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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.

Despite 200 new homes built in the last few years, Straffan has continued to keep its identity as a small village 
community.   Straffan TidyTowns has worked hard continuing to build strong links with the many voluntary groups, 
sporting bodies and authorities.      Communication is important and it was good to see the range of ways in which 
you reach out to residents.  Thanks to the Straffan Foroige for the help and input they have provided to you all.   
Perhaps some of their members would be interested in doing some tik-toks or Instagram’s about the work of the 
community within this competition?  

You are particularly commended for your work identifying how your actions help advance the United Nation’s 17 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  Throughout your entry you highlight how you have integrated these into 
your plans and local policies.  It was a little difficult to determine which of the works detailed in your entry form, were 
completed over the last 12 months.  But your active social media pages helped with this.  Communication is 
important and we smiled with your dedication on-line to share experiences of landscaping from many other 
communities! You are always learning and sharing.  Well done to all the Straffan volunteers.  

You are strategic and focused on your work and are near completion of your long-term plan.  Reviewing this will 
help you measure your successes.  You will be developing a new plan; it is important to liaise with the community 
and ask them for their ideas and suggestion to be incorporated into your next long-term plan of action across all the 
adjudication categories of this competition.
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Congratulations on securing funding to develop a heritage trail around the village.  The Edward VII post box was in 
immaculate condition as well as the other post box further up the street.  As this monarch died in 1910, this is 
note-worthy for its age!
We saw many other features that no doubt would be included in the heritage trail.  Have you contacted the Heritage 
Officer of Kildare County Council?  She could help provide direction and guidance on content for this also.  In what 
condition are these buildings and featured? Have you identified any actions needed to prevent their deterioration for 
example?   

Street art was lovely – how nice it was to see traditional galvanised utility boxes transformed by your talented artist. 
Non-residents can enjoy these on your FaceBook pages.  Business premises, such as the dispensary, have 
discreet signage that ties in nicely with the traditional presentation of the village.

The central crossroads of Straffan with the raised road, emphasises that is a shared space for all users to enjoy.  
Straffan Inn is a lovely focal point in the village.   The Community Hall is a more modern building, and your excellent 
use of planters here really enhances this area.  It was beautifully set with flower-filled planters and window paintings 
and raised beds with hostas and St. John’s wort and many more flowers.  The carefully positioned water butt here 
collects rainwater from the gutters that can be used to supplement the planters.
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discreet signage that ties in nicely with the traditional presentation of the village.

The central crossroads of Straffan with the raised road, emphasises that is a shared space for all users to enjoy.  
Straffan Inn is a lovely focal point in the village.   The Community Hall is a more modern building, and your excellent 
use of planters here really enhances this area.  It was beautifully set with flower-filled planters and window paintings 
and raised beds with hostas and St. John’s wort and many more flowers.  The carefully positioned water butt here 
collects rainwater from the gutters that can be used to supplement the planters.

The unusual planters at the entrance to Scoil Brid caught the eye – marks for recycling here!  It was lovely to see so 
many flowers and plants in this area so well done to all at the school for this work. 

You have planted up and positioned a lot of planters and tubs around Straffan.  Consider the position of each one to 
ensure they make the most impact.  As mentioned, they make great impact at the Community Centre.  However, in 
other areas tubs are set on top of soil in flower beds, where it is felt the plants could be positioned directly into the 
ground.  It would look better and this would reduce the water necessary to maintain the plants in these containers.  

It was a lovely sentiment to see that the 2016 Entente Florale award dedicated to deceased members of Straffan 
TidyTowns.  With many talented gardeners in your community, you could run a workshop on cuttings, growing from 
seed,  or teach others how to split plants or offer prizes for wildlife- friendly actions.  

How lovely to read that the tree at Lodge Park serves at the focal point for the Christmas decorations in the village – 
don’t forget to loosen lights as the tree grows.  Maintenance of the graveyard was very good so well done to those 
involved.    The Heritage Council has recently published a handy guide on caring for graveyards.  
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/Top-Tips-for-Caring-for-Historic-Graveyards.pdf

The Council is also helping you remove diseased trees.  Do continue to replace these as a legacy for future 
generations.

The school pupils have benefited from a workshop about Irish bees.  They learnt about their importance to the 
economy and how actions taken by families in their own gardens can make an impact and help stop the decline of 
these pollinators.   The school has also built some bug hotels.  Have there been any residents? One nice idea seen 
elsewhere is to provide magnifying glasses and guides so that visitors can explore and look closely the variety of 
insects in public gardens.  

Best of luck in your funding application for the development of a local Biodiversity Action Plan. It is important to have 
professional advice to know the best ways to raise awareness and enhance appropriately habitats and wildlife 
across the community.  Like your long-term plan, such guidance is important to keep your work focused and to 
ensure that everything you do is beneficial.  For example, using peat free compost, or your own compost help 
towards sustainability.  You have mentioned the many hundreds of native trees in the local hotel.  One particularly 
nice project is where volunteers collect acorns which are grown as samplings and replanted.  

Ivy is a particularly good plant for wildlife as it is one of the few that provides pollen late in the season.  Don’t be 
afraid to leave more corners with logs, or with longer grass, for wildlife.  
 
It was lovely to read about your close links with the local hotel and much is known and recorded about the wildlife 
and habitats there.  Did you know that the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan has a guidance specifically for golf courses?  It 
details actions that could easily be complete by the managers to allow for excellent grounds, whilst also benefitting 
wildlife.  See www.pollinators.ie for free downloadable resources if you don’t already have it.

Goodness - you collected a lot of rubbish as part of your Green Kilometre initiative.  Well done.  
Thank you to the many volunteers across the generations who have helped over the last 12 months to keep Straffan 
free of litter.  

It was nice that the disposable gloves provided at the fuel station were compostable. 

The pedestrian entrance gates were very nicely presented painted in the local GAA colours.  But they were partly 
covered.  Maybe some of the notice boards here would be better placed on the adjacent wall, covering the empty 
notice board?

In your submission for this category you have listed many commendable different actions that help make your 
community more sustainable.  This includes metal recycling, swap shops for school uniforms, collection of old 
reading glasses to pass on to other users, for example.  With blended working more prevalent, is there anywhere in 
the village for hot desking? 

The bus stops were in use and had details of times and routes displayed.  It is suggested you provide cycling 
parking here because bikes were locked to several lampposts.  The owners had obviously cycled to get the bus – 
well done them.  Could you possibly move the litter bins to beside the bus stop on the community-centre side of the 
road?  It would seem to be a better position for users waiting here.    

You have in the past purchased energy saving LED lights for festive lighting – how much did you save so far, do you 
know?  For a group so advanced in the competition, have you consider applying to SEAI for support to develop an 
Energy Master Plan for the community?  This would support businesses, schools, community, and private 
homeowners in actions to reduce and save energy usage.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



Thank you to the many volunteers across the generations who have helped over the last 12 months to keep Straffan 
free of litter.  

It was nice that the disposable gloves provided at the fuel station were compostable. 

The pedestrian entrance gates were very nicely presented painted in the local GAA colours.  But they were partly 
covered.  Maybe some of the notice boards here would be better placed on the adjacent wall, covering the empty 
notice board?

We were impressed to read in your entry form that not only have you worked hard to link with the estates in Straffan, 
but you have also liaised closely with the building contractors of new estates in the process of being built. This has 
allowed for opportunity to input with ideas for trees, paths etc – well done!

There is a lovely pedestrian route from Coarsemoor Estate that is being managed with wildlife.  There is a bug hotel 
and flowers in the area.  Only the edges of the grass are mown,  allowing for wildlife and pollinators to benefit from 
the longer grass and flower heads.  Perhaps some more bee-friendly perennials could be added here?  At the end 
of this walkway you enter a new estate and on the left is a north-facing high concrete block wall that's quite bare.  
This would be an ideal place to grow ivy or other climbers.  

All homes and entrances to residential estates were very nicely presented.  The new street art on St Bridget's 
Terrace name stone was lovely.  Other homes caught the eye including Straffan Cottage for example, and home 
No.  733 with its lovely sunflowers.  The heads provide lots of seeds for birds. 

Few of the estate names were displayed in both Irish and English.  Perhaps this could be an action to advocate in 
your long-term plan?  We were surprised to see few homes with solar panels, especially new builds.  On 
adjudication, a lot of hot water could have been produced with copious sunshine! Does the community centre have 
a solar panel?

Trees on the southern approach road into Straffan help give a good sense of place.  Maybe some more could be 
planted on the newer northern approach roads also and a local volunteer assigned to each tree with responsibility to 
nourish their tree etc?  This ownership could help trees in their early years when they are more likely to be damaged 
or suffer from lack of water etc.  

The welcome sign on the school road should be relocated as the village has grown passed it.  It currently omits the 
school and another new residential estate. 
  
In some cases the grass edges and verges were very tightly mown on approaches.  As you have the luxury of grass 
on both sides of the pavement, the edge between the pavement and roadside boundary walls could be allowed to 
grow longer for pollinators.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Your endeavours over the lasty 49 years in this National Competition, especially during lock-down, have resulted in 
both strong friendships and a strong community spirit.  You are commended for your knowledge of the Sustainable 
Development Goals and how your actions across Straffan village are making a difference at all levels.  Thank you 
for your submission and hard work.


