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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.

Thank you for your nicely collated entry form summarising the breadth of activity over the last 12 months. Also, 
thanks for your long-term plan, which helps keep you focused on your aims and objectives and allows you to 
measure your successes.  One recommendation may be to add an action to recruit volunteers, specifically to help 
with communication.  You already have an excellent Facebook page with a lot of followers, and it be a really good 
way to continue to build awareness of your work and potentially attract more volunteers.  With new homes being 
built, and premises being renovated, there might be a lot of potential new volunteers moving to the area that might 
be happy to help in many different ways.  Another place to communicate might be through the community notice 
board at McConville's SuperValu.  

You work with many other businesses, the Council, and many other bodies including Midlands Prison.  You also 
work across the community with youth groups, sports clubs, and schools. Many of them received hedgehog boxes 
this year.  Maybe next April you can do a census of these? 

For 26 years you have entered this national competition and great improvements have been achieved by your joint 
efforts working together and supporting each other.  Thank you for the lovely entry form with the many pictures of 
the projects, and ‘before-and-after’ pictures. It demonstrates how much you have achieved this year.
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Market Square is a nice focal point.  You are highly commended for your efforts here. The reconditioned streetlights 
here look very well and the flowers and protective railings around the central monument help to emphasise this. 
Your adjudicator wondered if even wider paving could be provided to make more of a presence and protection for 
that monument. The green space opposite has great potential. It would be good to provide bicycle parking in this 
area, as a number of bikes were tied to posts.  Both premises on the corners of Market Square looked well: the 
arches of the old bank building were nicely maintained; and the pharmacy had freshly painted signage looking well 
here.  Thanks also to the pharmacy for looking after the planters in this area.  

Once you enter Water Mills Place there were some lovely premises, such as the library. The car park had nice 
planting around the edges. You have an exceptionally talented artist, the wildlife paintings on the utility boxes were 
so good we had to double check that they weren't photos.  Consider if an entrance name or some quality signage at 
the entrance to this area could be provided.  Perhaps the gable end at the entrance to be utilised to create an image 
or signage? 

Further on Main Street more buildings were very nicely presented such as Mooney's. 

There were a number of sites that were derelict, and the roofs tiles have come off on Canal Harbour Road.  Have 
you reported these to the council? Adjacent to here was a lovely little corner of pollinator friendly planting and some 
young rowan trees full of berries.

Your volunteers are also commended for the lovely artwork on the Brewery Buildings and others on Dublin Street.  
A number of the newer businesses properties here are closed and it’s suggested that you ask for permission to put 
in window displays empty to passers-by. 

Well done to all involved with enhancing the entrance store and the planters at St John's church. The church on 
Drogheda Street presented nicely and there was another lovely planted raised bed inside the boundary entrance 
gates. In Monasterevin a number of commercial buildings are now closed, and it is wondered if there are any grants 
or supports available to ensure they do not deteriorate in condition? 

The two new school developments (the national school and the nearly completed secondary schools)  will provide 
more opportunity for outdoor classrooms, landscaping, and activities across all adjudication categories.
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the entrance to this area could be provided.  Perhaps the gable end at the entrance to be utilised to create an image 
or signage? 

Further on Main Street more buildings were very nicely presented such as Mooney's. 

There were a number of sites that were derelict, and the roofs tiles have come off on Canal Harbour Road.  Have 
you reported these to the council? Adjacent to here was a lovely little corner of pollinator friendly planting and some 
young rowan trees full of berries.

Your volunteers are also commended for the lovely artwork on the Brewery Buildings and others on Dublin Street.  
A number of the newer businesses properties here are closed and it’s suggested that you ask for permission to put 
in window displays empty to passers-by. 

Well done to all involved with enhancing the entrance store and the planters at St John's church. The church on 
Drogheda Street presented nicely and there was another lovely planted raised bed inside the boundary entrance 
gates. In Monasterevin a number of commercial buildings are now closed, and it is wondered if there are any grants 
or supports available to ensure they do not deteriorate in condition? 

The two new school developments (the national school and the nearly completed secondary schools)  will provide 
more opportunity for outdoor classrooms, landscaping, and activities across all adjudication categories.

We were impressed how local businesses have adopted the management of planters around Monasterevin.  

The entrance gates to the wildflower garden and subsequently Lady Drogheda Garden were very nice - what a 
lovely place to explore. We were greeted by a lovely smell of summer flowers, a range of roses, mallow, and many 
others. Perhaps a welcome sign could be erected here as your adjudicator was unsure if this is private or not, and 
some locals were unsure too? Hopkins Garden and the monuments are very attractive, perhaps some more 
information will be provided on the notice board here as there was room for more information here.  

We really liked the entrance gates at Monasterevin AFC and it’s a great example how a concrete wall can be 
transformed.  How many different species of wildlife have been painted here? This is one maybe for the children in 
the nearby creche to answer.

What a lovely little area is the Riverside Park.  Here there was a nice variety of maturing trees, public seating and 
picnic tables, and great views of the heritage aqueducts and railway bridge. The St Brigid’s cross was admired.  The 
area is managed for wildlife and the grass was full of clover, buttercups, and daisies.  The pollinator corner, the 
bee-friendly planting, compost bin, and bug hotels all help raise awareness of actions we can copy at home. The 
clever fish mural on the shed, using both sides of the utility building, was attractive.  You're very dedicated. 
However, we were unsure about the small house and its purpose?

What a wonderful line of mature trees there are on Drogheda Street.

Old wrought iron railings at the entrance to another private riverside garden on Main Street looked well but maybe 
they could be enhanced by following guidance from your Heritage Officer. This garden had an impressive large tree 
and sadly details that it was the site for the hanging of a local reverend in 1798. 

Planters are very useful to brighten up more mundane buildings. It is suggested that the front of the community hall 
could be enhanced with a couple of attractive boxes.  There didn't seem to be any information here about your work.

This is year 2 of your Biodiversity Action Plan and you are working through a series of actions across the 
community.  Part of this is where you promote no chemical use, using vinegar and salt as an alternative. You have 
also reduced your mowing cycles and promoted an appreciation of native wild flora and insect life.  The latter has 
been achieved through the lovely murals we mentioned earlier in this report.  You could print some postcards of 
these murals or create an activity sheet based on a walking trail around the town viewing them.  

You have reached out to many of the resident associations to help share actions from your plan and help them as 
needed.  It is lovely to read that the Residents Associations in St Evin’s Park Back Committee are maintaining their 
wildflower meadow again.  This is hard work.  There is great advice on how others can develop their own wildflower 
meadow using the natural seed stock.  This, and other great advice is available from the resources page at 
www.pollinators.ie 

Perhaps you can lead a wildlife walk during Heritage Week – a bat walk on a summer’s evening is always popular.  
Or have a prize for the first person to see your swifts return?  Children could also draw wildlife pictures to display in 
some of the local show windows that are empty.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



‘Pick with Pat’ – we love the new slogan and thanks to Pat for encouraging everyone to join her daily litter picks 
through Monasterevin.  Family groups and TY students also helped with regular litter picks.   Thanks to all for their 
help.  

You have also included great pictures of the Monasterevin Kayak Club helping out with the canal cleaning.  

One area to think about under the tidiness category is the removal of old hanging baskets, and remnants of flags 
and bunting from properties that are permanently closed.  Watch out for cable ties left on a number of lamp posts. 

One suggestion of a project that could make difference is to enhance your sewage vent pipes. The ones noted were 
quite rusty. Painting these could make a big difference.
At Market Cross there was an old rusty yellow and black post with some commercial signs.  Can this be removed?  

Most bins were nearly full, so we wondered if adjudication day was just before a cycle of bin emptying. Near bins, 
there were small pieces of litter, and some fresh litter was noticed on a couple of the streets.  Have you completed a 
litter survey? This would involve surveying areas at different times of the week and recording the locations and 
types of litter noticed.  From this you could devise some actions to try and reduce littering.

This category of the competition is about using our resources wisely.  You have outlined a series of activities you 
have supported or promoted that link to this category of the competition.  This includes: a mobile bicycle repair 
service;  collections for the local food bank; promotion of local recycling initiatives.  Cycle lanes are being developed 
– has the community organised any cycling proficiency classes? 

We were interested to read about the activities of the Monasterevin Sustainable Energy Community.  How many 
premises have been retrofitted?  Have you any statistics on the level of improvements and carbon emissions 
saved?  

A number of residents were noted waiting for buses so you must have a good service. Do you advertise times and 
fares?   Ways to promote public transport are welcome.  

We particularly like the hanging baskets of the fire station. Marks here for reusing old helmets and for a sense of 
humour. 

There are a lot of new residents in the area, so have you explored offering hot desks to rent? Perhaps this is on 
offer somewhere already in the community?

Homes on the main street were nicely presented.  Some were very sympathetically restored.  Terraced premises on 
the west end looked really well and the second-floor window boxes on the one with a blue door caught the eye. 

On Drogheda Street residential properties were nicely presented.  New homes around the harbour and the canal 
boats all looked lovely. Mary's Lane Park looks well with some lovely mature trees at the end for residents to enjoy.  
Have they ever put any bird boxes into this area or surveyed the wildlife living in these trees and the surrounding 
area?

Homes in Togher Grove look lovely.  Unfortunately the new trees as you enter this area are both dead. Can they be 
replaced? Watch out for use of weed killer in long grass edges in some areas here.  

One residential area that disappointed was the new apartment block on the Dublin Road adjacent to the bridge. 
Here bins need to be screened and the name of this road also needs to be provided. Also, where possible, rusty 
satellite dishes should be removed.  

There are a lot of new housing developments, and this offers great opportunity to involve new members and garner 
new volunteers. The large advertising displays for the new estates do need to come down pretty sharpish so keep 
an eye on these.

On arrival one of the very impressive features is the New Lodge Gate and it was lovely to see this so nicely 
presented. The gate could benefit from some enhancement, possibly painting, but you are asked to check with your 
Heritage Officer for advice on this.  

On the Dublin Road the old garage is still for sale. Your artwork here looks nice, but the lack of pavement and the 
damaged old pumps need some attention.   

There seems to be an old sentry box at the edge of the bridge. Some historical information would be of interest 
here. 

You are working with the Council on the design and layout of new town signs for all your approach roads and this 
will be welcomed.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



will be welcomed.

Concluding Remarks:

This was our first ever visit to Monasterevin and we were impressed with the wealth of heritage buildings throughout 
the community.  You have a good-sized committee and a large army of volunteers.  For the last 26 years you have 
been working together advancing specific projects and making strides.  New housing developments and new 
schools means potential new volunteers so keep sharing details of your activities and gathering names (subject to 
GDPR) for your mailing list.


