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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.  Welcome to the 2022 
National Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition Clogh. The day of my adjudication, the sun was shining and your 
village looked very welcoming.  Your committee has a strong commitment to Tidy Towns having entered for over 40 
years now – no small accomplishment, well done to you all. You have taken on board general recommendations to 
have the submission succinct, perhaps too much so.  A couple of lines of detail for each project shows us how you 
developed the idea, executed the project and any learnings that may have arisen.  In doing so you make it easier for 
the Adjudicator to award you more points e.g. under the list of agencies and bodies you work with only Kilkenny 
County Council is mentioned.  What about local schools, sports clubs or businesses? More photos – especially 
those showing before and after scenarios would be great.  Take this into consideration for next year’s submission.  I 
also noted there is no reference to a Three-Year Plan, something that was flagged with you in previous Adjudication 
Reports.  Please take this suggestion on board, I know it may seem like more work but to have this roadmap in 
place, ideally prepared by you but with input from the wider community, means you will have projects ready to start 
to each year. Start with your older 2017-2019 Plan and work from there?  Your map was very useful, next year 
consider a legend naming the numbered projects and which categories they align to.  Make sure to check out the 
SDG information on www.tidytowns.ie as well as application form for the SDG Special Award which both have great 
ideas about how to align your activities with the Goals.
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Having three thatched cottages in the village is a tremendous asset and well done to all involved in their continued 
care and upkeep – especially the owners with the amazing floral display!  Overall there is a very well kept look and 
feel to the village. We note your reference to one building where you have tried, but are unable to have worked on it.  
Don’t worry about this, you have done what you can and as the building is outside your control all you can do is 
advocate with those who can affect change.    Also keep working with the local authority on the footpaths which 
again are outside your control but as a community group can canvas for their improvement.  I did notice that section 
where paving blocks were used as decorative interventions were trip hazards and in places were removed and a 
slim of concrete placed.  Your village water pump is in use which is great to see.  I wonder given its central location 
is their a project in the making here – maybe a mosaic lining of the base?  The Health Centre looked well, the door 
providing a lovely pop of colour.  The trees (silver birch) in the school grounds were topped quite severely – was this 
necessary? Also the school nameplate could be freshened up.  However, the rest of the grounds were resplendent 
from the upcycled Kilkenny hurler statue, to buddy bench to the numerous wildflowers (vetch, red and white lover, 
buttercup, daisy, dandelion, etc.) in the verges. A rabbit even scampered through the grounds while I was there!  A 
huge well done to the students and teachers.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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80

80
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39
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36
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Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 303

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

03/07/2022

 



The landscaping was very nice and well maintained but hard to know from your application which was new and 
maintained.  The planting at the entrance to the church and the tree line was well cared for.   The Walking Track is a 
wonderful amenity for the village and I loved the mural at the entrance.  The walking track was very well maintained 
and the playground offered a wonderful mix of structured and natural play elements.  However, there were a lot of 
COVID19 signs throughout the grounds, especially to the playground.  Could these be reduced?  Also, one or two of 
the benches need painting.  The area in the corner could be consolidated; leave the bin and pole to one side and 
move the pic bench here – a more welcome and used area?  Try and avoid use of herbicide to prevent 
encroachment onto the path; generally this doesn’t work well and looks unsightly.  The sponsored bin needs 
freshening as does the flower beds.  Wonderful to see the connection to the GAA Grounds, again maybe removed 
the old signage here.

You make reference to one project here, inspection of the Kingfisher River.  Without further details it had to know 
whether this is new, maintained, requires much work and involves the wider community.  Is this a survey of the river 
Clogh? Herbicide use was observed on the road opposite the Post Office – this should be avoided.  The Laurel 
Hedge in the Walking Track – perhaps for future planting native species could be considered.  There is also a 
section, behind the playground, that is of no use for recreation.  Maybe a biodiversity project in the making for 2023?

On the day of adjudication your village looked very well.  The Community Centre was well presented but there were 
some weeds along the front path and whilst there was an innovative re-use of a bin as a planter at the front, three 
empty wooden ones were observed to the side.  Can these be removed?  Great to see local school children 
involved in this category.  You are also talking with your local council for suitable litter bins and manage to have the 
village cleaned on a regular basis by the roadsweeper – well done.  On the R426 (before the Village Bar) there is a 
broken wooden arch and fencing adjacent the stream.  This area could do with tidying up.  The bench on the way to 
the National School also needs a paint.  The Cloneen GAA grounds looked very well – however there was some old 
hoarding and pallets inside the entrance that could be removed and perhaps a fresh coat of paint for the entrance 
gates.  I think the ‘closed sign’ could also now be removed.  In the Walking Track there are very untidy wires for the 
some of the lighting – could this be tidied up?  The toilet here was spotless and great to see the energy efficient 
sensor lighting.

Your polytunnel project has been thoroughly thought through on how to make an initiative as sustainable as 
possible – from leveraging donations of manure to reusing pots to choosing perennial plants.  Excellent and a great 
project worth sharing so other groups could learn from it.  Have you considered entering it in a Special Award?  
Again, very hard to award points here as the only reference is to thatched housing and local public houses.  Is the 
thatch source material from renewable sources, harvested and applied using sustainable techniques? I would 
strongly urge you to approach your local Environmental Awareness Officer to see what projects you could develop 
in this category.

It was evident you have the support of the local community as I saw a number of well maintained houses. A 
stand-out display was the old stores (red door) with beautiful planting outside on the R426.  An equally impressive 
private house with garden was next door – the same person I wonder?  Colliery Close and the residents deserves 
particular mention. Also, the beautiful mural on the shed gable wall on the way to the National School – spectacular.  
The owner of the green cottage on the Swan Road had an amazing display of roses.  There was a beautiful estate 
(semi circle of houses) which was well maintained – but no name plate I could see; is this Cois na hAbhainn?  
Chatsworth Estate provided a welcoming entrance to the walking track.

Overall this category was well maintained.  A few observations include; as you approach Clogh the entrance sign 
could do with the posts being painted.  Also, some of your road signs could do with a clean; something you could 
undertake or if not, ask your local Area Engineer.  At Cois na hAbhainn there is a 50kph speed sign that needs 
straightening.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Well done Clogh, keep up the great work and I can see you rising in the competition.  Make sure to leverage 
external help to develop projects, especially around biodiversity and sustainability.


