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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.

Your adjudicator never ceases to be amazed by the efforts put in by volunteers to enhance their communities.  So it 
was humbling to see so many residents volunteering in the Community Park, tidying up this area, and the recycling 
bins, whilst your adjudicator was enjoying adjudicating Kill.  

Thank you for your entry form and the other documents provided such as the long-term plan and your local 
biodiversity action plan (LBAP).  You have worked with local volunteers and drawn on their expertise to guide your 
work.  A lot of work has gone into the entry so well done to whoever collated the information.  One minor point is 
that it seems that you use last year's entry form as the questions have changed slightly but, no matter, as your entry 
give us a great flavour of the enormous work that Kill volunteers have achieved over the past 12 months.  

Your social media pages were active and contained lots of good and important messages and images– 
communication is important.  There was a website found, but it was a little out-dated.  Can you provide the address 
next year so we can find the correct one please?
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The Main Street has a lovely feel to it with new buildings fronted in natural stone and blending very nicely such as 
The Oakland Centre. The church of St Bridget's and the car park had recently been painted a lovely bright white  - 
even the security barriers at the car park look great. 

The GAA site was visited and there were some nice trees and plants growing here including mountain ash and 
mallow.  It was good to see the nicely presented recycling facilities here at the club house – thanks for hosting these 
here. 

Scoil Bhríde is a lovely modern school.  It was great to see the bicycle parking and cycle lane to the school from the 
village.  Does Kill TidyTowns help organise cycling proficiency classes for children? Some of the newly planted trees 
may need replaced as they are not doing so well.   It would be good to do this as there are many mature trees and 
native plants around here helping to soften the motorway noise.  Many bird calls were heard here during 
adjudication so a 'dawn-chorus' walk may be of interest to the community.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:
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Category:

Ref:
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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TOTAL MARK 550 356

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

02/07/2022

04/08/2022



There are some lovely mature trees in and around Kill.  For example, the copper beech by the nicely painted 'Old 
House' public house looked well.   It was good to read in your entry of the many more trees that have been recently 
planted – a legacy for future generations.  

You have installed an engaging activity trail to further learning about the trees planted in your Community Park.  The 
new composting bays looked good and were full of leaf mould ready to be applied. 

The planting that you have put in at the flyover the pedestrian flyover is simply lovely and should be featured by 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland as an example what can be done to enhance such areas.  

Planting of flower beds was admired, and it was interesting to see the different choices suitable for moths, bees etc.  
It would be worth checking support straps on some trees, e.g. near the old Garda station, as the straps are rubbing 
the bark.  Likewise in the Community Park some of the newly planted trees also need the support straps checked 
(e.g. The oak tree). An old tyre has been used to protect the base of a tree.  Whilst it is important to leave a large 
area at the base of trees uncut, tyres should be recycled as they will continue to break down and leach microplastics 
and heavy metals into the environment.

In this category you have done some very good work.  You've taken professional advice and had a biodiversity 
action plan drafted.  And you have completed most of the actions. Leylandii are fast-growing trees that block shade 
and offer little for wildlife.  They were popular in the 80s for planting along boundaries.  It is great to see that many of 
them in Kill have been removed by Kildare County Council as advised in your biodiversity plan.  

You are using cardboard waste from local shops to mulch to encourage the growth of the 800 new trees and hedge 
saplings planted.   It was lovely to see more floral beds full of bee-friendly flower such as lavender at the Hartwell 
Road entrance to The Gables.  You do not use any herbicides or fungicides and only apply organic weed killers that 
is directly applied to leaves of plants.  Do you know if many of the residents are following your example and has this 
improved the quality of water bodies in the area? We enjoyed exploring some of the areas in Kill where  you have 
put great effort was lovely ...Rowan’s walk was a delight.  Your ‘before and after’ pictures show that in just a few 
years how bare ground can be transformed into this lovely lush, walkway.

Litter bins were tidy and clean.  The ones near the bus stop were the most used– perhaps segregated bins could be 
provided here, or some ‘butt-bins’ installed nearby? Cigarette butts were noticed in pavement cracks around seats 
near the bus stops.  But no doubt the army of volunteers observed during adjudication would quickly get to that.  

On the pavement walking down to the recycling centre there is a yellow warning sign for children.  This is positioned 
very low  - a perfect target for any head over 180cm!

You are continuing to campaign for support initiatives such as the cycling route between Kill and Naas.  You are 
also advocating the provision of additional charging points as only 3 public charging points will not meet the 
demands of the fast-growing numbers of electric car owners in the community.  

What are your bus and other public transport facilities like? Have you good weekend and evening services? Do you 
promote these to the community?  

Recycling banks were clean and in use by the Church and GAA.  You promote other initiatives including schoolbook 
rentals, and water butts have been installed help to service the many planters in and around the village.  Perhaps 
the Community Park could have a free miniature library, or some wildlife identification tools such as magnifying 
glasses for wildlife explorers to enjoy?

Thank you for providing the info-graphic showing the achievements of your residential estates in Kill.  Has all of this 
been achieved in the last 12 months? This included planting 1625 new trees, constructing 2 compost bays, estate 
clean-ups and the building of 5 new flower beds, one 30m long! Perhaps some of the green-fingered volunteers 
would share cuttings with residents so they can be encouraged to copy your planting schemes from the centre of 
the village?   

Homes in Gaelic View were presented nicely, whilst your adjudicator did find it ironic that the name stone for this 
estate was written in English only. This was one of a number of residential name stones in Kill that were not 
bilingual.  

The newly repaired stone wall at Earls Court was admired. Here were saw lovely mature trees and during the visit of 
the area the edges of the lawns were being tightly edged to make a neat finish.  Your adjudicator wonders if some of 
the residents here might be interested in allowing sections of the communal grass areas to grow long to benefit 
wildlife, maybe under some of the clusters of trees? 

Nearby the trees on the road up to Rochford Crescent and Rochford Abbey also looked lovely. Is it easy for 
pedestrians and cyclists to access homes here by without having to walk the length of the estate? Have you ever 
considered a permeability survey of the estates around the town which would identify blockages that would 
discourage walking and cycling?

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



Nearby the trees on the road up to Rochford Crescent and Rochford Abbey also looked lovely. Is it easy for 
pedestrians and cyclists to access homes here by without having to walk the length of the estate? Have you ever 
considered a permeability survey of the estates around the town which would identify blockages that would 
discourage walking and cycling?

Congratulations on achieving a gold medal in the 2021 National TidyTowns competition.  It was nice to read about 
this on the new signs as you enter the village.  On the approach road into Kill from the west it was also good to see 
your wildlife signs on explaining why the verges are not too tightly cut.  The cherry trees along the woodland walk 
were lovely to enjoy.  One of these has recently died so we recommend it's taken down and replaced.  The photos 
provided in your entry show the Johnstown Slip Road in the Spring with a blast of daffodils.  Perhaps you could 
intersperse these with snowdrops and crocuses as these are also great for pollinators too?  Your work  creating 
biodiversity corridors on approach roads is highly commended.

It was delightful to visit Kill for adjudication on a warm August day and see first hand all that has been achieved by 
the Kill Tidy Towns group. a very high standard of presentation has been achieved for the village with high visual 
amenity. The number of information panels on the village and its history facilitates a good understanding of Kill’s 
socio/economic past. Congratulations from your second adjudicator also on the creation of the Kill Biodiversity 
Action Plan 2021-2025; it is impressive that so many sections of the community were involved in its preparation. 

All buildings within Kill were beautifully presented and the Dew Drop premises was particularly admired. The 
entrance to St Johns Church and grounds looked inviting and enhanced its streetscape significantly; it is an 
attractive feature that its steeple is visible throughout the village and from approach roads. St Bridget’s Church 
looked superb having been recently painted and both schools with their respective grounds were admired however, 
the support plinth for the boundary railings at Scoil Bhride needs cleaning. Well done on the refurbishment of stone 
walls, the creation of new pollinator friendly flowerbeds, the management of the grounds of St John’s Church and 
many more maintenance projects.

Beautifully managed green areas appear to this adjudicator to be the ‘Hallmark’ of Kill village; in fact, on entering the 
village one is immediately struck by expansive green areas
complemented by trees of all ages.  Handsome stands of mature trees were especially admired and colourful 
container flower displays were an added bonus. Your small Community Park with its many interesting features 
including its ‘Tree Trail’ is quietly impressive; the name stone marking the entrance deserves to have its lettering 
refurbished. The number of trees and hedgerow planted is astonishing as well as the on-going maintenance of trees 
and planted areas. Your ‘Walks and Talks’ initiative wis excellent and will do much to raise awareness and 
understanding of nature.

Congratulations once more on the launch and implementation of the Kill Biodiversity Action Plan which of course 
features the importance of planting for pollinators and the creation of wildflower areas plus many more actions to 
enhance biodiversity. The River/Woodland walk is a delightful experience. Plans to host talks and demonstrations in 
your polytunnel is laudable.

The recycling point which is signposted from the main thoroughfare is very accessible to all and is one of the best 
seen by this adjudicator for its attractiveness. We applaud Kill’s path to sustainable planting with composting, water 
harvesting, mulching and many more actions.  Your commitment to Climate Action is evident in the planting of so 
many trees and the promotion of Greener Homes through the schools. The proposed cycle lane to Naas to which 
you are committed will hopefully become a reality soon.

It is good to be able to report that Kill was litter dumping and graffiti free on the occasion of second adjudication. The 
Tidy Towns group’s liaison and proactive approach with Kildare County Council regarding illegal dumping on 
approach roads is obviously enjoying some success given the decrease in the amount of litter collected in the 
Spring Clean!

A terrace of cottages on the Main Street was admired and indeed a magnificent rose garden was charming. All 
residential developments looked beautiful and it is good to note that the TidyTowns group works so closely with 
representatives of estates regarding litter, planting, biodiversity and more! Tree planting within the unfinished ‘The 
Meadows’ estate is favourably noted.

Recently refurbished footpaths and road surfaces together with cycle paths enhance the visual amenity status of 
Kill. On-street furniture and seated memorial amenity areas are an attractive feature. The service pole at the Dew 
Drop premises is quite unsightly with its cables radiating in several directions, hopefully these can be rerouted if 
ducting is not a possibility in the near future.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Second Round Adjudication:

Concluding Remarks:

Kill is a beautiful combination of well managed green areas graced by maturing trees and colourful pollinator friendly 
flower displays.  Biodiversity and climate actions are well informed and a great investment in the future well-being of 
the community.


