
396Johnstown

Kilkenny

B

41

Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór! Welcome to the 2022 
Tidy Towns Competition Johnstown.  It is wonderful to have you back after a 7-Year break. Thank you for your very 
comprehensive submission with Three-Year plan and maps in two different sizes.  However, for next year can you 
include the photos in your main submission, ideally before and after pics.  As some of your projects were quite a bit 
outside Johnstown, consider a more detailed village centre map with an inset showing the surrounds and farther 
away projects / sites like Grangefertagh Round Tower & Church.  Some groups colour code their projects aligning 
them to the different categories.  Sample maps are available on www.tidytowns.ie .  Since you last entered, we are 
asking groups to align each activity to the SDGs – we appreciate this is a new field for you but it is a wonderful tool 
both in terms of implementation and future planning.  There are resources available to assist on the TidyTowns 
website and the SDG Special Award Application Form – perhaps start over the Winter with aligning them to your 
Three-Year Plan?  I like the way the village has been divided into zones, this encourages ownership of tasks and 
whilst a small village this is something that could be applied to any settlement.  A lot of your work is driven by the 
wonderful work undertaken as part of Town Framework Plan.  I have no doubt this, along with the consultation and 
public participation phase, will stand to you for years to come.  A strong network of interested parties has been 
established and you are using social media to help strengthen that connection – well done.  Though just 
re-established since March 2022 you are being proactive and developing plans with the local school and other 
organisations.  Keep up this momentum and only great things lie ahead of you.
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Well done to the local heritage group for securing the grant aid for both Grangefertagh Round Tower and 
Ballyspellan Spa Well; community groups throughout the country are so important for leveraging this type funding.  
Without their hard work and dedication so much of our heritage could be lost.  You are right to be proud of your 
stone walls, they are an impressive element within your overall streetscape.   Your flagship project is a Sensory 
Garden, a fantastic and inclusive initiative.  Well done on partnering with the local church, can I suggest you give 
careful consideration to the placement of the seat. So often in Tidy Towns we see benches facing a busy public 
road instead of a tranquil green area right behind them.  The seats under the trees are wonderful and no doubt 
provide lovely shade on hot Kilkenny days.  The Ouncel, as you indicated, does not look its best.  Great to hear that 
plans are afoot with the planning authority.  Given its central location it does detract from the streetscape.  Indeed, it 
seems a lot of new people are coming to the village.   Regarding those who will not engage, this is outside your 
control.  You’ve done the best you can and please rest assured no marks would ever be deducted.  Future 
adjudicators may not know you have gone to this effort so not harm repeating in subsequent submissions.  
Wonderful to see funding being awarded for a Public Realm Plan – your involvement in this will be key and I wish 
you the best of luck with it.  Indeed, you have many projects in the pipeline and Johnstown will be all the better for it.  
A special mention to your childcare facility with its brightly painted fence and sills, Morrissey’s Shop & Pub and your 
local Inver Service Station which were all very well presented.
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you the best of luck with it.  Indeed, you have many projects in the pipeline and Johnstown will be all the better for it.  
A special mention to your childcare facility with its brightly painted fence and sills, Morrissey’s Shop & Pub and your 
local Inver Service Station which were all very well presented.

Wonderful planting around the village centre and it is great to see that you are looking at more sustainable 
landscaping practices.  You are also looking at how landscaping can impact user mobility around the centre; a very 
holistic approach… excellent work!  Be careful about labelling projects here, ones in the future should be marked as 
FP, not N (e.g. wildflower project on the Urlingford Rd).  It was great to see a sensitive approach in areas currently 
excellent for wildlife like Canal Road.  Sometimes there can be an urge to ‘tidy’ wild areas.  Resist this as these are 
often excellent wildlife refuges.

Great to see the joined-up thinking on the heritage restoration projects – you are being mindful of potential impacts 
to wildlife which is commendable.  You have extended this approach to your magnificent stone walls, showing your 
awareness about their biodiversity value which can be overlooked.  Information on Agriculture and steps being 
taken is most welcome.  However, there is scope to shorten these entries and make them more succinct and 
targeted.  Great to see you using social media to spread the word on biodiversity practices.  For this adjudicator the 
practice of ‘hoovering’ seeds through a pillowcase was intriguing! You learn something new every day as they say.  
Did I observe herbicide use around the base of the Johnstown 250 bench?  Finally, I noted the extensive grasslands 
around the Church of Ireland, is there scope to manage some of this area for pollinators?

The village was immaculate on the day of inspection – no litter, no weeds!  Again, I really like your approach to 
foster a sense a shared endeavour with ‘Champions’ from each zone.  Like you said it has really galvanized the 
community with drinks and food after.  Your attention to road signage was noted and all were spotless.  Your school 
are showing their support and as you’ve planned, it would be great to nurture this relationship.  The bring centre was 
very well presented and I note and agree with your plan to move it a more accessible location.  Issues that could be 
addressed in the next 12 months:
-    Wall at the Eir building needs painting.
-    Interim works to the Ouncel as mentioned above
-    Black bollard by the Templetuohy road sign needs attention
-    A dilapidated red gate by the junction of the Rathdowney Rd and Canal Rd needs painting/repair as does a 
green gate by the bring centre

Your sustainable and upcycling Christmas initiatives were excellent.  Again, lots of planned initiatives here which I 
mist admit, after a seven-year break is no small feat – congratulations! Maybe for the coming year engage with your 
local Environmental Awareness Officer in Kilkenny County Council to see if there is grant available for local projects.  
Also look at other Tidy Towns adjudication reports as well as Special Award winners to get inspiration – many are 
willing to share their learnings when contacted directly.

Well done on the bilingual sign initiative.  During my visit St. Kieran’s Place was very well maintained as were the 
occupied homes in the village centre, a special mention to the wonderful pink house beside the church.  It is evident 
that everyone is coming on board to support you with your work.

For a small village you have a lot of approach roads, all of which were maintained to a high standard when I made 
my visit.  You have a lot of ambitious plans in this category which I have no doubt you will implement with 
enthusiasm.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It really is wonderful to have you back in the competition Johnstown.  You exhibit a renewed passion and sense of 
purpose which will stand to you.  Keep up the amazing work… Johnstown Abú!


