure their continued health.  One of the trees had died, make sure to removed this and if 
funds allow replace it.  Is there scope to engage with the local GAA club to see if areas of the grounds can be 
managed for pollinators and wildlife.  Even a thin strip on the embanked areas, still leave space for people to stand 
or sit but also some space for wildlife.  Same applies to the picnic area on the N78.  There was evidence of 
herbicide use at a new entrance on the Glin Road.  Perhaps circulate some information on the impacts herbicides 
can have and recommend alternatives.

Well done for calling out the great work of the CE Scheme participants, they are integral part of the TidyTowns 
movement across the country.  No litter was observed during my visit.  Some areas that could use your attention:
-    The railing at the GAA grounds could do with a paint.  There are also three wooden benches here in need 
of attention.
-    There appears to be a redundant pole on the Glen Rd (outside the picnic area).  Can this be removed?  
-    The picnic bench at the green space also needs freshening up.  
-    Tree stakes and ties can also be removed from many of the trees.

Litterpicks by local CE participants is more aligned to the next category so will be addressed there.  Great to see the 
local production of flowers for local use – cuts down on emissions associated with growing, transporting and selling 
in garden centres.  To enhance your sustainable landscaping make sure to use perennials.  Using your brown waste 
to compliment your growing is a great example of the circular economy.  I noted that your Community Centre was 
grant aided by the SEAI and uses renewable energy technology.  This is excellent and something we would love to 
hear about each year e.g.  levels of carbon emissions saved, energy efficiencies.  Is there someone on the 
management board that could assist with this?  Maybe for the coming year engage with your local Environmental 
Awareness Officer in Kilkenny County Council or put a callout for volunteers in the locality to help with this specific 
area. Also look at other Tidy Towns adjudication reports as well as Special Award winners to get inspiration.

Old School Crescent was very well presented – a special mention to the owner of the house beside the entrance 
stone and all the lovely roses which have been planted on the boundary wall. Well done to all the residents here and 
throughout the village.

There are quite a few roads contained within your submission; many lovely country roads with lovely colourful road 
verges.  I am delighted to see their maintenance has been reduced to promote biodiversity whilst still ensuring road 
safety.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

As stalwarts of the competition, keep up the fantastic work.  Start investigating ways to advance projects in the 
areas of sustainability and biodiversity.


