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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór! Welcome to the 2022 
Tidy Towns Competition Kells.  Many thanks for your detailed submission and map which made it very easy to 
navigate to the various projects.  Perhaps for next year consider colour coding the projects to align with the 
categories.  You made great use of space embedding photographs throughout.  There was scope in some sections 
to reduce the text but overall you are adopting the right approach.  Also, great to see you apply the SDGs to your 
various projects – try and expand this all projects for next year.  There are resources available to assist on the 
TidyTowns website and the SDG Special Award Application Form.  Having been in the competition for 29 years you 
have built up a tremendous network of organisations who assist you with your endeavours.  I note you were without 
your CE Scheme for 2 years but now is thankfully back.  This illustrates the importance of such schemes and their 
participants and the wonderful contribution they make to towns and villages throughout the country.  This strong 
network has also gone the extra mile to help those less fortunate in Kabul and Ukraine – well done to all involved! 
Involving children and young people in your activities is so important as they will form the community advocates and 
TidyTowns volunteers of the future.  Your annual calendar is a great idea and a way to showcase your 
accomplishments over the past year.
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Your flagship project is the Old Forge.  It looks fantastic and I love the choice of colours and the care and attention 
that has gone into the surrounds.  Can I ask about the old railway sleepers – seems like they could be a trip hazard 
or do they serve a purpose?  Your streetscapes were very well presented and I enjoyed a lovely lunch in the 
beautifully restored Mullins Mill which I arrived to after a thoroughly enjoyable visit to the Priory where I got a 
fantastic rundown of the history from a local guide.  This Mill is situated in a truly picturesque location and must be a 
tremendous asset to the village. Well done to KREE.  The Bridge is an iconic feature spanning the Kings River.  The 
well-maintained interpretative sign was full of useful information. Beside it though the river nameplate was obscured 
by the planting underneath.  In the village the Community Hall & Scout Den looked well, the seating area to the side 
needs some work as one of the planks was loose.  I was intrigued by the plaque – For all the Hens, Past & Present. 
What does this signify?  The Motte & Bailey looked very well as did the Childcare Facility.  The playground was also 
well maintained and is a wonderful amenity for the village.  The bark clad bins are a nice touch but need some 
attention.  A nice memorial in the form of a chair for Dick O’Keeffe was a nice touch. Wonderful to see the work in 
Kells Priory and the stone bollards with family names was, once again, a lovely personal touch (however was that 
herbicide use I noted at their base?).  The wooden lectern style sign frame here could do with a varnish.  Well done 
on providing seating which was in use during my visit.  In the village centre Smiths and adjacent water pump looked 
well though when I went to look in your Phone Booth Visitor Area…. It was locked! Not to worry, I peaked in through 
the window.
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well though when I went to look in your Phone Booth Visitor Area…. It was locked! Not to worry, I peaked in through 
the window.

The roses on the Wall by Scouts Hall provided a wonderful splash of red to the village.  The planters outside the 
Community Hall were also well maintained.  In the carpark by the derelict garage there was some very good 
bedding arrangements and just outside the bring centre.  I would have loved to see your polytunnel but there was a 
kids camp underway but many thanks for including photos of it in your submission.  The Island and Looped Walk 
was incredibly tranquil and, as you suggested, included most of the highlights of Kells.  The weather was very dry so 
the path surface was fine but I appreciate your concerns about seasonal issues.  Well done for not using tarmac in 
the design, this would create a very urban feel in what is a beautifully rural location. I note your removal of Poplars, 
well done on their replacement by native birch trees.  In the playground there was a wonderful pollinator area, be 
sure to do your annual cut and collect otherwise it will develop into rank grassland.  There are some tree stakes and 
ties here which had slipped so need to be corrected.  The wire fencing at the carpark – could this be changed to a 
hedge?

The St. Mary’s Church pollinator project is fantastic – a real model of excellence.  You provided just the right of 
information and then directed people to the NBDC and pollinators.ie websites.  A wonderful collaboration.  It also felt 
very tranquil, combining spirituality and a love for nature.  Did you enter the Pollinator Special Award?  Tree planting 
in the Priory Graveyard is a welcome addition and the Islands is an amazing natural asset for your village, which 
you obviously hold in high regard.  Your native tree trail is a great idea and a wonderful educational resource for the 
local school – especially as use the English, Latin and Irish names reminding us of our historical connection and 
reverence of trees in Ireland.  With regard to Juniper – it is largely confined to western counties so perhaps an 
interpretive sign?  You are making great progress with tree-related biodiversity projects which also means they act 
as climate action projects – win, win.  The owner of the Lacken has no doubt taken inspiration from your work and it 
is great to see this new planting take place.

Great to see a record turnout for your Spring Clean – the fact that you ran out of litter to collect is testament to the 
amazing support you received on the day.  As with groups throughout the country there are those who collect 
several days a week, lessening the burden on you and your committee.  The recycling bins are a great addition.  
The Return for Charge developments are encouraging.  We must always remember though that the top of the waste 
management hierarchy is to PREVENT waste in the first instance.  We must all use our power and advocate with 
manufactures to design waste out of their products.  Dog waste is an issue faced by all groups and this adjudicator 
agrees with you – why pick up the waste only to leave it for someone else to pick up the bag.  In some areas I have 
seen it hung from branches like some form of smelly decoration – disgusting! Keep up the education and awareness 
aspect of this work.  The bring centre was very well maintained and here are just some small issues that could be 
addressed before your next submission:
-    Reduce the visual impact of the derelict garage, in consultation with the owner.
-    Paint the surrounds of the Kells Handball Club entrance – maybe highlight the text in a different colour.
-    Refresh the planters by the Phone Booth information point.
-    A fence railing is missing on the R697
-    Paint the boundary wall of the HSE Health Centre
-    Clean the Priory Grove nameplate
-    Clean around the Eir building
-    Remove the old cable spools from the side of the Forge

Great to see the use of water harvesting for your flowerbeds – as you say this saves on wasting treated water.  This 
sustainable approach to landscaping is complemented by growing your own flowers and vegetables.  By getting the 
children involved you are imparting invaluable knowledge about what vegetables are in season, the importance of 
growing or buying locally and the environmental impact or air miles and transporting produce.   You also combined 
sustainability with charity and I have no doubt the recipients of your collected items in Kabul are most grateful.  
Again, you highlight the importance of education and awareness raising, this time as part of your recycling challenge 
which you shared your expertise with other communities – that’s the Tidy Towns Spirit!

The whole village has come behind you with all taking great care of their homes.  The thatch cottage on the way to 
the Priory was lovingly maintained.  Well done to all in Priory Grove for changing the maintenance regime of the 
grassy verge areas with wonderful displays of clover and cowslip. A corner area had bought in seedmix – just to be 
aware the current guidance is to change the mowing regime and encouraging the native wildflowers to reestablish 
as very often these mixes contain species not native to Ireland but I commend you on your efforts.

All your approach roads were well maintained and totally different in character; from the vista of Kells Priory, driving 
over the Kings River and arriving through lush green fields either side.  You combine your volunteer resource with 
the CE Scheme participants and between you are doing a fantastic job. In this category it was hard to see what was 
M, N or FP.  Make sure to use this classification scheme across all categories so you are awarded marks 
accordingly.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



the CE Scheme participants and between you are doing a fantastic job. In this category it was hard to see what was 
M, N or FP.  Make sure to use this classification scheme across all categories so you are awarded marks 
accordingly.

Concluding Remarks:

You finished your submission with plans for the next 3-5 years.  This shows that you have a commitment to your 
locality which is foreword thinking and impactful – tremendous community spirit. Well done!


