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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.
Thank you for entering the competition and coming back to us.  It has been a hard couple of years all voluntary 
groups.  You’re recommended going forward over the next 12-months to try and advertise more about your work 
and maybe suggest people join you for 30 minutes on the first Friday of every month, for example.  You could have 
a suggestion box to get ideas from the community as well, you never know there might be some good gardeners or 
someone who's good at bicycle maintenance in the community who may like to volunteer the services? 

With the new homes and the renovation of many properties you have a great opportunity to run events and contact 
and involve new residents. Special mention to your two community workers for their hard work.  

The TidyTowns Handbook is available on their website  and it is full of suggestions to help you consider actions for 
different categories of this competition.  
The entrance into the village from the R448 is beautifully managed.  It is very clear that you are arriving somewhere 
special.
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Despite the disruption of construction works we enjoyed visiting this Quaker village to explore and learn about the 
wealth of history in the area.  We particularly admired the information signs and the houses showing the links in 
each back to 1798.  

You are lucky to have a library in the centre of the village. Some of the mortar was damaged and the building would 
benefit from a fresh coat of paint/limewash as a result.  It was lovely to see that even in some closed premises that 
were heritage posters and even some old toys on display.  The Shaker Store was selling bird and bat boxes  - are 
they made by the community? 

Premises caught the eye of your adjudicator including Case's and Kellys and Butterfield in the community.
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There was a variety of planters with different flowers at the main junction in the centre of the village.  We would 
normally suggest you group together planters of the same design, but the variety here seems to work.  You get 
marks for sustainability here by recommissioning an old litter bin and using it as a planter.  

You could share with residents in Ballitore details of the bee-friendly flowers you have used in your planting 
schemes.  We do recommend you share the lovely simple bookmarks and leaflet of flowers detailing 
pollinator-friendly plants that are available to download for free from the resources page of pollinators.ie. 

The map provided didn't name all the public places. As you head up Ballitore Hill, we found a lovely outdoor area 
with stone arches and seats and wondered if this was a community facility? It would attract a passer-by to sit down 
and appreciate the flowers and the village pump.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

254
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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TOTAL MARK 550 254

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

14/07/2022

 



marks for sustainability here by recommissioning an old litter bin and using it as a planter.  

You could share with residents in Ballitore details of the bee-friendly flowers you have used in your planting 
schemes.  We do recommend you share the lovely simple bookmarks and leaflet of flowers detailing 
pollinator-friendly plants that are available to download for free from the resources page of pollinators.ie. 

The map provided didn't name all the public places. As you head up Ballitore Hill, we found a lovely outdoor area 
with stone arches and seats and wondered if this was a community facility? It would attract a passer-by to sit down 
and appreciate the flowers and the village pump.

There were lots of birds calling during your adjudicators visit.  What special wildlife have you got? Maybe you can 
ask people to share when they hear the first cuckoo?

There is a nice picnic area to the side of the stream, perhaps you could consider providing some wildlife information 
here. Some laminated pictures by children would be a lovely start.

There was no information on your entry on whether you have been involved with the annual Spring clean or if you 
had issues with littering or fly tipping. The community alert sign is very rusty and should be removed at the west end 
of the village. Nearby was a very old field gate, maybe this could be screened, or yarn bombed for example to make 
it nicer? 

Watch out for some cable ties, and old rusty protruding signs on premises now closed, 
and bits of bunting that are getting faded.  In this category we also look at parking and all signs and empty posts no 
longer have signs on them. Advertising is also a consideration and perhaps not all the adverts in the village fitted 
into the ambience of your community. Watch out for some old gates that were rusty - a lick of paint would make a 
big difference.

This is about promoting green actions. There are many great ideas and initiatives that you could support and share 
such as schoolbook rental schemes, clothing recycling, or battery recycling.  Does anyone in the community make 
their own compost or have rainwater butts for the garden? 

Is there a bus service or a bus shelter? You could promote times and fares or, if one does not exist, support bicycle 
parking at the Main Road at a bus stop here.

It was lovely to see so many older homes nicely restored and lived in.  On the eastern side of the library, residential 
terraces also looked lovely with nice window boxes, planters and freshly painted …. On Fuller’s Court Road, two of 
the older buildings were three-storey high with narrow small upper windows – they looked great!  

Other homes caught the eye of the adjudicator  - Number 1234 had nice blue planters and painting.  Next door has 
a sign that says they love their garden and it's obvious they do, and we liked the lovely climbing plant that was 
exceptionally fragrant.  Number 1664 and homes around here also caught the eye of your adjudicator and looked 
well.  

With many new homes being constructed in the west of the village, this brings opportunity to involve many more in 
your activities.  There are nice homes on Barrack Road and good continuity of pavement here.

Roadside trees look very nice as does the planting under the welcome signs at the entrance to the village.  There 
are many lovely heritage features such as some nice wrought iron gates and village pumps – all of which emphasise 
the heritage of the village and make for a good entrance to Ballitore. 

Curtains have been erected in the windows of the old Garda station which helps maintain the illusion of being 
occupied.  During adjudication external lights were on at this building so maybe someone can adjust the timer to 
save energy here? Painting the boundary wall would make a big difference.

Arriving into the village from the west the stonewall alongside the pavement edge has been badly damaged and 
should be repaired or replaced.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Ballitore is an attractive village steeped in history.  With new residents you are encouraged to organise some 
events, maybe been a local walking tour of the village to learn about your history. Invite attendees to join your 
mailing list and build up a new network of volunteers.  You have great potential and thank you for your entry into this 
year’s competition.




