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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór! Welcome to the 2022 
Tidy Towns Competition Ballyragget.  There is great community spirit in your small town; I especially like how your 
meetings are open to everyone.  This is not only inclusive, but illustrates to potential volunteers that they can help 
out… when they can.  Your school slogan sums it up – Step in, Help Out – It’s Your Community.  I really liked how 
the student crammed in so much of what Tidy Towns is all about; biodiversity, heritage, streetscape and community 
spirit.  Given you are this long in the competition you are doing really well in linking with other groups and agencies 
to support your work.  You also get your message out there in lot of different formats, ensuring everyone knows 
what is happening and how they can help.  This is often, and unseen, part of voluntary work but effective 
communications is essential; keep up the great work.  I especially like how you are engaging with young people, 
through the schools, scouts and GAA.  Your application was well laid out though definitely increase the usage of 
before and after photos and try to align each activity to the SDGs (also mentioned in your last Adjudication Report) – 
we appreciate this is a new field for groups but it is a wonderful tool both in terms of implementation and future 
planning.  There are resources available to assist on www.tidytowns.ie and the SDG Special Award Application 
Form.  Also, it would be useful to list the projects on your map (along with the number) and the category they align 
to.  It can be hard to remain under the radar during adjudication if you need to refer back to the main submission!
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Whilst I did not see the plaques in place, make sure to include them in next years submission as a NEW project.  It 
is a wonderful initiative and I wish you well with it.  Well done for taking on last years comments about signage – as 
well as your funding application to the local credit union.  You epitomise the importance of local community action in 
making our towns and villages more attractive places to visit, keep up the great work.  Be careful how you label 
projects here – if funding is being applied for or repairs are yet to happen these should be FP and then mentioned 
again in next years report.  The church grounds were very well maintained and I loved the fairy garden on the wall, 
beside the local childcare centre with the wonderful mural on the wall – simple yet highly effective.  Local 
businesses take great pride in their buildings; special mentions to St. Canice’s Credit Union and buildings around 
the Square.  Some projects listed here are more aligned to other categories so are assessed there (e.g. litterpicks, 
planting and grass cutting).  Well done for continuing with the Christmas Lights; no doubt a wonderful sight for 
children, families and people returning home on holiday.  Please do your best regarding the use of Irish in name 
plates; your local Area Engineer might be able to assist with this.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

307

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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80

80

55

55
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55

55

46

42

41

31

18

56

29

36

299

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 307

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

13/07/2022

 



Your flagship project for the year was a biodiversity and sustainable planting course for volunteers.  An excellent 
initiative by the ETB and well done to your team for taking the time to complete the 8-week course.  You will reap 
the benefits of this for years to come, having embedded this knowledge in your group. Well done on spreading the 
knowledge and the plants throughout the town.  The planting on the Island was tremendous.  Is there scope to 
augment the planting at the opposite end (with the solitary tree) to provide more colour and a food source for 
pollinators?  What is very evident from your application is that you are taking a very fresh and holistic look at 
planting, keep up the great work.  In the local park there is a significant grassed area that is important for recreation.  
However, is there scope to identify areas towards the fringe for more biodiversity/sustainable landscaping practices?  
Again here, make sure to include projects aligned to the category; 5-minute sweep is more suited to the Tidiness 
and Litter Control Section.  Well done on trialing new methods such as the project behind the crash barrier.  As you 
said, if it works – great.  If not, you can always adopt a different approach.  Keep up your collaborations with local 
estates, they are lucky to have access to such supports.

The course undertaken by volunteers has influenced so many of the categories which is wonderful to see.  The 
Town Ecologies report sounds very interesting.  Can I suggest that you have this as a dedicated section in each 
submission flagging progress made?  Tabular format would be a good way to display the information.  Could you 
engage with the local GAA and see if some of the non-playing areas could be managed for biodiversity? I may be 
wrong but I get the sense there is more taking place than what I’m reading in your submission.  Manual weed 
control and zero herbicide use is more suited to this category than Sustainability and well done on this initiative; 
herbicide use is something that should be completely phased out given the impacts to wildlife.  We are in the middle 
of a Biodiversity Crisis so make sure to keep up your great work here.

Not a scrap of litter to be seen, excellent work Ballyragget Tidy Towns! I also see that you segregate your litterpicks; 
this is very time intensive but a fantastic way to divert as much material as possible from landfill.  It is great to see so 
many groups supporting your work in this category.  There was some weeds around the town but I noted you 
remove these manually so no doubt they are on your hitlist!  Issues that could be addressed in the next 12 months:
-    Some of the railings around the park were dislodged/missing and need fixing
-    The lamp posts in the Green also need freshening up
-    Could the ‘Village Green’ wooden post sign be varnished or painted?
-    The planter at the entrance to the playground obscures the sign behind – perhaps consider moving it
-    The Red Barn is quite dilapidated – could you engage with the owner or undertake some project here 
yourselves like the adjacent window murals?
-    The rubbish bin outside the Credit Union needs to be cleaned
-    Three empty poles by the milk churn planters at the Church could be removed or perhaps a sign developed 
and placed on them.
-    An old shed just inside the local GAA Grounds has become a dumping spot.  Perhaps consider securing 
this building.

Again, your approach to planting and upcycling old boats is making you leaders in sustainable landscaping.  There 
are innovative approaches to reusing old items which is wonderful; the crochet group should be lauded for their 
work.  It is sustainable, social and charitable.  I also like how you are offering cups and plates for events.  Parties 
can lead to so much waste arising from single use plastics and paper plates.  This is a simple yet highly effective 
way to help combat this and is something other groups could learn from.  I get the impression you are focusing on 
effective and meaningful projects to promote sustainability locally, well done and we look forward to what new 
projects you develop in years to come.  Well done to the local Priests House where I noted solar panels on the roof! 
Maybe for the coming year engage with your local Environmental Awareness Officer in Kilkenny County Council to 
see if there is grant aid that can support you and make sure to looks at other Tidy Towns adjudication reports as 
well as Special Award winners to get inspiration.

Continue your engagement with the local authority with regard to vacant properties.  Whilst outside your direct 
control, having community advocates such as yourselves is very important.  Small interventions such as your 
window boxes helps take the edge off their appearance.  Well done to Glenvale on their success in the Tidiest 
Estates Awards.  Station Avenue looked very well, perhaps some bedding plants around the base of their 
impressive nameplate for next year?  Lovely to see new trees being planted here.  Houses throughout the town 
were maintained to a high standard with special mention to Tullaghbase and their lovely rose bushes.  Also the 
impressive home on Castle Street with the beautifully ornate railing outside.  The residents of Brookfield should be 
very proud – their estate was immaculate.  From the list of activities taking place by residents in your submission it 
is very obvious that everyone is doing their bit to make Ballyragget a beautiful place to live and visit.

Well done to your CE Scheme workers and all the work they do, in this category they are maintaining approach road 
grassed areas.  Again, as mentioned earlier it is great to see you taking on board previous adjudicators comments.  
It is evident that your volunteers are doing amazing work as your town looked tremendous on all approach roads 
with lovely bedding areas and well-kept signage. Whilst it is great to advocate for local hedges, remember it is not 
something to ‘encourage’, it is the law that no hedge cutting take place during the summer months and is only 
permissible in situations of health and safety.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



something to ‘encourage’, it is the law that no hedge cutting take place during the summer months and is only 
permissible in situations of health and safety.

Concluding Remarks:

I get a tremendous sense that there is huge potential in your group and that in the years to come you will advance 
further in the competition.  Well done and keep up your amazing work.


