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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.

You've been involved with this competition for 24 years.  Over this time you would have seen a lot of changes in 
Athy and this competition.  The competition has evolved alongside changes in national policy.  Now the competition 
includes biodiversity, sustainability, and community – as well as litter. 

We were particularly impressed with the  strong links you have with young people.  You have worked with the Youth 
Cafe, the Skate Park, and  the Junior Dragon Boat club for example. So despite a small number on your core 
committee you have a lot of volunteers and a great ability to motivate large numbers of your community to help you.  
Thanks for the newspaper clippings showing an army of volunteers out helping with your Spring Clean.  Do you 
share details of your activities on Community Notice Boards such as at SuperValu?  Have you a regular weekly 
meeting place for litter picks you can share?  

We were excited to read of your involvement with the Arts Council developing community works.  You are good are 
working with other bodies and all collaborating to advance Athy.  Well done.
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This was your adjudicators first time ever in Athy, so it was a pleasure to explore the Heritage Centre,  The 
Courtyard, The Castle,  and The Riverfront  and see so many of the features nicely maintained.  The views of the 
river from The Bridge were gorgeous.  Athy is blessed with may wonderful amenities.  

You have taken on board the maintenance of the Courthouse surroundings – sensitive maintenance of this 
protected structure is important.  Built in 1855 it is one of many historical buildings and features in the centre of 
Athy.  (The interactive map at www.archaeology.ie details the plethora of historic buildings in Athy with details of 
when they were built etc).  With such a wealth of buildings and history, it was great to see the Museum and 
historical information in the town.  Are all the buildings in good condition?  Some communities have completed a 
simple audit of buildings listed on their Record of Protected Structures outlining their status (occupied, derelict, roof 
needs repair etc).  This could be an important step to ensure their protection.  Perhaps you could link with Athy 
Historical Society on such a project?   

We then discovered the library – what a stunning building – inside the stain glass was wonderful.  Congratulations to 
the Council staff and all who supported this transition.  

Businesses looked well and we would like to commend the new shop fronts of Manley’s Menswear, Allsorts and 
card Party shop.   It’s been a hard two years for businesses, but it was great to see independent shops in the town.  

We would like to applaud Athy Photographic Society and the Local Enterprise Office for the lovely window displays 
in empty buildings.   We highly commend this and would encourage more of this or similar in the empty buildings.  

We were so pleased to read in your entry form of the plans for the development of Emily Square, because this has 
such potential.  Your adjudicator was struggling with poor road surfacing, the inconsistent designs, the clash of 
planters, few pollinator-friendly plants, clutter of signs and posts which was hiding the wonderful heritage of the 
area.  

Your volunteers have helped keep the courthouse clean and this is to be commended especially as there is a lot of 
pigeon poo in one area!  Can they be excluded from the over-hang here?
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Businesses looked well and we would like to commend the new shop fronts of Manley’s Menswear, Allsorts and 
card Party shop.   It’s been a hard two years for businesses, but it was great to see independent shops in the town.  

We would like to applaud Athy Photographic Society and the Local Enterprise Office for the lovely window displays 
in empty buildings.   We highly commend this and would encourage more of this or similar in the empty buildings.  

We were so pleased to read in your entry form of the plans for the development of Emily Square, because this has 
such potential.  Your adjudicator was struggling with poor road surfacing, the inconsistent designs, the clash of 
planters, few pollinator-friendly plants, clutter of signs and posts which was hiding the wonderful heritage of the 
area.  

Your volunteers have helped keep the courthouse clean and this is to be commended especially as there is a lot of 
pigeon poo in one area!  Can they be excluded from the over-hang here?

Thank you for your upkeep and painting of barrels and bins and benches. You have used planters to good effect by 
positioning them at derelict sites.  The position of every planter should be considered to ensure that it makes an 
impact, can be seen and can be easily serviced.   Duke Street car park was disappointing especially since it is in a 
gorgeous location with views of the Castle and the River.   The planters are too high to be easily watered and 
managed.  And they were not being managed and brings a dilapidated look to the area which is a shame.  They 
should be removed please.   Provision of painted wooden fences to surround the recycling banks and some nice 
planters could make a great difference here at the recycling banks.  

The many mature trees in the People's Park were admired.  There were many families here enjoying the area.  
Sadly there was quite a bit of litter around here on adjudication.  Perhaps this area, being so busy, should have 
more litter patrols?  Or maybe users could be encouraged to take part in the two-minute clean-up when they leave?

The Athy and District Anglers Centenary Garden made for a lovely place to sit.  The fantastic mural here makes a 
great positive addition to this area.  Indeed if you look at Google Maps imagery you can appreciate the difference 
this has made to this area.  

Window boxes on the second floor  of  Brennan solicitors looked well and added to the nice presentation of this 
building.  Nearby the streetlight was exceptionally cluttered with electricity cables, ropes, cable ties and loops of 
wires that looked messy.

You are working through proposed projects in your Biodiversity Action Plan.  The latter should have plenty of actions 
to help you raise awareness, and enhance appropriately, habitats and species around Athy.  You work closely with 
a local expert sharing and enthusing others.  You could organise a bat walk in the Summer by the waterways in the 
town – they are very popular.  

You have installed a swift box in Edmund Rice Square.  The population of these migratory birds has been 
decimated due to habitat loss.  So it's great to see that you have provided new nest boxes for them.  Have you got 
calls (lures) to encourage them to use their new residence? 

Good spring bulbs to plant include crocus and small bulbs snowdrops as they are great for pollinators.  Another 
simple action to benefit pollinators early in the spring is to not cut your dandelions until May.  

Continue working closely with both the Athy Women’s Shed and Men’s Shed.  They have been a great help to you.  
They could also help you with more projects by providing planters, or bird box kits for assembling by families during 
special activity days perhaps?

It is important to recognise and thank the voluntary support received – so it was great to see the pictures of the 
clean-up of the Barrow and towpath.  Everyone was involved – the local boat tours, civil defence, rowing club etc.  
Indeed over 40 volunteers helped in advance of the Summer and tourism season. 

You have done a lot of work to maintain signs and nameplates and promote bilingual signage in your community.  
As mentioned,  your volunteers have cleaned up, painted benches and painted bins across Athy. 
This is no easy task as several bins were in poor condition, but you have made great inroads here.   There are quite 
a few more to tackle so maybe you can organise some work teams on this.  For example, on Woodstock Street.  

In the last 12 months you've had waste bins for cigarette butts installed outside all premises.  This should help 
reduce littering from cigarettes.  Nice heritage signs at the top of Meeting Lane were partially obstructed by the ‘no 
through road’ signs.  Could the main utility box on The Barrow Quay be repainted, maybe in the style of those in 
Monasterevin?

Whilst the castle commands a prominent position is was disappointing to see the Christmas lights here as they look 
messy and it’s not appropriate on a heritage building outside of the festive season. 

Can locals and businesses work together with the Council’s street sweeper to brush litter off pavements and road 
edges so this doe s not accumulate?  What day does the sweeper come into the town?  

Overall, we applaud the work done on Spring cleans and the immense effort put into this.  We wonder if you can 
carry out a litter survey to see where and when and what type of litter is deposited.  This could identify some places 
that may be omitted from current patrols.  For example, by the gorgeous riverside paths by Duke Street Car Park?

In your submission you listed 10 separate actions in which you and the Athy community are helping to be more 
sustainable in how you live.  We were particularly interested that you are becoming a registered Sustainable Energy 
Community, and that you are working closely with your local Climate Action Officer.    With spiralling heating costs 
for coal and oil anything that can help us should be of benefit to residence.   Do keep a record of any savings 
incurred so you can encourage others.

Also do continue to encourage  and promote events such as the free mattress recycling days and you delivered 
leaflets to all homes on recycling facilities in the area – that’s a great achievement especially as not everyone used 
the internet.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



You have done a lot of work to maintain signs and nameplates and promote bilingual signage in your community.  
As mentioned,  your volunteers have cleaned up, painted benches and painted bins across Athy. 
This is no easy task as several bins were in poor condition, but you have made great inroads here.   There are quite 
a few more to tackle so maybe you can organise some work teams on this.  For example, on Woodstock Street.  

In the last 12 months you've had waste bins for cigarette butts installed outside all premises.  This should help 
reduce littering from cigarettes.  Nice heritage signs at the top of Meeting Lane were partially obstructed by the ‘no 
through road’ signs.  Could the main utility box on The Barrow Quay be repainted, maybe in the style of those in 
Monasterevin?

Whilst the castle commands a prominent position is was disappointing to see the Christmas lights here as they look 
messy and it’s not appropriate on a heritage building outside of the festive season. 

Can locals and businesses work together with the Council’s street sweeper to brush litter off pavements and road 
edges so this doe s not accumulate?  What day does the sweeper come into the town?  

Overall, we applaud the work done on Spring cleans and the immense effort put into this.  We wonder if you can 
carry out a litter survey to see where and when and what type of litter is deposited.  This could identify some places 
that may be omitted from current patrols.  For example, by the gorgeous riverside paths by Duke Street Car Park?

It must take a lot of effort to organise your Annual Awards Night so well done.  We were delighted to read in your 
entry form that a lot of your residents are being trained in gardening with biodiversity in mind.  Perhaps you can offer 
prizes for the most wildlife friendly gardens or estates? 

The residents of the Rheban Manor helped to build a bug hotel.  These are great educational tools and help raise 
awareness of the importance of insects in our ecosystems.  Have you had many residents?  You might provide in 
some of your public areas, such as the People’s Park.  Information about insects or some pollinator guidance or 
even a magnifying glass to encourage people to understand more.  

Many others can recreate this by simply leaving an untidy corner in their gardens or communal areas.  There is 
some great advice available on the website pollinators.ie with many free leaflets to download depending if you're 
from a youth group or a church community or school or even a golf course.

Consider the arrival points into Athy – by road, train and now by the Blueway.  You should take time to review these 
areas annually and think how they can be enhanced and how to direct visitors into Athy.   Put yourself in the shoes 
of a visitor and eg. how can they join the ‘Made of Athy’ trail? 

The original building at the Train Station was freshly painted.  There are heritage features here including the 
footbridge and the post box.  There were a lot of signs and ugly utility boxes and bent information boards in the 
area.  As a main arrival point,  could a team be set up to work with Irish Rail to enhance this area?  A simple review 
of signs, removing those no longer needed could be great for example.  Does the car park opposite at the People’s 
Park look inviting?  Are all signs needed here?  

Arriving by boat / on foot along the trails makes for a lovely first impression.  Some suggestions have been made 
already for the two main trailhead points for arriving in the town by boat.  

For roads,  one of your main projects over the last 12 months has been the installation of new signs on all the 
approach roads into  Athy.
They looked well on adjudication day, as did the flowers planted at the Dublin Road roundabout. The entrance to the 
GAA was freshly painted and looked well on the approach into Athy, as did the Primary Care Building.   

The striking ‘strong woman’ mural was admired above the nicely presented shop ‘Annes Flowers’.   Likewise, we 
loved the barge mural reflecting the industrial heritage of the canal area.  The ‘ATHY’ mural on Meeting lane nicely 
reflected the youth influence in this area.  Can you consider commissioning more of these as they strongly enhance 
the areas?  The ‘Made of Athy’  trail enhances Garter Lane and we enjoyed following this.  

The back road from the library to the Canal needs some attention with rusty barriers and old signs that should be 
removed.  Bare concrete block walls could be planted with ivy or honeysuckle to soften this area and would look 
good.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

There is great social capital in Athy – so many volunteer groups working on specific projects and together you are 
making a difference.  The town has many beautiful aspects such as the river, canal, and many heritage buildings.  
Murals are used to good effect to enhance specific areas.  There are parts of Athy with scope for significant 
improvement with targeted action, as mentioned in this report.  It was a pleasure to explore Athy for the first time.  
Thanks for all your hard work over the last 12 months.




