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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.

We were delighted to receive your entry form. We note that there's a new committee with fresh ideas and we would 
like to thank the previous committee for all their efforts over the years. 

This was your adjudicator’s first time visiting Derrinturn so it would be great if you can provide, for future reference, 
a map just marking some of the key projects and areas similar to that in your long-term plan. This helps us quickly 
navigate around the town and hopefully make sure we don't miss any of your key projects. 

It is important to be focused and strategic in your work, so we welcome receipt of your long-term plan which 
considers the different concepts across this competition. Your volunteers may be surprised to know that there are 
over eight different adjudication categories in this competition.  These include of course litter and tidiness but it also 
looks at sustainability which considers transport, energy and water and also biodiversity.  

It may be worth organising an online survey or opening a suggestion box to get ideas from your volunteers. You 
have had an impressive number come and help with clean up, so have you managed to collect some of their details 
so they can be notified of  further events? (Subject to GDPR rules of course). 

Well done in setting up your Facebook page. It is important to communicate and share information as much as 
possible.  A good opportunity is for some TY students to do some PR activity next year on social media channels.  

There is an old Tidy Towns community notice board by the church – could you try and get the keys so that fresh 
notices and information could be placed here?  Also are you registered with the Public Participation Network (PPN).  
This is a great way to get communications from the County Council.  

We wish you the best and are very excited that you have so many new volunteers involved in this initiative.
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We particularly liked that in your long-term plan you identified an important heritage feature that you would like to 
consider - the windmill after which the local area is named.    We checked but there was no record of anything at the 
Buildings of Ireland website or the interactive maps at www.archaeology.ie  Have you any information on this – or 
can you try and collate any details from the community? 

The Garda station with freshly painted.  The Community Centre is a good facility and it has potential here for an 
attractive mural artwork. Perhaps a grant for an energy upgrade for this building  could be applied for?

Both the school and the GAA premises looked lovely with flags flying proudly.  It is recommended that you provide 
cycle parking as many attending the Cul Camps had left bikes unlocked in the area.  Are there water refill stations or 
solar panels on the premises? 

A number of commercial premises have external security shutters.  We would always encourage internal shutters 
which allow window shopping and help create a nice ambience day and night.  Perhaps for these existing shutters 
they could be painted with a nice mural?
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:
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can you try and collate any details from the community? 

The Garda station with freshly painted.  The Community Centre is a good facility and it has potential here for an 
attractive mural artwork. Perhaps a grant for an energy upgrade for this building  could be applied for?

Both the school and the GAA premises looked lovely with flags flying proudly.  It is recommended that you provide 
cycle parking as many attending the Cul Camps had left bikes unlocked in the area.  Are there water refill stations or 
solar panels on the premises? 

A number of commercial premises have external security shutters.  We would always encourage internal shutters 
which allow window shopping and help create a nice ambience day and night.  Perhaps for these existing shutters 
they could be painted with a nice mural?

You are considering how to develop your public places for family use and maybe providing benches. Maybe a 
community barbecue or even a pizza oven could be of interest?  There is so much potential, and this is where a 
community suggestion box may be helpful to you.  

You also talked about planting schemes at public places.  There is great advice on plants and shrubs that provide 
year-round colour at www.pollinators.ie.  You also mentioned bug hotels which are good educational tools for 
schools or community centres. There are many different designs so it's worth doing your research as smaller is 
normally better.  Indeed, a small pile of logs in the corner is ideal,  The same website provides lists of actions to help 
wildlife and insects in gardens and community spaces.   

There are some lovely floral beds, such as the bright pink roses near the entrance to Trinity Crescent.  Your new 
planters have been noticed in several places. It's recommended that you think carefully about the position of every 
one as they should be easy to be serviced, to water and have flower heads deadheaded, and they should be 
positioned where they can make a big impact. For example, near road junctions or at gateways. 

It is also recommended you have some volunteers to pay attention to your newly planted trees - maybe a volunteer 
in each estate?  They could provide water, mulch and loosen support straps as they grow.   Also, it is important to 
leave a large circle at the base of the trees for mulching. It was noticed that unfortunately a few of your trees have 
had their bark damaged by over enthusiastic strimming. This is not something that trees can easily survive in longer 
term.

You maintain the ‘Sli na Slainte’ route as it links up around the town and want to look at enhancing habitats here.  
We recommend you to find out first what fauna and flora is in the area. Kildare County Council’s Heritage Office is 
supporting a lot of communities to develop a local Biodiversity Action Plan.  They could be a first good point of 
contact.  

You're also considering developing a heritage trail linking up between Carbury Castle and the windmill in Derrinturn 
and it is good that it's in your long-term plan.  Such inclusion could mean it is more likely to attract funding and be 
eligible for grant support. It is recommended that you also discuss this with the Heritage Officer.  The local LEADER 
office may provide for advice in grant applications, as will the PPN.  
  
You hope to link with other local groups such as the Women and Men's Sheds, and the Scouts to get help to make 
bird and bat boxes.  This is a great idea.  Do ensure you get some advice from Bat Conservation Ireland and 
Birdwatch Ireland on the design and where to locate bird boxes.  We have seen some lovely projects where 
unassembled pieces of wood have been given to families as part of events and they assemble personalised bird 
and bat boxes.  Once erected in the community you may often find that the families are very keen to monitor and 
help in their long-term maintenance.  

Other ways in which you can advance in this category include poster competitions, and sharing photographs of 
wildife on your Facebook page. In the longer term you will probably develop links with the different schools and you 
may discover that many of them are looking at biodiversity as part of the An Taisce's Green Flag programme.  

There were many mature trees with rookeries in and around the area, one idea might be to collect acorns or seeds 
in the trees and to grow these up as saplings that could be planted in Derrinturn.

We strongly recommend you refer to the handbook for this competition for lots of ideas of actions to advance in this 
category.  It is available at www.tidytowns.  It may be worth asking for one or two volunteers to lead on this.  Public 
transport options, energy usage, book rental schemes, and water refill stations are just some of many different ideas 
you could advance for this category competition. 

On adjudication day a lot of people were seen waiting for the buses so you must have quite a good service.  Do you 
promote details of the times and costs?

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



My goodness what an impressive submission – over 100 volunteers removing 6 tons of waste from roads and 
ditches. Illegal dumping has been a problem so it could be worth circulating phone numbers across the community 
with who needs to be notified if this is witnessed or if fresh dumping has been noticed.  

Your volunteers have been cutting grass, weeding and tidying, and you have put immense effort into this category of 
the competition. Well done. 

One of the areas that we felt had the most potential to be enhanced was at the entrance to the graveyard. By 
erecting some attractive wooden fencing, the overflowing, dirty bins could be hidden from public view.  Can the 
regular litter pickers be asked to add this area to their regular routes?  Here an old redundant post needs to be 
removed by the council or painted, and new signage erected.  This could include a number to ring when bins are 
full.    
Likewise, there were private commercial bins in this area and these could be put behind a screen as well. That 
would be far more attractive.  We did like the fact that the pedestrian route was clearly marked at the roadside as 
you turned in to the graveyard – it's nice that they are considered.

You could look for old cable ties, a few of which we noticed on some telegraph poles, and some old bunting and old 
commercial signage that is no longer in use that maybe could be recycled.

Homes are presented to a high standard throughout the town. Most estates have entrance names, though few were 
bilingual. Maybe this is something to add to your long-term plan and raise the use of Irish in some of the signs?  In 
Newbury Park some of the silver birch trees need the support straps removed as they are now damaging them.  We 
couldn’t see any name at the entrance to Ashmount Residential Estate.   

Quite a number of homes have solar panels in place which save a lot on energy costs.

As mentioned, you put a lot of effort into tidiness of approach roads.  Windmill Cross looked well. Here there was 
some attractive seating provided by the TidyTowns and it helps mark a sense of place as you arrive from the East.  
The red painted water pump was noted here too. 

The lovely trees at approaches into Derrinturn help create a strong sense of place as you drive into the town.  
Boundary walls of commercial sites and public buildings should be enhanced in some areas. 

It is suggested that you audit signs across the town.  Arriving into Derrinturn from the west the old name sign was 
still in place but looks really faded.  On this same road three other grubby and bent signs were noticed including an 
old construction sign amongst overgrown trees.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

With a new committee and a new plan to be developed there's lots of exciting opportunities and ideas to be collated 
for Derrinturn. We wish you success in these exciting times and well done. An impressive effort in your first year as 
a new committee.


