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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.  Welcome to the 2022 
National Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition Gowran. Again, like last years Adjudicator I was a little surprised to see 
you in the same Category C, despite having a population of 804 (Category B).  Having passed through Gowran on a 
number of occasions it was great to be able to take the time and see it in detail.  Well done to your committee and 
wider network of support for all the work you do and on setting up the social media profile.  I know this is yet another 
job to land on a voluntary group but it is an excellent (and free) way to showcase your work, seek partnerships and 
importantly network with other TidyTowns groups. Important also that you keep more traditional forms of 
communication up like newsletters, local media, etc.  Your map was clearly laid out, maybe next year indicate if they 
are N,M or FP and which category they align to – likewise indicate this in the submission.  The absence of photos 
was a shame, as the saying goes ‘a picture tells a thousand words’ and to have before and after photos would 
greatly enhance your submission. It also makes it easier to award marks! The 3-Year Plan sets out a broad 
approach to your future work; perhaps treat this as a living document and add to it each year; developing targeted 
and measurable projects which you can update the Adjudicator in each submission. Make sure to check out the 
SDG information on www.tidytowns.ie as well as application form for the SDG Special Award which both have great 
ideas about how to align your activities with the Goals. Having entered for 40 years Gowran is a TidyTowns stalwart 
and shows how important the movement is in community-led activism.  Keep up the great work – as is inscribed on 
the steps by St. Mary’s Church – The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their own dreams
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Well done to you and Kilkenny County Council for advocating for and getting the footpaths upgraded.  This along 
with the traffic calming measures will no doubt have made a positive impact on the town for pedestrians. Further 
renovations in the town, such as the old ‘Gentleman’s Residence’ are to be welcomed, as is the efforts to make 
them more sustainable with a deep-retrofit and solar panels. Make sure to monitor this and the energy savings 
made; it would be interesting as a showcase project.  To have the Defibrillator so centrally located will no doubt 
save lives in the future.  Congratulations on your successful GoFundMe effort, no small achievement.  Items like the 
swift nest works by the OPW and Housing Estates will be commented on under other Sections but I appreciate why 
you included them here also. Finally, a huge thank you for the Molly’s Café recommendation! It had been a long 
morning and the coffee break was most welcome as was the warm welcome from staff. I really like the planted 
bicycle out front. There is such a wealth of built heritage in Gowran, from beautiful traditional shopfronts (e.g. 
Gowran Pharmacy) to town centre residences and the magnificent St. Mary’s Church which I very much enjoyed 
taking a stroll around.  It is sad to see some dereliction in the town centre.  This is outside your control but I hope in 
time to come areas like the old garage and Quick Pick Shop get a new lease of life.

45

42

55

22

37

35

Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

325

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

45

42

45

42

21
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36

35

321

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 325

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

04/07/2022

 



You quite rightly refer to the historical importance of Water Pumps and it was very interesting to read to the research 
you had collated.  The planting around the pump is beautiful and well done to the local residents who maintain it for 
the benefit of all.  The Muintir na Tire flowerbed was in full bloom.  You are lucky to have the amazing landscaped 
area in front of St. Mary’s Church along with the sculptures and paving – is there scope here to leave some of the 
green space for pollinators?  Perhaps a project to discuss with the OPW.  The circular flower bed with inscribed 
stones could do with the lettering being freshened up as could the raised bed with flagpoles outside the school.

Well done to the OPW for their work promoting swift conservation at St. Mary’s Church.  Your continued 
involvement with Birdwatch Ireland in monitoring their uptake is an integral part of the overall project.  This and other 
biodiversity initiatives in the grounds of the Church are most welcome and a great sign of the proactive 
collaborations you have developed and nurtured over the years.  The wetland area is a haven for wildlife.  Some 
more information on the data you’ve gathered here would be a great idea for next year’s submission.  Do you submit 
it to the National Biodiversity Data Centre?  The school are an important partner for your ongoing biodiversity work 
and their wildlife area is yet another example of how pockets of habitat throughout a town or village great enhance 
connectivity and the safe movement of species.  I wonder is there scope here to let the grounds grow for the benefit 
of pollinators during the summer holidays?  You mentioned your local Pitch and Putt earlier in the submission – 
have you worked with them to promote biodiversity? The All Ireland Pollinator Plan have excellent guidelines for golf 
courses which could be adopted here perhaps?  The junction at the R448 and R702 has a managed for wildlife sign 
– however the area is intensely mowed and there was evidence of herbicide use around the directional signage.  
The mini loop through the woodland here was a surprise find.  I did note some Rhododendron in here – perhaps 
best to remove it before it becomes a nuisance.

On the day of adjudication there was the odd evidence of litter; however it was fresh and the day was windy.  I have 
no doubt your regular litterpicks removed it.  Your CE Workers are also a tremendous asset, and well done for 
highlighting their contribution. So many groups throughout the country provide great experience for CE participants. 
Your bottle bank, as outlined in your submission was impeccable when I passed.  Also your reference to a 
freephone number to advise when it is close to full is a wonderful example of a community-state agency 
collaboration which benefits everyone.

It is clear from this category that you are trying to embed sustainable practices throughout all your works from grass 
cutting, to mulching, composting and recycling.  It was a brave decision to remove the planters as this is often seen 
as a stalwart for a Tidy Towns group but your point re water usage is well made.  See how this progresses; it may 
be an idea to reduce them in line with available sustainable water sources such as that collected by water butts? 
Much of your tree planting, whilst benefiting wildlife, is also a great climate action – sequestering carbon and 
providing shade during hotter days as well as absorbing water during intense rainfall events.

Indeed you were right, your estates all do have their own character and all were very well presented and your 
commitment to preserving the vernacular architecture is most welcome.  There are some truly magnificent old 
heritage residences along main street.  In Parkmore Terrace the bench could do with a paint but well done to the 
residents who planted the nearby flowerbeds. Also, the lovely set of terraced cottages across from the Creche has 
wonderful roses and planting at the end house – great community spirit.  At Bradog Way there was a very colourful 
display of Dublin bunting.

You are so lucky with your range of architecturally significant buildings.  The fruits of your labour were evident on 
the day of adjudication with spotlessly clean approach roads. It looks as though there was a car strike on the 
Enniscorthy Junction.  This can be addressed with your local Area Engineer. There is a galvanized hoarding by the 
bus stop – could this be replaced? Church Road was very well maintained as was the area around the Church and 
School. There is a well just in front here – is there a history to this?

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

You are blessed to have such a wealth of built heritage in Gowran, its magnificence matched only by your 
community spirit.  Keep up the great work!


