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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.  Welcome to the 2022 
National Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition Gathabawn. I first went to your 3-Year Plan to see the overall aim of 
your group.  It is a thoughtful document, aspiring to goals that will benefit your wider community.  Can I suggest you 
keep this as a ‘living document’ – continually adding to, refining and setting out annual targets.  Your village is a 
beautiful, compact settlement and I really liked your approach of both a map and an aerial photograph identifying 
key sites – great idea! For such as small village it was a great to see the support at committee level, but also those 
who volunteer with you locally.  You are also adept at connecting with and leveraging support from agencies and 
other organizations with an impressive list of those who have supported your activities.  I especially liked the 
‘symbiotic’ relationship with Creenkill NS who allow you to use their premises for meetings and then you support 
them with regard to litterpicks and ecology surveys.  Even how you describe it …’one beautiful primary school…’ 
shows the high regard and special relationship ye have.  The work you undertake here will reap benefits for years to 
come; instilling a sense of place and an appreciation of the Tidy Towns movement in our young people as is 
evidenced in the teenagers helping with initiatives like the ‘Lark in the Park.  You utilize a diverse range of 
communication techniques – from social media to newspapers to texts and of course, word of mouth.  In this way 
you are ensuring you get the word out to as many people as possible.  What really struck me was the sense of 
community being involved in the competition has fostered in Gathabawn.  From after works meet-ups to impromptu 
social get-togethers it really has become a forum to meet and make friends; inspiring. Make sure to check out the 
SDG information on www.tidytowns.ie as well as application form for the SDG Special Award which both have great 
ideas about how to align your activities with the Goals.
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You cover a lot of elements when doing weekly meet-ups.. not just litterpicks but checking and cleaning signage.  
This is a great boost to maintaining the attractive streetscape.  You reference the unfinished house on the Freshford 
Road.  You are doing all you can in this regard, so please don’t worry that it will impact your marking – I assure you 
it will not.  What is great to see is that you are advocating for action the be taken.  On the day I visited I parked by 
Mackey’s Bar which was very well presented, important given its central location in the village.  I particularly enjoyed 
the Fairy Village. I have no doubt this is a major attraction for young families, and perhaps some others like myself 
who get a great kick out of this.  Your scary witch Bog Oak element made me smile.  Be careful when affixing the 
elements to the trees so as not to cause damage. At your Make a Wish station I wished you continued success in 
the competition!
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping
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Awarded 2021
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

03/07/2022

 



The Millennium Park is a tremendous asset to the village.  The way in which you showcased it, again with aerial 
photographs, was very helpful.  If labelling the trees this year, consider labels not affixed to the tree but in front, or 
maybe even an interpretative sign at the entrance?  You are quite right to call the Gathabawn Loop one of the 
crowning achievements for the village.  And you generously give credit to your dedicated RSS worker and local 
farmers who do so much to support you and to keep this trail accessible and safe. You mentioned spraying – have 
efforts been made to see if this can be phased out entirely?  Herbicide use is something that we should all be 
avoiding and only using in limited circumstances e.g. control of invasive species. Perhaps give this some thought 
and see if a pilot could be run for next years submission – it would be excellent for your Biodiversity section!  Also 
welcome done on securing such a sizeable grant from Kilkenny Leader Partnership – illustrates the importance of 
active community groups such as yours.   The different forms of access by the river were excellent, one with a rope 
to assist with the climb.  I did note the other bridge access was quite steep with an unsure surface underfoot – 
perhaps work in progress.

You undertook works to the River with the €2,000 grant.  It wasn’t clear from the application but always make sure 
to engage with Inland Fisheries Ireland and the National Parks and Wildlife Service when doing such work.  This will 
ensure you get maximum biodiversity impact for the effort put in as well as making sure all legislation is complied 
with (seasonal restrictions under the Wildlife Act and Fisheries Act) and impacts to species is limited (e.g. during 
removal of the Sycamore tree).  I noted that the section under the bridge has a thin flow, is it passable during low 
flow levels?  Maybe speak with IFI to see if the project could be built upon to create a low flow channel, without 
impact the integrity of the bridge.  This is not to take away from the wonderful work but to ensure all effort is taken to 
protect and minimize disturbance to wildlife in the process. Also well done on re-using the deadwood as an insect 
hotel.  This will also benefit a variety of other creatures.  You reference the landscaping in the school – well done to 
the locals for assisting.  If not used during the Summer months there may be scope to ease back on cutting, it will 
make the area more attractive for biodiversity.  In this section I got treated to a third type of map/drawing – this time 
of the Millennium Park; you really did make adjudicating your village so easy so again… well done! I really loved the 
work you are doing with the school and ecology. It was not just about educating them on species but the scientific 
approach to monitoring sites, then graphing the results so they could track changes over time.  This type of 
hands-on study will greatly aid them in their future studies.  I saw your photos of wildflower seed planting along the 
embankment.  A good first step is to let such areas reseed naturally and monitor what grows.  The seedmix depicted 
in the photos (Nova-Flore) is from a French Company so the species included may have contained species not 
native to Ireland and importantly not collected in Ireland.  As well as introducing potentially non-native species we 
must also be mindful of mixing the gene pool.  Irish companies supply seed collected from Ireland, but again see 
what re-establishing naturally as this will be representative of what is common in your locality.  Check out 
www.pollinators.ie for more information.

On the day of adjudication your village was 100% litter free! For the park, consider membership of Leave no Trace 
Ireland and incorporate their 7 Principles into litter management in the park.  They have a Special Award also which 
it would appear could be a good fit for you.  You mention your Wheelie Bin charges – have you asked your local 
area engineer if material collected from litterpicks could be collected and disposed of by the Council? Seems unfair 
that you volunteer your time to litterpick others or windblown material and then have to pay for its removal – you’re 
preforming a public service after all!

Well done on the simply but highly effective work with the water butts.  I know it may seem like water is an abundant 
resource in Ireland but it isn’t and the steps you are taking to harvest rainwater is brilliant; keep it up.  You continue 
the ‘sustainable-mindset’ in composting the leaf litter and also the new furniture coming from recycled materials.  
Best of luck with your aspirations for the shed, solar panels would be great. Make sure to see if you can leverage 
grant aid for such an investment.  Again, small steps like moving away from paper newsletters will have a 
tremendous impact over time.  You have quite rightly noted though that not everyone uses digital technologies to 
keep a presence in the local parish newsletter is definitely the right thing to do. It was also great to see you suing 
your Facebook page to promote free household electrical recycling opportunities.

How you assist local homeowners who may be too ill to maintain the exterior of their premises is laudable, a true 
embodiment of what the Tidy Towns movement is all about.  I am sure they really appreciate yer assistance.

Your many Approach Roads were all well presented.  With regard to the balance between grass cutting and tidiness 
– this is an issue faced by all Tidy Towns groups. Make sure to check out guidelines in www.pollinators.ie however 
much of the issue revolves around perception. For areas left uncut think of installing pollinator signage – freely 
available to download from the website above.  Or mow the edge between the kerb and the grass, thus letting 
people know there is purposeful management taking place. Use your social media channels and parish newsletter 
to also get the message across.  We have seen towns and village throughout the country adopt this from road 
verges, to corners of GAA pitches to roundabouts.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



Concluding Remarks:

Keep up the great work Gathabawn, for a small community you have a lion sized heart and sense of community 
spirit.


