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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Welcome to the 2022 
National Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition Freshford. As this was my first visit to adjudicate Freshford I 
immediately went to your map – an excellent piece of work and one which stood out for me in 2022.  It had detail in 
terms of location, type of project and which category it aligned to.  And it just kept on getting better; your 3-Year 
Plan was also clearly laid out with actions and updates and how they aligned to the UN SDGs.  Importantly it 
illustrates that you do not need a weighty document as your Plan, just well thought out actions and timeframes.  
Your committee has been busy these last 12 months and it was great to see the wider support from up to 60 other 
volunteers.  This support shows the high regard which your local community holds you.  You have leveraged this 
support to not just do one, but three major projects – no small feat, well done!  It seems as though that 
reestablishing your committee in 2016 has reignited your passion for Tidy Towns which is evident in your 
submission but also in the village on the day I visited.  The Community Café, as your Flagship Project, is a great 
idea and I wish you all the best with it.  You have taken Tidy Towns advice on keeping your submission succinct, 
however maybe a bit too much in some categories.  2-3 lines on each project is welcome as is before and after 
shots so we can get a full appreciation of your efforts.  It also helps us to award more marks in a given section 
where it is evident you have undertaken a lot of work – food for thought!
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The village has a tremendous character, reflected in its designation as Architectural Conservation Area (ARA).  It 
was beautifully presented on the day of adjudication and whilst, like all towns there are isolated incidents of 
dereliction, you are using your position in the community to advocate for works to ameliorate this. An example was 
the scenes painted on the old butchers at Old Bridge Street.  The Square was a really welcoming space.  From the 
residential areas to the well-presented McGraths Bar & Lounge. Also, the Residential Care Home, Prague House, 
provides such a diverse mix of residents in the heart of the town – really wonderful.  There were some old petrol 
pumps – could they be made a feature of?  There was a tent up on the day – is this semipermanent during the 
summer or for an event?  There was lovely lights and seating areas around the trees; also possibly a sculpture in 
the corner (if so, some interpretation would be welcome).  Just a personal view, but water pumps are features on 
their own, perhaps don’t hang buckets with flowers from the tap end, just leave underneath and let the pump stand 
on its own merits?  Perhaps I was there on bin day but if commercial wheelie bins could be kept off the streetscape 
that would be wonderful.  The school looked so colourful with ample grounds.  Seeing as this is beside the GAA 
grounds could the school grounds be managed for pollinators during the holidays – maybe something to progress 
as a biodiversity project with school management. You also benefited from a Signage Audit and Interpretation 
Strategy which I was glad to see you had input and involvement from the local community.  This will be an excellent 
resource going forward as often in Tidy Towns we see well-intentioned but conflicting styles which can take away 
from a visitor’s experience.  Also, with this report it will make it easier to leverage funding in its delivery following the 
phased Short, Medium and Long Term recommendations.  I really look forward to its implementation.
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resource going forward as often in Tidy Towns we see well-intentioned but conflicting styles which can take away 
from a visitor’s experience.  Also, with this report it will make it easier to leverage funding in its delivery following the 
phased Short, Medium and Long Term recommendations.  I really look forward to its implementation.

Like so many other towns and villages it is wonderful to see you adapt your formal landscaping approaches to 
benefit pollinators and other wildlife.  The All Village Pollinator Planting Plan is a great, structured way to approach 
this and to see its continuation since 2020 is wonderful.  The recommendation above, with regard to before and 
after photos, would have been very impactful for your pollinator and sculpture bed and Delaney’s Corner which 
looked to still be subject to works on the day of inspection.  The Sensory Garden is another excellent example of 
how landscaping projects can be developed with so many additional benefits.  You are also using your Millennium 
Park to maintain and build on projects – a great asset to the village.  On the entrance to the park you have a 
wonderful old heritage gate but with a dog waste sign affixed to the centre – maybe relocate this as the gate is a 
tremendous feature in its own right. As you enter here there is the wonderful wildflower area but an old welcome to 
‘Freshford Millennium Park & Picnic Area’ sign. Could this be freshened up for 2023?  Some of the trees in the park 
have stakes which can be removed and overhanging branches are quite low over paths.  This should be addressed 
as part of the Autumn maintenance programme, or sooner if posing a health and safety hazard.  There were 
wonderful benches and one in particular, by the weeping willow was like something from a painting.  Another area 
was by the bridge, very tranquil.  Audit the seats and benches in the park as some are in need of freshening up.  
You keep your paths well, with the use of flexible edging.  A great way to prevent encroachment over time, and 
preferable to the use of the herbicide.  I loved the old fashioned light posts; one in particular was like a scene in the 
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe… you could almost imagine Mr. Tumnus.  There is a shade missing from one.  
The planted archway was wonderful, some gaps are present but I have no doubt this is being addressed.  The 
hanging baskets were absent from Old Bridge Street – perhaps they were yet to be hung. The planting at the 
entrance to the school and GAA grounds needs attention as does the planting behind the R.C Church.

Your Biodiversity Action Plan is standing to you, allowing for strategic projects throughout the village.  As for the 
mini-orchards project – what a wonderful idea.  I have no doubt your selection by the National Biodiversity Data 
Centre was as a result of your commitment to the local community and local environmental issues.  This type of 
project not only benefits pollinators but other wildlife… including us humans! Also known as Edible Landscape 
Projects, these orchards are no doubt the source of many tasty apple tarts and other foodstuffs for industrious 
residents in the town.  The ‘Tree for Everyone’ is a great idea and you are lucky to have Millennium Park to host this 
project.  Not only does it foster a sense of place but it will help tackle the Biodiversity and Climate Crisis – a win, 
win! I loved your partnership with the Acorn Project.  Your No Mow signs need replacing and also make sure to 
check the areas you assign for pollinators – in heavily shaded areas like at the moment it can lead to reduced 
flowering plants.  More open areas are better suited, or like the embanked area between the boundary wall and 
arches.  More information on your swift nest project would have been welcome.  These species are in decline and 
your efforts are most welcome; have nesting sites increased?  Remember each year you will most likely have a new 
adjudicator so one or two lines of an update is a good idea. Likewise, with the NoreVision Project – as this is a N 
project more information would have been great.  However, I did go to the NoreVision Facebook page and got 
information there – adjudicating is a busy time so people may not always be able to do this.  To have upped your 
NoMow pledges by more than double is an amazing achievement. Between projects like this, the orchards and the 
tree planting you are creating steppingstones for wildlife throughout the village – don’t underestimate these projects 
as cumulatively they are having a major impact.  In this regard Freshford is leading the way in terms of 
community-led biodiversity actions – amazing work!  See comment above re pollinator management for the local 
school, also for fringe non-playing areas in the GAA Grounds?

On the day of adjudication the town was practically litter-free; the only blackspot was by the Bring Centre which is, 
unfortunately, often the case in towns and villages.  In the Millennium Park there were some old pots and odds n 
ends beside the shed.  If these could be relocated that would great.  Your fairy village looked deserted! Maybe the 
fairies have moved on – either way consider cleaning this area or removing altogether though bear in mind local 
children may be sad to see it go altogether.  An audit of the town each Autumn, with your local Area Engineer, 
would be a great way to tackle issues.

As I walked throughout our village and consulted your submission it became more and more apparent of how 
excellent you are at leveraging support from the community and in turn developing projects yourself which capture 
the communities imagination.  This was evident in this section also with the Leafmould Workshop (again not be to 
be a broken record but some more information and photos here would have been great), beeswax wraps, the 
Squash Club Energy Audit and energy efficient lighting. Small but effective ideas like the Freecycle Freshford FB 
Group is a great way to ensure items get a new lease of life – is there a reason why you must join the group as 
opposed to having it open? You may get more involvement this way. Especially with trying to re-engage with people 
post COVID19.  I look forward to seeing the fruits of your labour with the Water Bottle Filling Station and Smart 
Bench.  This will involve close cooperation with agencies like Kilkenny County Council and Irish Water – make sure 
to leverage support from local area engineers or the Environmental Awareness Officer to help you navigate this!

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



Ard Lachtain was a credit to the residents with a beautiful floral display at the entrance and all the houses well 
presented.  Homes on the Kilkenny Road, around the Square and indeed throughout the town were well maintained 
and it was wonderful to see this support of your overall Tidy Towns work.

Your signage audit will no doubt positively impact this section over the coming years. There was lovely lavender 
planting by your entrance sign.  In general all approach roads and streets were well presented.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Well done on all your amazing work.  I ended my visit with a look through your wonderful community library and then 
popped into Brennan Sisters, with their friendly staff and well-presented restaurant, for a tasty lunch before my next 
adjudication!


