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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór! Welcome to the 2022 
Tidy Towns Competition  Castlecomer. Your submission was clearly presented as was your map.  Eircodes of Note 
was new to this Adjudicator and a very good idea. You have a small but obviously strong and dynamic committee 
and as can often be lost on non Tidy-Towners you meet regularly during the Spring and Summer but are in fact in 
action all 12 months of the year!  You place a lot of effort and emphasis on community engagement as is evident 
from the list of organizations and agencies that support you. Having help from your local architect must be 
invaluable with map production. Next year consider expanding the legend to include the names of the projects 
referenced. Keep up this great work as your continued success is contingent on the support you can leverage and 
that sense of community-wide endeavour which was so evident during my visit.  Well done on your commitment to 
social media, another task for you as volunteers, but you have reaped the benefits with a huge increase in followers 
over the last 12 months.  Not only does this help communicate with your community but also the wider National Tidy 
Towns community.

Congratulations on your draft Three Year Plan.  It was very well laid out providing short but useful information on the 
history of the town but also your own history in the competition.  Your Acknowledgements reflect, again, the 
importance you place on being an open and inclusive committee.  Continue to build on this draft, developing 
SMART actions that further your aims for the town.  A public consultation on the Plan may be useful to get feedback 
from the community? Make sure to check out the SDG information on www.tidytowns.ie as well as application form 
for the SDG Special Award which both have great ideas about how to align your activities with the Goals.
Finally it is clear you are investing significant resources in certain aspects of the Tidy Towns competition, such as 
Biodiversity which is most welcome.  Don’t forget though that increasing your points requires new and sustained 
initiatives across all categories!
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Castlecomer has a wonderful charm and character to it and it was a pleasure to walk along your streets on the day 
of my visit.  The architecture is wonderful from the traditional shopfronts to residential houses to larger buildings like 
the Bank of Ireland. An amazing mural too, opposite the old school house.   I particularly liked the Miners Coal 
Wagons – a wonderful memorial to Mr Walsh as well as a nod to the industrial heritage and history of the area.  
Your many interpretative panels were great to help orientate myself and get a history of the town.  I look forward to 
coming back some day to see your progress on the Pocket Parks and enhancements to Kilkenny Street.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

334

Maximum
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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326

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 334

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

13/07/2022

 



It was obvious that yu are committed to new forms of landscaping but also maintaining those areas already 
established in the town.  It is sad to see the loss of some beds (in this case due to construction) – perhaps you 
could work with the builder to off-set this loss as part of the new development.  My sincere condolences for the loss 
of loved ones during the year.  This must have been incredibly tough for you all, to honour their memories with tree 
planting was a beautiful and meaningful memorial.  In doing so you have celebrated their lives but also created a 
beautiful landscaping feature which will bring joy to others and benefit local wildlife.  I have no doubt those who 
passed away would be most grateful for this thoughtful project.  On the day I visited, the sun was shining and I took 
a moment to reflect in what was a most tranquil location.

Some items that could be addressed in the meantime in the Discovery Park (also align to Tidiness & Litter Control) 
with the aid of Coillte include:
- Clean signs at entrance
- The path, in sections, is pitted and needs repairing
- An old traffic cone with faded sign by the wooden gate near the picnic area should be removed
- Clean around the cuboid sculpture

You have shown great endeavour in this category.  Undertaking a baseline audit of habitats in your area will stand 
to you in the years to come; not only to develop and target interventions but to monitor your success against this 
baseline.  There is a wealth of information in this report, something that could be used to inform local talks, 
workshops and school activities – an absolute treasure trove of future projects.  Make sure to provide annual 
updates on its implementation for future Tidy Towns Adjudicators.
Your swift survey identified two locations which was great.  I sense your disappointment but remember many towns 
do not have any returning swifts.  Target buildings who are willing to have nest boxes erected and I expect you will 
see these numbers grow.  A tremendous amount of effort has been placed on Biodiversity in Castlecomer as is 
evident in your support of the AIPP, signage promoting this as well as the significant effort needed to leverage grant 
aid by your committee to plus information gaps as part of the fisheries survey.  In an era of a Biodiversity and 
Climate Crisis all these projects are great examples of community-led action.  Best of luck with the Pollinator Special 
Award!  You have a number of Future Planned projects which illustrates your longer-term commitment to this area.  
In particular, BioBlitz’s are great community events and I look forward to seeing how this went for you on social 
media during heritage week.

On the day of adjudication the town was litter free, well done.  Great to see you offer employment opportunities 
through TUS.  Have you approached the local school and takeaway to see if there is a way to reduce littering at key 
times?  Perhaps an audit with the support of your local Council team who it is also great to see you will be 
partnering with on dog waste initiatives.  In the meantime keep up the great work in terms of regular litterpicks and a 
big shout-out to the two unnamed ladies who go out twice weekly on your behalf.  With volunteers like these two 
gems you can only make things better in your community.

Your polytunnel project has been thoroughly thought through on how to make an initiatives as sustainable as 
possible – from leveraging donations of manure to reusing pots to choosing perennial plants.  Excellent and a great 
project worth sharing so other groups could learn from it.  Have you considered entering this is in a Special Award?  
Sustainability and Tidy Towns is all about changing thoughts and minds through actions and knowledge sharing.  
You are doing both and I loved how you have a dedicated section on your website – your statistics on water usage 
in showers was a real eye-opener.  Well done on the DIY mobile water tank – is this fed by water collected in water 
butts? Keep up the great work in this category Castlecomer Tidy Towns – make sure to leverage community 
partnerships too such as local schools, sports clubs and businesses.

It was evident you have the support of the local community as I saw a number of very well presented homes and 
estates.  Kilkenny Street in particular has a tremendous pride in their homes and whilst I agree it needs some 
attention due to vacant properties you have adopted the right approach by engaging with Kilkenny County Council 
and the owners.  Advocacy is a powerful tool in leveraging change and as a voluntary group, there is only so much 
you can do especially on properties outside your control.

Well done on your weed control and your commitment to no use of herbicide, encouraging others to follow suit.  All 
Approach Roads, and especially your main streets and lanes all looked very well.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

You are lucky to live in such a beautiful town, keep up the great work and remember to develop projects across all 
categories but your committment to biodiversity and sustainability is most welcome.




