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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.  Welcome to the 2022 
National Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition Dunnamaggin – it’s your second year so well done.  I hope you find, 
like all the other groups around the country, the benefit of the Tidy Towns movement and whilst it is still early days 
in the competition keep with it. Even though you are in the small village category you have managed to garner 
significant support from your local community with 15 on the committee and other assisting as volunteers.  This is 
also reflected in the support of your local authority and other organisations.  It is wonderful to see the variety of ways 
you communicate your work to the wider community – recognizing that not all people may engage with social media, 
you ensure this gap is filled through the local newspaper as well as the Parish Notes.  All of the above was no doubt 
a major factor in the tremendous community support your Flagship Project – bank planting – received.  You will 
have seen how all this effort placed on community involvement reaped rewards here – many hands make light work!  
Your map was beautifully hand drawn and coloured, a real work of art.  For next year consider including whether the 
projects indicated are N, M or FP (like you did in your written submission) and which category they belong to but a 
huge well done to the artist! Make sure to check out the SDG information on www.tidytowns.ie as well as application 
form for the SDG Special Award which both have great ideas about how to align your activities with the Goals.
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The village was beautifully presented on the day of adjudication.  Your Grotto was a welcome entrance point;  I 
wonder would you give some consideration to the removal of the grill fencing around it, make it more visible? Not 
something to undertake lightly and definitely one to consult your local priest and community on! Your buildings and 
public areas were all maintained to a high standard.  Special mention to the church grounds and the lovely old 
stores building with the window boxes on each step up to the lovely green door.  Much of your entries in this 
category are more aligned to Green Spaces and Landscaping. However, don’t worry – the nuances of filling out the 
application will become easier the longer you are in the competition.  Also, where entries are more correctly aligned 
to a different category your adjudicator will award the points accordingly so none of your hard effort will be lost. You 
will notice as the years go by many of your initiatives could be entered into one, two, three or event more sections.  
Always go with the one where you feel it is most complimentary.  The Tidy Towns Handbook is a wonderful 
resource and I encourage you to give it a read when you get a chance.  The Fairy Walk was a very peaceful time at 
the back of the Church and of no doubt a tremendous attraction for local families.  I sat in the Wishing Chair and 
wished you continued success in your endeavours! The park area with ample seating by the memorial to Captain 
Patrick Walsh is a huge asset to the village and no doubt a great space to come and chat.  St. Leonard’s NS looked 
very well and I loved their mosaic.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

209

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

30

30

28

20

8

35

26

23

200

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 209

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

06/07/2022

 



You have invested considerably in landscaping as a new group and it was very evident on the day of adjudication.  
Congratulations on your meadow, planted embankment and wildflower areas.  I wonder about the wildflower seeds 
at the Grotto. You say they did not take – sometimes they are not as colourful as the promotion material might 
indicate.  I would give it a few years of cut and collecting and see what flowers establish. Remember Irish wildflower 
meadows don’t look like picture-perfect Alpine postcards but well done on your efforts.  Also is this just the area 
around the grotto or on the opposite green space too?  The landscaping project you have planned for the graveyard 
sounds interesting as these sites can often be nurtured to support very species rich communities – did I note some 
use of herbicide here though or was this just heavily cut?  Make sure to check in with the All Ireland Pollinator Plan 
guidelines and your local Heritage Officer to ensure you are following best practice.  The recycled plastic planters 
are a very sustainable approach – remember though the purpose of the planter is to house the plants, not be seen.  
Maybe they could be made shorter or hanging plants chosen for next year?  The timber planters outside the Credit 
Union could do with some attention.

You have adopted a very sustainable approach overall with much of your formal planting also being of great benefit 
to pollinators and other wildlife.  Keep this joined up thinking going as resources can be scarce, so it is important to 
use them as wisely as possible.  As indicated in the Green Spaces and Landscaping Section make sure to 
investigate best practice guidelines such as those developed by the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan and others when 
developing biodiversity measures. Also, your local Waters and Communities Officer might be able to advise on 
projects centred around the river?  Could the playing area around the school be left wild for the Summer or is it used 
by local children?  There appeared to be herbicide use opposite the school, this should be avoided.  Use your 
influence to advocate for non chemical approaches to weed control.

On the day of adjudication your village looked very well.  The Bring Centre was very tidy and the church grounds 
were immaculate.  Well done for engaging with DDG and for their assistance with the Grotto.  This category, was 
sometimes seen as the sole function of Tidy Towns groups.  It is in fact an area which needs input and support from 
across the community.

It was wonderful to see how your maintained Fairy Trail was developed using sustainable practices (old wood, 
donated paints) but involving the local community from carpenters to school children to reuse of materials from local 
residents – an excellent initiative. It also ticks a number of SDGs, importantly SDG 17 – Partnership for the Goals.  
For next year make sure to try and expand on activities in this category.  Look to other adjudication reports, winners 
of Special Awards and contact your local Environmental Awareness Officer.  This can range from accessing funding 
for project to something as simple as using your effective communication network to promote and advocate for 
sustainable practices in the home such as energy efficiencies, water conservation and reducing waste which is free 
but has a wide impact.

The decorated windows have been maintained and are a wonderful addition to the town.  The FCA Barracks is work 
in progress and whilst outside your control, you have show the importance of having a local Tidy Towns committee 
to advocate for such improvements - well done! Leonard’s Court looked very well with ample planters on the 
approach.  A special shout out to the owners of the house with the lovely wildflowers opposite St. Leonard’s NS and 
to the bungalow on the corner with the amazing display of hanging baskets.

I loved your water pump – such pieces of our heritage are an important reminder of how such essential pieces of 
local infrastructure were also important meeting points to catch up with residents and discuss goings-on in the 
world.  You have restored this heritage asset and complimented it with beautiful planting.  However, I was a little 
disappointed at the blue pump – be careful about mapping items in your village; this was not one of your highlights 
but definitely a project for 2023?

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Keep up the great work.  With the dedication and enthusiasm you've shown just two years into the Competition, I 
see great things ahead for you!


