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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.

Thank you for your entry form.  Due to the pandemic you have had no meetings and it can be difficult to get back 
into routines.  But it was noted that there are a lot of new houses being built in the village.  This is a great 
opportunity to plan to have some public events, collect names for a contact list (subject to GDPR) and keep people 
updated about your activities.  Communication is important so there is a Kildangan Community Development page 
on Facebook with nearly 1400 followers.  This shares details of a wide range of supports and activities for the 
community.  Perhaps you can share here details of any event you are organising too?  

You are commended for your efforts to reach out to building companies working in Kildangan to discuss landscaping 
and seating in some of these new areas. 

Maybe one of your aims for the next 12-months would be to come up with a plan of action for the longer term across 
all adjudication categories?  To help with this you could maybe organise an online survey or organise a suggestion 
box.  

You have good support from across the community, businesses, and local authorities.  This is your 31st year 
entering this National Competition you are congratulated for your efforts.
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Kildangan Church and its surrounds were nicely maintained and presented well.  The school and the GAA premises 
were also very nicely maintained.  
Street furniture also looked well such as the water pump by the church junction.  The lovely new landscaping was 
admired, and  planting helps create a strong sense of place.  Your adjudicator was captivated reading the history of 
the area and the fact that Reverend Prendergast’s dead body was stolen at night from Monasterevin to be buried 
with dignity in Kildangan!
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From funding received last year you were able to purchase items to help you manage some of the public areas.  
Thanks to the community employees who have worked alongside you to keep all public areas clean and litter free.  

You mentioned possibly developing wildflower meadows.  You're adjudicator would like to provide a slight word of 
caution as their maintenance is hard.  The area needs to be strimmed after flowering and the cuttings need to be 
lifted and taken away to keep nutrient loads low.  Perhaps you have a farmer with a small tractor who could help 
you?  They do look well, and a cost-effective of developing them is by allowing the natural seeds in the soil to grow.  
There is free advice available to download at www.pollinators.ie on how to create and manage these at little 
expense.  

Another idea might be to provide a small herb garden in one or two of the residential areas or at the school?
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You mentioned possibly developing wildflower meadows.  You're adjudicator would like to provide a slight word of 
caution as their maintenance is hard.  The area needs to be strimmed after flowering and the cuttings need to be 
lifted and taken away to keep nutrient loads low.  Perhaps you have a farmer with a small tractor who could help 
you?  They do look well, and a cost-effective of developing them is by allowing the natural seeds in the soil to grow.  
There is free advice available to download at www.pollinators.ie on how to create and manage these at little 
expense.  

Another idea might be to provide a small herb garden in one or two of the residential areas or at the school?

Congratulations on planting native trees around your community and for the pollinator friendly flower beds such as 
outside Kildangan Hall.  The use here of mulch has negated the need for weed killer.  It's commendable to read that 
you've stopped using weed killer due to its potential damage to human health, wildlife and habitats and our water 
supplies.  It was great to see how well the native hedge is doing between the school and the GAA premises.

Thanks to the many volunteers for their help in litter picking and keeping the village nicely presented.   One of your 
main focus areas this year was to address the issue of dog fouling.  This is due to the distress dog waste was 
causing parents of buggies, and no doubt  wheelchair users also.  Signs and new bins and a publicity campaign on 
the issue seems to have made an impact.  There are many inventive ways to work on this – posters, a talk by a vet, 
provision of free dog waste bags, and even spraying dog waste with lime paint so it is more visible before it is picked 
up a week or so later.  

A rusty post outside the school holds up a sign with no information.  Perhaps this could be removed to reduce 
clutter.  Could the security warning signs at the church gate pillars be removed as they detract from this lovely 
entrance?  A tree to the immediate right of the Church gate is dead and it's recommended it is removed and 
replaced.

This category of the competition is about reducing your impact and encouraging the community to take more green 
actions.  It is good to read that you were supporting the schools as they apply for their next green flag.  They have 
already achieved these in turn for litter, energy, water, transport and biodiversity they are now working through the 
global citizenship activity.  It can take on average two years to progress through each theme, so they are strongly 
applauded for their dedication and interest in this area.  

We didn't see any recycling facilities in the area so maybe this is something to progress? 

You are recommended to look at the website for Tidy Towns and read the revised handbook which has lots of 
advice for this category of the competition.

Homes look really well and you're doing work to provide bilingual signage.  The communal grass areas at The 
Courtyard and Cloondara were quite tightly mown. Maybe you can discuss and encourage pollinator friendly grass 
maintenance and planting as necessary.  The new painted wall at the entrance to Castle Park was noted. 

There were some lovely flowers growing at the entrance to the Courtyard.  Bridgeside Cottages looked well.  The 
floral bed planted with pollinator friendly plants at the entrance to The Paddocks was lovely.  The homes at Castle 
Park looked great, and a number here looked well with attractive garden ornaments on display. 

The new homes bring new opportunities.  You are encouraged to consider events to help integrate new residents 
into the community through participation in your activities.

On adjudication day it was busy in Kildangan with construction activities so we suspect that until this is settled it 
would be more difficult to focus your efforts on approach roads.  So maybe for early 2023 you can consider some of 
these suggestions.  

The name signs on approach roads looks lovely perhaps you can consider putting some perennial planting around 
these. You talked about the difficulties of safe passage along the R418 due to traffic and the derelict house nearby 
located so close to the road edge.  As this is owned by Kildare County Council – what are their plans,  and can they 
not help?

You did want to plant flowers along this approach road.  An interim alternative might be to adopt a tiered mowing 
regime.  Grass at the road-side edge of verges would be cut just wide enough for safe pedestrian access.  But some 
of the grass at the hedge side of the verges would be allowed to grow longer to form a wildlife corridor. This could 
save a lot of time and effort for your volunteers and your community employment scheme workers too.  And until the 
derelict house is addressed, for the very narrow roadside strip you could mow the entire width of grass.  

You have great continuity of pavement and lights the whole way from the school up to the GAA premises which is 
commendable.  Is there cycle parking available at the GAA?

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



You have great continuity of pavement and lights the whole way from the school up to the GAA premises which is 
commendable.  Is there cycle parking available at the GAA?

Concluding Remarks:

For 31 years you have participated in this competition and there is a strong sense of pride in the community of 
KIldangan. Focal points look very well, and you have worked together on specific campaigns.   Current 
developments bring opportunities, not just new landscaping, and seating, but volunteers.  Well done on your hard 
work  over the last 12 months - and three decades!


