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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.

It was great to get your entry form with its useful map, your long-term plan and many good photographs showing the 
variety and depth of your work.  You included press clippings of your first AGM in 3 years where you got to meet in 
person.  You are particularly proud of your work linked to biodiversity and your submission is full of actions to raise 
awareness, and enhance appropriately, the wildlife and habitats of Celbridge.  

It was good to see the Community Notice Board and see your advert for the Best Kept Estate competition in 
Celbridge.  Communication and reaching out to the local population is important so well done on this and your 2250 
Facebook followers.  You work with many different groups and ages including Transition Year students.  Perhaps 
they could be encouraged to run a promotional campaign on social media sites such as Tik Tok and Instagram for 
you?   This could stimulate interest younger audiences also.  

Have you a suggestion box, or have you carried out a community survey recently to garner community ideas?
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Many premises on the Main Street presented well and it was lovely to see the likes of Walsh's Pharmacy with 
internal shutters so even on a Sunday you could window shop.  In some small shops signage was a little difficult 
and circulation of some guidance is recommended.   

The new Primary Care Centre also looked well with nice planting and some quite quirky cycle stands.  The entrance 
gates to Celbridge Town AFC were nicely painted as was its clubhouse.  

The Church at the entrance to the Castletown Estate was very nicely presented and as it was Sunday, we were able 
to enjoy the wares for sale at the local craft market. You have many heritage buildings suitably maintained, and 
information was available on the History of Celbridge.  

It was unusual to see telephone boxes still available for public use.  They seem to attract a lot of advertising posters, 
resulting in dirt adhering to cellotape.   Three of the glass panes were broken at their base.  Can you find out when 
they were last used to make a public call?  If that was over e.g. 2 years ago, they should be decommissioned, 
depending of course on the needs of the community.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

342

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

49

43

41

42

21

57

40

40

333

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 342

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

03/07/2022

 



It was a privilege to visit the Pauper's Graveyard.  How sad it was to learn that people were buried here in 
communal graves and their names were not even recorded.  You have turned this into a lovely commemorative area 
with the formal line of yew trees.  These native trees were traditionally grown in graveyards as they were poisonous 
to cattle.  The support wires here around some of the newly planted trees are quite tight and will need to be 
loosened.  You will need some strong pliers!  There's a lovely oak tree growing in the corner of this graveyard, and it 
is heart-warming to think it will be there hopefully in centuries to come.  

As an AIPP business partner, LIDL has a wonderful entrance celebrating their support for pollinators by their 
construction of their bug hotel and there are many bee-friendly plants here.   It is great that such companies are 
raising awareness of the issue.  Not all bug-hotels are ideal so do your research before you buy.  There are many 
simple, cost-effective ways in which you can help pollinators in your garden.  https://pollinators.
ie/pledge-your-garden-for-pollinators/

The Grotto was beautifully maintained and the burst of blue flowers both here and in Abbey car park looked very 
well and suited the setting.  So congratulations to the volunteers for renovating the Grotto and taking cuttings from 
home to enhance this so nicely.  

We stopped to enjoy the new public seating you have provided at the top of The Slope.   Pollinator-friendly planters 
defined  the area and one of the picnic tables we noticed allowed for wheelchair users to join.  Next year maybe the 
picnic tables could be painted in the same blue as the wrought iron benches at the entrance to Castletown Estate?  
The same colour can be used on the doors at the far end of the town in the stone building next to Abbey Car Park to 
provide continuity across the town.  

Floral displays in the town and a particular on the bridge were very attractive.   You provided a photo of a line of 
your volunteers all working on the planters on the bridge, on a dark winters evening – their hard work has paid off.  
Best of luck with the plans for the cantilever footpath here.

You are one of nine groups who have had funding to develop a Biodiversity Action Plan and you are working 
through the proposed actions on this.  We smiled reading that your bird boxes have an 80% occupancy rate.  Local 
businesses are supporting work to help biodiversity which is to be commended.  The GAA have planted 350 trees, 
and honeysuckle and ivy have been planted to make a bare wall near schools attractive (and will smell nice too!).  
The more we raise awareness of the issues for wildlife, the more inclined the public will be to act themselves.  

Although it was locked it was nice to look through the wrought iron gates into Tea Lane Graveyard.  You've done 
some nice pollinator planting outside the area.  The Heritage Council of Ireland have recently published hand leaflet 
about the care and management of old graveyards and how you can help promote biodiversity within them at the 
same time.  This is available free to download from their website.  https://www.heritagecouncil.
ie/content/files/Top-Tips-for-Caring-for-Historic-Graveyards.pdf  

Some Japanese knotweed was growing in Abbey Car Park, but you are already treating this and have signage in 
place to advise the public.  Your adjudicator saw little invasive species whilst travelling around Kildare, so your swift 
actions have helped to prevent unnecessary spread.

Congratulations on the efforts that you have done to tackle fly-tipping on Oldtown Rd – your new signs look well.  
You've also done a lot of work on river cleanups involving volunteers from the local canoe club.  You have worked 
with local businesses too proactively manage any potential littering issues e.g., Volunteering at public events such 
as St Patrick's Day parade to help with litter control.  The return to seven days of litter collection by the council will 
be welcomed and avoid the need for your volunteers to add plastic bags to poles beside street bins for litter.  

During adjudication, there was some small pieces of freshly dropped litter that would get quickly picked up – so well 
done.  Off Main Street, car parking is provided next to Euro Giant. But the walls here were quite grubby and there 
was some graffiti.  Perhaps some nice murals or artwork could be provided here to transform it?  Beside the Grotto 
on Church Lane  there were large, rusty metal dilapidated gates.

For this category of the competition, you are linking in with other groups and campaigns such as the Green Flag 
programme and WEEE (electrical waste recycling).  

We were particularly impressed with the water sampling and testing you have carried out, in conjunction with Leixlip.  
Over 4 weeks your volunteers delivered over 100 water samples from streams and the river.  Whilst river quality 
was acceptable, sadly some streams passing by housing estates had poor water quality – possibly from poor 
plumbing.  It is suggested you apply for funding from the Local Authorities Water programme and your local 
LAWPRO officer may have some good ideas on activities you can action to raise awareness of this.  

You wrote to all 18 coffee shops in Celbridge suggesting that they may like to offer a reduction to customers who 
recuse their own cups, as opposed to using disposable cups.  

It was good to see so many bicycles parked up by the bus stop showing that people are cycling into town and then 
using public transport to go on elsewhere.  This links in with your aims to improve public transport in Celbridge.  
Share details of bus routes, or fare reductions.  Most bus route costs have been reduced recently by 20%.  You 
have good cycle lanes along some of the approach roads.  It is suggested you audit all routes for ease of cycling 
and collate actions to enhance this.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



as St Patrick's Day parade to help with litter control.  The return to seven days of litter collection by the council will 
be welcomed and avoid the need for your volunteers to add plastic bags to poles beside street bins for litter.  

During adjudication, there was some small pieces of freshly dropped litter that would get quickly picked up – so well 
done.  Off Main Street, car parking is provided next to Euro Giant. But the walls here were quite grubby and there 
was some graffiti.  Perhaps some nice murals or artwork could be provided here to transform it?  Beside the Grotto 
on Church Lane  there were large, rusty metal dilapidated gates.

With over 50 different residential estates now in Celbridge it was good to see that you are running again a ‘Best 
Kept Estate Competition’.  This year adjudication criteria for your competition has included options for biodiversity 
which is welcome.  

Abbey Farm Estate has adopted a pollinator-friendly grass cutting regime, and we hope that this may be replicated 
buy more estates elsewhere. 

Homes in St Patrick's Park were presented very nicely.  Private residence on the Main Street, such as ‘The Laurels’, 
caught the eye as they were sympathetically modernised as befits these older buildings.  

The water tower is a large feature near Church Road that looks drab and neglected.  This could look fabulous 
painted with a special mural.  Grants may be available for this.

Arriving from Clane it was good to see the long stretches of cycle path and pedestrian pavements separated from 
the road by trees and greenery.  This should hopefully encourage more to travel to school and work by their own 
steam.  With many new developments on this road it is hoped to be able to allow easy access for new residence on 
and off these cycle  paths. 
 
The size of advertising hoardings on gable ends as you arrive into Celbridge appear very big.  Have these got 
planning permission?  The raised floral beds on Clane Road, and other approach roads were admired.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Your aims are to enhance the natural and built environment of Celbridge and your work over the past 12 months is 
doing exactly that.  Congratulations to your hard-working volunteers.  You have long-term plans, and your work is 
focussed.    It was your adjudicator's first ever visit to Celbridge and it was a lovely experience.


