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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.

We particularly love your hand drawn map which was one of the best maps provided this year.  Communication is 
important and your followers on Facebook keeps increasing.  You also have great links with local councillors that 
has helped you understand the grant application process for example.  

Thank you for your long-term plan for actions across the eight adjudication categories of this competition.  This 
should help keep you focused on your work and allows you to measure your progression.  You could also ask the 
community for their ideas.  This could be via an online survey or even a community suggestion box is useful.  Cycle 
parking at the playground or bus stops, bus shelters, or even a fenced area for dogs to run off-lead could be ideas.  
Respondents could provide their contact details so you can build up a contact list (subject to GDPR) to inform them 
about future activities.   

One of your main projects over the last 12 months of voluntary effort focussed on creating a wild, contemplative 
space, as well as rejuvenating the planting scheme in the Church Car park.  We were so taken by this area, we 
called twice over subsequent weeks to appreciate and enjoy this lovely area.  This was one of many projects where 
you worked with a variety of groups and bodies.  

You have taken expert advice where necessary.  For example, you have had time with the Kildare County Council’s 
Heritage Officer to consider the heritage of the area and to develop appropriate ideas.
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Visiting the graveyard allowed us to learn about some of the history of Caragh and that the pupils in 1964 walked 
across the road into the newly built school facility without any song or dance or celebrations. Some of the signage in 
the graveyard is quite jarring and it was felt that more gentle aggressive signage would be more suitable here in 
tone, colour and lowercase letters.  

The Fox and Hare, and The Cookies Bar both looked lovely on the Main Street with attractive colour schemes and 
floral displays.  

The Community Centre is a great amenity.  We applaud the fact that there is pavement running the whole way from 
the centre of Caragh to the community and the playing pitches.  However, at the very last 4 metres, immediately in 
front of the Community Centre, a wall extends and blocks the pavement.  We believe this would have had a tree 
here at one time. It is recommended to remove the dead stump, retreat the wall, and provide safe pedestrian and 
cyclist access into the centre so they don't have to step onto the road during busy training sessions. We did not see 
any cycling parking either at the centre which is recommended.  Well done on having a defibrillator here – is the 
club house where most people would congregate?  

It's good to see the defibrillator and the post box in position outside Centra. The building looks well and was freshly 
painted. It will be a nice focal point for the area and seats are important but perhaps single seats would allow for 
ease of access here along the pavement.
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front of the Community Centre, a wall extends and blocks the pavement.  We believe this would have had a tree 
here at one time. It is recommended to remove the dead stump, retreat the wall, and provide safe pedestrian and 
cyclist access into the centre so they don't have to step onto the road during busy training sessions. We did not see 
any cycling parking either at the centre which is recommended.  Well done on having a defibrillator here – is the 
club house where most people would congregate?  

It's good to see the defibrillator and the post box in position outside Centra. The building looks well and was freshly 
painted. It will be a nice focal point for the area and seats are important but perhaps single seats would allow for 
ease of access here along the pavement.

The Church grounds consist of lovely hard and soft landscaping.  How clever you were to create the memorial 
featuring the broken baptistry window to commemorate all those who died in the COVID-19 pandemic.  The formal 
trees and lighting frame the church whilst the staggered, bee-friendly mowing allows natural oxeye daisies and 
poppies to grow along the edges of the church grounds. You reused old farm posts as stakes for new trees here so 
more marks for sustainability also.  It was lovely to enjoy time here to contemplate and enjoy the peace of this area. 

We were delighted to visit Fr Kinsella Park on a busy day, it was great to see so many families enjoying the area.  
There is a large expanse of grass tightly mown.  Perhaps part of this could be allocated for bee-friendly mowing or 
the creation of a community labyrinth with clever grass cutting (e.g. Sallins TidyTowns).  At the park we saw more of 
the large signs with red writing.    

We were delighted to read in your entry form of the large amount of work in this area last Autumn planting flowers:  
500 snowdrops; 3000 crocuses; 480 tulips; and you have created a community orchard.  Where you have planted 
trees, consider trying to appoint a local volunteer to water and provide some T.L.C. in their formative years until they 
become established.    Elsewhere in the church 1000 more bulbs were planted here too. 

Elsewhere you have planted up wooden barrels with attractive, pollinator-friendly plants.  Home gardens can also 
copy your example using plant lists from www.pollinators.ie.

As mentioned you have put tremendous work into planting of trees, and pollinator friendly flowers across Caragh.  
You should have some wonderful photos of all next year.  Due to your efforts we did a couple of visits to Caragh and 
the second time, in Mid-July,  we saw some lovely orchids growing in the grounds of the Church.  We also tried to 
see the owl box you erected this year on the water tower.  What a good idea! 

We particularly liked the many mature trees in Caragh and would hope to see more street trees planted where 
possible.  Maybe a community project could be advanced with youth groups collecting acorns and seeds, for other 
residents to plant and grow as part of an inter-generational project?  The grown trees could be planted/distributed 
across the Caragh community.  Already you have planted a lot of trees and filled gaps in hedges.  Leylandii trees, 
which offer little for native wildlife and block light, have been removed – well done.

Public footpaths are weeded by hand.  Sadly your Facebook shows where people are still littering when passing by 
car but at least you are quickly tidying this up where possible.  

Whilst they were not there during adjudication visits, we are sure the new picnic tables will be popular.  Will you 
need segregated bins here, or solar-powered bins which compact the waste?  Maybe include this area as part of 
your litter surveys to help draft a litter management plan for the area.

This category of the competition is about using your resources wisely and encouraging people to cut down in their 
consumption and reuse where possible. You have provided a lot of examples where you have reused building 
stones  and tree stakes and we love the fact that St Raheen’s GAA club have a gear swap system in place.  
Transport is a consideration so promotion and support for cycling and bus transport should be considered.   It was 
good to see the temporary operational times on display at the bus stops.

Have you good links with the different residential streets and homes in Caragh?  If not, it would be important to try 
and build two-way communication –the suggested survey could help if you felt one was needed.  

Homes across Caragh looked well.  For example, in Old Chapel Wood and Old Chapel court are very nicely 
presented. There are many lovely mature trees in the central area here. Perhaps adopting some bee-friendly 
mowing could be a consideration for residents here for small areas of the communal grass?

Driving up towards the chapel an attractive cottage also caught the eye on the left-hand side.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



We felt that the new welcome signs were great. Between these and the directional signs for the community centre, it 
should be much easier for all to navigate Caragh.  

The chapel occupies a commanding position over the village which was nicely maintained (and as mentioned has a 
wonderful garden to enjoy).   At the traffic junction immediately in front of the Church, where heavy traffic vehicles 
are directed, could this be more of a focal point for the village?  You have already removed unnecessary signs and 
clutter from here.  There was an old wayside cross here according to www.archaeology.ie - so maybe a replica of 
this could be created.  Maybe you could re-locate some planters here also or create a raised flower bed?

Concluding Remarks:

Your projects strive to promote biodiversity, sustainability, and a pride in community.  In the past 12 months your 
community has planted thousands of bulbs, and dozens of trees and native hedges.  This is just some of a lot of 
work you have accomplished so well done on your hard work.


