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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.

Thank you for your entry form, your detailed map, and your long-term plan. You also included lots of photographs.  
Goodness you have done a lot.  There's real energy in your entry and this was reflected when we visited your 
community.  Narraghmore Tidy Towns is a sub-committee of your Development Council.  In May this year you 
appointed additional roles on your committee that included a Biodiversity Coordinator, Assistant Mobility 
Coordinator, and a Planning Coordinator. We wish Mary, Alison and Lorraine the best of luck and may you rise to 
the challenge.  

You have had great support from the council and many other local businesses.  It was good to hear of your strong 
links with the County Council’s Heritage Officer and your appreciation of her encouragement to apply for help 
drafting a Biodiversity Action Plan.  

Planning is important.  As volunteers you are generally limited in what you can achieve.  As such the development 
of plans (Long-Term and Biodiversity Action Plans) helps keep you focused and allows you to measure your 
successes.  Communication is also important so do continue to share your stories in traditional media, social media 
and by word of mouth.
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Business premises in the centre of your village were presented very nicely including The Mel’s Gastro Pub, the 
Credit Union, and The Old Hardware Store. The Chinese restaurant had lovely displays of flowers and different 
coloured recycled containers.  It was nice to see the Post Office sign still in place even though this premises is now 
sadly closed.  

In the evening there are external shutters at the tearoom and shops which are quite industrial looking, and it's 
wondered if they could even be painted in the style and the colour scheme of the main building here?  

Some thought is needed to go into the protection / bollards around the village pump.  As there are already orange 
plastic bollards here to prevent access - could this area be re-developed into a raised bed with a low wall maybe?  
An artist could come up with some ideas to present to the Local Engineer.  Indeed if you look across the road, the 
landscaping and bollards used in front of the pub opposite ideally could be replicated at this corner.  

We love the fact that empty properties were nicely displayed and have more pollinator signs on show. Your new 
planters looked well.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

267

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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80

80
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TOTAL MARK 550 267

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

14/07/2022

 



We love the fact that empty properties were nicely displayed and have more pollinator signs on show. Your new 
planters looked well.

Effort over the past 12-months has been put into your seasonal planting plan.  This plan has considered year-round 
colour for the village. For example, there are snowdrops in the Winter and alliums in the Summer. 

In-ground planting has been considered and that should always take preference to containers.  The location of 
every container and planter should be considered for its ease of being watered and maintained but also work and 
make a strong impact. 

The new public seating and raised planters was admired on Wood Road.  Newly planted small trees either side of 
the benches were also admired. Some care might be needed with laurel and montbretia. Laurel doesn't offer much 
for wildlife as you will know from your biodiversity work.  Montbretia is classed by Transport Infrastructure Ireland as 
an invasive roadside and should be contained where possible to prevent its spread.

As well as the newly planted trees on Wood Road, additional native plants have been added to the hedges.  This 
should help fill in the gals and provide good continuity of habitat.  

It was lovely to see the mature horse-chestnut at the entrance to Hillview Terrace.  Have the bird boxes here had 
many residents? 

One activity is for young adults or families to assemble bird boxes. There are good templates available from 
Birdwatch Ireland's website. You can also find from here some useful information on where best to put them up and 
what designs work for what species of birds. 

We loved the new bed across the road containing many pollinator-friendly plants and some lovely fun signage to 
explain this.

Many of your volunteers have been cleaning road signs and tidying up the name stones at the entrance to the 
village. These all looked well as a result.  Weeds are also removed without using chemicals.  Do let others know of 
your actions and how you are protecting the habitats around Narraghmore  by reducing your use of chemicals. 

Redundant poles without signs should be removed which helps to reduce clutter.  
There was a caution children sign near Oak Park that needs to be removed or replaced.

Your sustainability team organised a talk about retrofitting homes in the community to reduce energy use, and 
hopefully help reduce energy bills.  With rising fuel costs the series of talks you have organised should be of interest 
to the community. It was great to see the permanent bike pump and the tools available at the bike stands outside 
the tea rooms. The wooden planter here was just lovely,  as was the copper beech tree.  

You have purchased a new composter – will you use your compost in your flower beds?  This could be an idea for 
another community workshop – making your own compost, or seed sharing? 

Is there a good bus service for the community?  You could advertise the times and fares.

It was good to read that you have a lot of representatives from most of the residential estates on your new 
organising committee.  There's a nice green area in Oak Park with maturing trees. Perhaps some of the grass here 
could be mowed in a more bee-friendly manner? It's recommended that you try and have a tree volunteer in each 
area. Their role would be to provide water and mulch at the base of trees and importantly loosen support straps as 
the tree grows. This would be something to watch for in Oak Park.  Here many of the growing trees have outgrown 
the straps which are now damaging their bark.

The mural at the side of The Old Hardware is lovely to view when you arrive into Narraghmore from this side of the 
village.  Welcome stones looked well.  

Could utility boxes be enhanced?  They could be painted with some inspirational messages or covered with some 
nice images.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We loved the mural on The Old Hardware created by many young teenagers in the village depicting what was 
important to them.  As well as GAA and friends and family, the treehouse, the ducks at the nature reserve, and even 
Mel's pizza got a feature. This is a lovely credit to a wonderful community. Well done on your work over the past 12 
months.
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