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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.

Thank you for your map, action list and long-term plan as well as your entry form.  The latter was a tad long but 
packed with information.  It was interesting to read that you have founded a Youth Climate Community Sub-Group in 
mid-2021.  This came out of your strong links with the youth of the community through Foroige, An Gaisce and Pope 
John Paul II Awards.  Their work has been infectious and inspired many adults to follow their example.  As you say, 
‘the energy of the youth is a wonderful gift’.  

We were intrigued that for a community of less than 200, you have nearly 800 following you on Facebook.  Maybe 
this was because you were posting regulatory with a range of interesting news and information?
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The buildings on the Main Street of Milltown are very nicely presented including the old school building and the 
parish offices.  Both the old and new school premises had lovely window boxes on display, and it was also nice to 
see an outdoor classroom here.  We read in the entry form of the pollinator gardens, and vegetable plots the pupils 
created.  

A heritage board with information of the area was positioned outside the school.  Could this be painted to match the 
fencing and benches here? Likewise there is a beautiful old entrance gate to the school that has a fence behind it 
now.  Could the ironwork be enhanced or painted?  Your Heritage Officer can provide advice on this.  

The GAA premises looked well.  Have you got any solar panels here or elsewhere in the village?  Maybe some 
cycle stands could also be provided at the clubhouse to secure bikes, so they are safely positioned in the car park.  
The long concrete wall along the entrance road into the pitches was quite bare and could look lovely if ivy and 
honeysuckle and other native plants were allowed to grow along here.
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This is one of the areas where you have put in the most effort and your top project this year was the 1916 Garden.  
Traditional planting makes up the formal setting of the 1916 Commemorative Garden.  On three poles the Irish, 
Kildare County and Milltown GAA Club flags were flying proudly. We liked the fact that under each of the seven 
trees there was an image of the different signatories.  The newly planted rowan is nicely surrounded in a formal 
circle of box hedging. Maybe appoint a volunteer to water this during its first few years of growth.    Whilst 
geraniums and pansies don't offer as much for pollinators – you have a lovely balance of bee-friendly plants and 
shrubs in other landscaping beds around here.  You can encourage others in Milltown to follow you example by 
directing them to the website pollinators.ie to get ideas for more plants.  This is a lovely reflective area to enjoy and 
congratulations to all who created this contemplative area.  

The millstone which forms part of the fountain at the village corner looked very well.  Planting here consists of many 
perennials and a variety of shrubs that looked attractive but are also of benefit to pollinators.  The village pump with 
nicely enhanced.  The clever screening at the utility box here with works well.  
 .  
Planters have also been used to good effect and outside the national school they contain a lovely array of pollinator 
friendly plants including poppies and lobelia.  

The graveyard was also visited, and we noted the lovely wrought iron archway was in place, and the prominent 
position of the famine pot.  The grounds contain many lovely old gravestones, some with railings,  and was full of 
interesting heritage features and information.  Care is needed to reduce the use of any chemicals or abrasive 
rubbing on headstones, but we are sure that you know this.  The Heritage Council have published a handy list of top 
tips:  https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/Top-Tips-for-Caring-for-Historic-Graveyards.pdf 

You plan to extend the network of walks around the locality and develop information signs on the local history 
including the mill.  Costs can be expensive for signage so one idea would be to collate the information first and have 
it available on the internet.  Small discreet QR codes could be shared in the interim, until the erection of signage is 
possible.
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trees there was an image of the different signatories.  The newly planted rowan is nicely surrounded in a formal 
circle of box hedging. Maybe appoint a volunteer to water this during its first few years of growth.    Whilst 
geraniums and pansies don't offer as much for pollinators – you have a lovely balance of bee-friendly plants and 
shrubs in other landscaping beds around here.  You can encourage others in Milltown to follow you example by 
directing them to the website pollinators.ie to get ideas for more plants.  This is a lovely reflective area to enjoy and 
congratulations to all who created this contemplative area.  

The millstone which forms part of the fountain at the village corner looked very well.  Planting here consists of many 
perennials and a variety of shrubs that looked attractive but are also of benefit to pollinators.  The village pump with 
nicely enhanced.  The clever screening at the utility box here with works well.  
 .  
Planters have also been used to good effect and outside the national school they contain a lovely array of pollinator 
friendly plants including poppies and lobelia.  

The graveyard was also visited, and we noted the lovely wrought iron archway was in place, and the prominent 
position of the famine pot.  The grounds contain many lovely old gravestones, some with railings,  and was full of 
interesting heritage features and information.  Care is needed to reduce the use of any chemicals or abrasive 
rubbing on headstones, but we are sure that you know this.  The Heritage Council have published a handy list of top 
tips:  https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/Top-Tips-for-Caring-for-Historic-Graveyards.pdf 

You plan to extend the network of walks around the locality and develop information signs on the local history 
including the mill.  Costs can be expensive for signage so one idea would be to collate the information first and have 
it available on the internet.  Small discreet QR codes could be shared in the interim, until the erection of signage is 
possible.

You have taken expert advice and know the fauna and flora of the area well.  

You have close relations with Waterways Ireland and have worked with them to enhance the wonderful amenity you 
have in the ‘Milltown Feeder’ canal.  Sympathetic landscape management, litter picks, new jetty, and trail 
management all make for a popular and enjoyable area.  And you have plans to provide more signage, extend 
walks etc?  Well done on your efforts and hard work to date.   

Have you any gaps in the hedglines that could be plugged with native whips?  With maturing trees in the school 
grounds and elsewhere in Milltown, have you thought about putting up any bird boxes or bat boxes here as well as 
around the Canal where you have some already.  A nice exercise to do with the community is to allow families/ 
young adults to assemble and personalise bird boxes – that are subsequently erected around the village.   

We love that your Facebook has become a showcase for the photos of the stunning scenery and wildlife of the 
Milltown area.  You have also shared sound files of the birds, and frogs, singing!!  This is a good way to raise 
awareness of the flora and fauna of the area.   Have you ever organised any dawn nature walks?  

Thanks to Fiachra for the design and construction of his bug hotels.  Have you any residents?  Perhaps a 
magnifying glass or laminated ID cards could be positioned nearby to help work out what different species are 
resident.  Bug hotels are great for educational purposes but do not despair if you don’t think you can make more like 
Fiachra’s - insects can also do well with a few logs left in an untidy corner.   

As water forms such a pivotal role in most of your recreation, perhaps you could consider running an awareness 
campaign regard to the use of chemicals and how things we flush/pour down the drains, could end up in our natural 
water bodies?  The Local Authorities Water Programme provide funding annually for such projects.

Well done to your volunteers who wash your road signs regularly and take part in your seasonal clean-up days.   
You also thank your two CE scheme workers for their help to maintain the village.  

The two bus stops in the village could be repaired or enhanced.  The provision of an up-to-date timetable and fare 
information should be displayed.  
We noticed your homemade recycling bins outside the shop and your recommended for encouraging the 
segregation of your waste.  

Perhaps some screening or fencing could be provided at the car park side of the coffee dock to screen the 
commercial bins?  All the premises in this area looked very well so this minor work should be the icing on the cake!

Throughout your entry form you have highlighted how your actions in Milltown are helping you advance the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals.  

You have outlined many ways in which help reduce waste.  For example, the GAA has a helmet and football boot 
recycling programme; and flood lights are low-energy.  Clothes and bottle recycling is supported.  

We were delighted to see on your Facebook page the beautifully crafted mini library installed.  Well done to the 
craftsmen Denis and Eugene for this.  Are you on the route for the mobile library of the County Council also?   

Have many of the homes and community buildings had any retrofitting of insulation to reduce energy use in 
heating?  As a rural community you are dependent on cars – perhaps the Youth Climate Action group can advance 
some actions to reverse this somewhat?  Participation in events such as ‘World Zero Day’ should help raise 
awareness of small changes that can be made at home.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



The two bus stops in the village could be repaired or enhanced.  The provision of an up-to-date timetable and fare 
information should be displayed.  
We noticed your homemade recycling bins outside the shop and your recommended for encouraging the 
segregation of your waste.  

Perhaps some screening or fencing could be provided at the car park side of the coffee dock to screen the 
commercial bins?  All the premises in this area looked very well so this minor work should be the icing on the cake!

The standard of homes was very high we particularly liked those up at Mill View and the polytunnel and the flag 
flying here look very nice.    Both Millview and Wheelam cross residents have whitethorn hedges.   Landscaping at 
the entrance to Fenview Heights was admired and number 3127 caught the eye for some attractive garden 
accessories.  Thanks to your consultations and outreach you have good continuity of pavement through the core of 
the village and grass verges are maintained towards the Hanged Man to facilitate school children walking to school.

Name signs for Milltown on approach roads looked very nice and clean and were under planted with some 
pollinator-friendly flowers.  Along the Newbridge Road you have placed planters on the verges.  A lot of effort has 
gone into this.  A traditional wrought iron field gate with noted on this road that would be lovely if enhanced.  

Your adjudicator was surprised by the volume of traffic passing through Milltown but your efforts to make a strong 
sense of place will help somewhat.  On this topic you have submitted a response to the council on speed limit 
proposals for the village.  Well done for your efforts on that.  

You planted many daffodils in 2018, and maybe you can add some tulips, snowdrops, or crocuses to offer more 
pollinator friendly options also?  

The landscaping at the picnic area was freshly mown and we appreciated the new water wheel you installed here.  
Though we wonder how easy it is to water the flowers in the replica waterwheel.  Within this lovely setting the more 
natural management style you have adopted here is good for wildlife and insects.   

The Hanged Man was freshly painted and looked enticing - what a pity we didn’t have time to stay longer.  The 
bridge here has been poorly repointed in the past, but it was nice to see it with some ivy leaved toadflax and some 
moss growing here.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This is your eight consecutive year in the competition.  It was wonderful to read how participation in the competition 
has brought a sense of purpose and pride.  Teenagers who left the area have returned and continue to support and 
drive your work.  Milltown have some lovely natural amenities and your residents have gone out of their way to 
make the best of these and create many more gems such as the lovely 1916 Garden.  Congratulations for all your 
hard work over the last 12 months.


