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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.

What a great entry form you have submitted packed with pictures and captions – well done on whoever collated it 
but more importantly well done to the volunteers and your great achievements over the last 12 months.   You have 
partners and support across the wider Newbridge community.   Your Facebook page was active and shared good 
news as well as sad news celebrating the life of past TidyTowns volunteers.  You have a lot of followers who 
interact and share your stories.  

For 45 years you have entered this national competition.  You have a long-term plan, and your work is focussed.  
This has helped to develop a proud community that is not afraid to head out, roll up their sleeves and help improve 
their area.
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Old Garrison Church has the most striking, operational windvane that this adjudicator has ever seen.  Perhaps the 
old wrought iron gates at the far end at this church could be enhanced nicely as a very rusty and how do you get 
modern chain and padlock.   Newbridge Local History Group has wonderful information on-line of the heritage 
buildings – can you provide some QR codes for mobile phone users to access this when walking around?  this could 
be something possibly for an application for funding to the Heritage Office of Kildare County Council.  

On Main street, we were impressed with its separate cycling lane to the inside of the cars allowing for safe passage.  
Other buildings stood out including the Bank of Ireland with nicely presented wrought-iron railings. But what did 
detract was the streetlamps and the clutter of overhead wires and CCTV cameras.  Are there long-term plans to 
place these underground and replace the lights?  It is suggested that more street trees are provided as they have 
many benefits and may help to detract from the clutter.  

With shops renting ground floor units, it was felt that a few upper floors were neglected.  
The Whitewater Shopping Centre enjoys a commanding position and has good potential.  It is suggested that the 
highly positioned name signs here are replaced before they look too tired.  One idea for a long-term project for your 
streetscape might be for terraced business premises to work together to get their chimneys painted. This would 
make a good impression and would be very cost effective.  

The new paving and road surfacing on Cutlery Road really enhances the area and the line of independent attractive 
shops looked well including ‘Muse  Interiors’.  

A couple of phone boxes were noted that were damaged.  If not needed by the community, can they be removed?  
Rest areas are important so the work of Newbridge’s Rotary and Access Groups to review where rest benches are 
located, and repair and add more as necessary, is highly commended.   

Whilst your long-term plan does not seem to address commercial premises, it is suggested that you have the most 
potential to advance in this category through targeted enhancement of commercial premises, upgrade of 
streetlamps etc.  Don’t forget to keep a photographic record as your Streetscape is enhanced.
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The new paving and road surfacing on Cutlery Road really enhances the area and the line of independent attractive 
shops looked well including ‘Muse  Interiors’.  

A couple of phone boxes were noted that were damaged.  If not needed by the community, can they be removed?  
Rest areas are important so the work of Newbridge’s Rotary and Access Groups to review where rest benches are 
located, and repair and add more as necessary, is highly commended.   

Whilst your long-term plan does not seem to address commercial premises, it is suggested that you have the most 
potential to advance in this category through targeted enhancement of commercial premises, upgrade of 
streetlamps etc.  Don’t forget to keep a photographic record as your Streetscape is enhanced.

You have used planters to great effect, placing them at quite mundane and busy traffic junctions to bring bursts of 
colour.  You are using peat-free compost and more pollinator-friendly plants.   Your adjudicator parked up near the 
R445 to take some pictures of the planters by pulling into Dunnes carpark.  Then we were so delighted to see the 
pollinator planting in Dunnes – this was so unexpected and a delight!  The mix of pollinator-friendly annuals included 
cornflowers, ox-eye daisies, and poppies.  It is a lovely example of how a mundane corner of a carpark can be 
transformed.  Well done, Dunnes! 

If others are inspired by Dunnes, there is great information on-line.  At www.pollinators.ie  there is advice on how to 
grow your own wildflower meadow by allowing native grasses to grow and adopting a ‘mow & lift’ grass mowing 
regime.  The only cost is time.  

Not only are road junctions looking good, but the public area outside The Arts Centre was also  lovely.  Striking 
planters, with an array of shrubs and perennials protect the public providing a sheltered outdoor space to enjoy.  It 
was felt that it was a strong addition to this civic space.    

And it kept getting better - it was an absolute delight to visit The Liffey Valley Linear Park.  What creative, fantastic 
artists you have in Newbridge?  Every lamppost and sign had some fun or witty attachment including dream 
catchers,  caterpillars, crocheted flowers,  and even flying pigs.  The Park itself with nicely managed with longer 
grass allowed along the riparian zones to protect the waterway, and had great information about local wildlife.  Is 
this were you organise your bat walks? 
The park was a delightful area to explore, and all involved should be warmly congratulated.

You have a Biodiversity Action Plan from ecologists, and have implemented a lot of the actions on this.  Raising 
awareness and enhancing habitats are important steps.  You cleverly planted native saplings in front of a bare wall 
to screen it.    You have regular bat walks and are developing a tree trail.  The latter would be great if it was 
interactive with activities to complete or clues to gather at each tree.

Litter  is one area that you've tried to target and on adjudication day you had done well.  You have a lot more litter 
picking teams  - the ‘Pick a Patch’ Crews!  And the Curragh Plains is one big patch – so 50 of you and other 
TidyTowns volunteers also helped.  Well done.   

As per your long-term plan, there was little street clutter observed blocking pavements.  

The civic spaces appeared litter free for example.   There were fresh pieces of litter such as crisp packets outside 
some of the busier sweet shops.  But it was anticipated that they would have been picked up quickly by the shops, 
as there was no sign of large pieces of litter lying around.  Some litter was noticed on Henry Street.  Perhaps this is 
not included in the daily litter sweep?  There was some concern about cigarette butts also outside public houses.  
Have you carried out a litter survey?  You would do this at different times of the day/week to identify the main types 
of litter and when it is mostly dropped.  You may be able to come up with a list of actions to address some of these 
issues.  

Graffiti tags were noticed in a couple of places.  You state this is a problem.  Have you got any graffiti-wipes from 
the Council for te smaller patches as opposed to have areas re-painted?  With many youth clubs only now 
reopening post Covid-19, perhaps an outreach art project could help also?  

The Council could help you to remove two large redundant metal pillars outside closed premises Main Street.  
On many of the streetlamps, the external wiring has been fastened with cable ties and the workers have not 
trimmed these.  It is felt that this is sloppy work that detracts. 

It's suggested you do an audit of signs.  Some seems grubby, bent or not necessary.  e.g.  finger signs for the 
shopping centre or individual premises or the fire station.  The Sli na Slainte were very old and battered.  Other 
signs outside The Arts Centre are no long relevant and should also be removed.

You promote many sustainability campaigns including reusing coffee cups, low energy lighting in homes and are 
advancing the provision of a water refill station in the park.  Three local premises are registered with Refill Ireland 
offering free water top ups.  This includes The Arts Centre – check out www.refill.ie.  
It was nice to see some reused and preloved options to buy from ‘Noah's Ark’, ‘NCBI’, ‘Sue Ryder’ and even at  
Newbridge Silverware! 
With the proposed Greenway have you consider expanding cycling provisions in the town with permanently installed 
bike pumps/tools? Or cycling proficiency classes for locals?  

In your entry form, you have examined your actions and detailed how each helps Ireland advance the UN’s 
Sustainable Development Goals.  It is good to see this and please continue to raise awareness and share such 
details.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



the Council for te smaller patches as opposed to have areas re-painted?  With many youth clubs only now 
reopening post Covid-19, perhaps an outreach art project could help also?  

The Council could help you to remove two large redundant metal pillars outside closed premises Main Street.  
On many of the streetlamps, the external wiring has been fastened with cable ties and the workers have not 
trimmed these.  It is felt that this is sloppy work that detracts. 

It's suggested you do an audit of signs.  Some seems grubby, bent or not necessary.  e.g.  finger signs for the 
shopping centre or individual premises or the fire station.  The Sli na Slainte were very old and battered.  Other 
signs outside The Arts Centre are no long relevant and should also be removed.

You work with most estates distributing trees, saplings and helping with planting at name stones.  It will be good to 
see this expanded next year with your proposal to help create fruit & nut gardens.  Are there any herb gardens in 
estates for residents to use – it can be lovely to have some basil or parsley to hand when making soup?  

Homes and businesses on McElwain terrace, such as The Samaritans were presented very nicely.   Many 
residential areas were very smartly presented such as College Park.

George's lane was striking.  We  enjoyed the ambience of this pedestrianised area and the sculptures depicting 
market traders. We loved the female mural off Market Square.  You are developing a few of these and they can 
make a great impact.  

The top of the aptly named Cutlery Road has the large water tower dominating the landscape.  It has such great 
potential for a striking mural or fun artwork – and there is no shortage of clever artists judging by the works in Liffey 
Linear Park.  

The public car park in front of St. Conleth's GAA grounds could be enhanced, and rusty bollards and bent signs 
removed.  Side alleys such as Ann Street and Robert Street were nicely presented and freshly tarmacked.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was an absolute delight to visit Newbridge – your parks and public areas were of very high quality.  Compare 
images from the internet to see how much you have achieved - the enhancement of public spaces, segregated 
cycle lanes, litter crews, floral displays, and yarnbombing (to name a few) have made great differences to the 
presentation of your town.   Continue along this path of transformation.  Hopefully many more will be encouraged to 
be involved with your work as Newbridge grows.


