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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your application form, Three-Year Plan 
and map.  All of these can become one document which would make the adjudicators' lives easier now that we have 
everything sent to us digitally.  Your committee of 12 has an additional 50 volunteers including 4 who have a special 
interest in different aspects of the village. We are delighted to hear that you are in close contact with the area 
engineer who ‘with his team is of tremendous help’. Also contact the Environment and Heritage Officers who may 
have ideas for you regarding projects.  Communication through newspapers, church announcements and Facebook 
will hopefully target most of the community.  You list the agencies etc who have assisted you in your long 
association with the Tidy Towns competition.  First entering in 1959 is certainly a huge commitment for your 
community – well done.  If you haven’t set up a What’s App group for the volunteers, we suggest you do so …. but 
limit the usage and let it be only for information from the TidyTowns committee.  You referenced your projects but 
didn’t put these reference numbers onto your map.  Remember this might be the first visit for an adjudicator to your 
village and unless the projects are referenced on the map they may not be located
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Your village is accessed from three directions – from the east, the west and the north across the bridge from 
Valentia Island.   It consists of a main street running from east to west along the coast with a laneway, Lover’s Lane, 
running parallel to the main street.  You are part of the Wild Atlantic Way and the upright Corten steel sculpture 
proudly displays PORTMAGEE HARBOUR.  We learnt that the village is named after the 18th century smuggler 
Captain Theobald Magee.  The main street is a mix of two storey commercial and residential units many of which 
were recently painted adding to the beauty of the village.  Undergrounding cables will make a huge difference to the 
streetscape as truthfully ESB wires etc detract from any streetscape. We loved the freshly paint white walls and the 
black and yellow kerbs which clearly show the motorist the road boundary – simple but very effective.  The painted 
white capped wall along the sea edge also clearly defines the boundary for pedestrians and draws the eye towards 
the causeway.  The nautical theme on the semi derelict wall with the red door is delightful.  There are some 
information signs along the harbour telling the visitor some of the history of the area – The Spirit of St Louis, 
Portmagee Harbour, Lost at Sea, Portmagee and the 1916 Rising, The Crompton, etc. etc. etc. Be careful not to 
overdo signage as these detract from the streetscape.  It might be time to consider a ‘theme’ in the design of your 
signage so that you don’t end up with clutter. We admired the white painted edge to each of the steps to the RC 
church making it very safe for all to see the difference in levels. While the adjacent handrails are not very pretty, 
they are effective – personally we would paint them a dark grey colour so as not to draw too much attention to them. 
The stone wall with vertical capping at the church carpark is a great example of well-built dry-stone walling – 
compliments to the craftsman.
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they are effective – personally we would paint them a dark grey colour so as not to draw too much attention to them. 
The stone wall with vertical capping at the church carpark is a great example of well-built dry-stone walling – 
compliments to the craftsman.

Your Wildlife Garden to the east of the town, although small, is quite beautiful with its variety of grasses, wild flowers 
and shrubs and seating area. The green at the junction of the Causeway road and the entrance to Portmagee was 
neat and tidy. It is a pity it is marred (and blocked) by so many local authority road signs. Your location beside the 
wild Atlantic has challenged you in tree growing and so we were delighted to see that you have grasped that 
challenge and planted a variety of over 5,000 native trees which will in time develop as part of the Native Woodland 
Scheme.  The trees will need attention – stakes and ties etc. - until they have developed.  Best of luck with the 
project.  We read that you try to keep ‘hanging baskets and landscaping schemes to a minimum’ which we 
understand. We suggest that you survey the complete village and see where permanent planting beds might be 
installed and then only have the movable planters in specific locations for dramatic effect. We admired the colourful 
pollinator friendly planting at the church and also the planting along the wall beside the green area to the east.

Having a river, open fields and the sea, Portmagee certainly has a variety of natural habitats. Have you undertaken 
any survey to see what mammals etc are in the area? We note that the wildlife garden in Portmagee has been 
developed and now includes a scented garden, bee and insect habitats, wild flower and pollinator areas, areas for 
bird watching, wildlife information and recreational areas.  We looked for the information leaflet but couldn’t find it.  
You mention ‘continue to manage invasive species in our areas’ – this is really a job for the expert and so we advise 
you to cease doing any work unless a member of your team is suitably qualified.   Is it possible to put up maps on 
your Facebook page of the Pound and Knockeenamhadra Loop Walks so that visitors could access them and enjoy 
a designated walk in your area? A guided biodiversity and wildflower walk might be something you could arrange 
with the help of the local school principal or environment officer in Kerry Co Co.

The support that your volunteers gave when you cleaned up a ten-mile route for KWD Clean-Up is commendable.  
Your regular clean-up is at the weekend where you have a rota of volunteers.  Have you thought about dividing the 
village into sections and asking a volunteer to be responsible for that section?  This works very well in small 
communities such as Portmagee. Notwithstanding the daily use of the pier and the high volume of tourists who were 
visiting as we meandered around, the village was virtually litter free.  Remove the dog fouling sign from the gates 
into the graveyard as they detract from them and instead put it onto the wall beside the piers.  Piers and gates are 
an architectural feature in the streetscape and should not be marred by signage.  The limestone sign at the church 
(The Burial Ground) and also that at the harbour (The Old Year) were quite dirty and the white painted words need 
to be redone as they are very difficult to read.  While it is difficult to keep sea shores litter free the area at the west 
end had quite an amount of old jettisoned ropes and plastic.  Maybe get some members of the group to concentrate 
on this area.  Close to the wildflower area to the east of the village a little tidying up needs to be caried out – black 
plastic peeping out from under the sand. Put the sand into a container – we assume this sand mix is for solitary 
bees?   Ask your area engineer to remove the dog-fouling sign (and pole) set in the planting bed in the green at the 
road junction to the east which is TOTALLY unnecessary and detracts from the bed.

Remember Sustainability isn’t just about recycling. We need to look again at our usage of items which we take for 
granted and see if these can be repurposed or passed on to someone before we head to recycle them.  We are 
delighted that the children are learning about sustainability and re-use in the school and take part in the Green 
School Programme – compliments to the teachers. We note that you are in regular contact with the school principal. 
You are lucky to have a CE worker who is knowledgeable about sustainability and his passion of ‘creative 
sustainability’ is now being passed onto the local schoolchildren.  We had a peep at the Portmagee Whiskey visitor 
centre which is a work in progress. Although your village is small you are part of the Wild Atlantic Way so maybe 
you could lobby for a water dispenser station which would be of great value to cyclists and indeed walkers within the 
area?  Did you take part in any Webinar held during Covid on subjects relevant to this category?  There are still 
some available to see which were recorded - on composting, the Sustainable Development Goals etc.  Have many 
of your community got water butts attached to their rain wate downpipes?  Maybe do a survey and encourage the 
community to install them.

The housing in Portmagee consists primarily of two storey houses along the harbour with a few small housing 
areas, including the holiday homes, to the west. Many of those along the harbour have been freshly painted in bright 
colours adding to the merit of the streetscape.  Some had window boxes with an array of colourful flowers which 
were buzzing with insects as we passed. The derelict house along the main street was the subject of many photo 
shoots on the day we visited – well done on its presentation. Have you thought about having a Best Kept Garden 
award?  A little competition is healthy and individuals enjoy the challenge. You might ask advice on pollinator plants 
and flowers which would survive your Atlantic climate and put the list up on Facebook so that your community can 
avail of your research.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



The roses along the entrance road from the east, beside the bridge, were in full bloom and had a great number of 
visiting insects buzzing around.  The sign welcoming us to Portmagee is clear and easily read and we loved the 
flowers at the base set in the freshly painted white planter.  Road surface is very poor along the main street with 
haphazard repairs which are ravelling at the edges.   We see that works to underground cables will commence 
shortly so road resurfacing will probably be part of this work. Lovers Lane is a delight to walk along where there is a 
great display of wildflowers and grasses. The carpark area near the church accommodates the visitors as it is a 
short stroll to the main street from here. It seems a pity that a path doesn’t exist from the school into the village to 
facilitate parents who wish to walk with their children to school.  Is this something planned? You might ask your local 
elected representative to enquire on your behalf.  We note the footpath along the Holiday Homes complex and 
assume that when the next field is developed a footpath will be constructed here too.  The road markings at the 
wide road junction to the east are badly worn and need repainting.

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit Portmagee and stroll around for a while. You need to make a connection to the Sustainable 
Development Goals in the various categories in your application.  
Please note comments regarding the Application Form and Map and correct for next year.  Thank you for entering 
the SuperValu TidyTowns 2021 competition.


