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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your application form which included a 
map and photos. It’s wonderful to be able to visit the communities this year and see the results of the hard-working 
volunteers.  Your committee (Moyvane Development Association) consists of 27 of which 9 focus on your work in 
Tidy Towns.  You list the state and semi-state organisation in addition to business and community groups who 
support you. We note you have an Implementation Plan – make sure that seminars/activities/projects are included 
for each category in the Tidy Towns competition.   We also suggest putting dates on these – not just short, medium, 
and long term. We see that social media is organised by one of the members – this is a good idea as it will 
guarantee it is active. You have participated in the Tidy Towns competition since 2001 and see that the appearance 
of the village has improved in addition to the attitude of the residents who are now proud of their village and all 
things local.

38

The streetscape was very presentable and many of the village properties had been recently painted. You are a 
small rural village with a mix of vernacular single and two-storey buildings and these with the topography of the 
village, gives your village its character.  Like many rural towns in Ireland, you have dereliction which detracts from 
the streetscape and we see that you are trying to resolve this problem. We commend you on the work you have 
done to date with some of the derelict /unoccupied buildings and we note that this is ongoing. The dominant 
buildings in the village are the RC church of the Assumption (we are surprised this isn’t a Protected Structure), 
Murhur NS, and the Community Sports hall. Newtownsands Co-Op was well presented and O’Brornacáin, on the 
prominent corner site, looked quite beautiful with its blue walls and white window reveals.  We loved the simplicity of 
the shop fascia with the old Irish name in raised letters. The gutter between it and its neighbour needs to be cleaned 
to avoid water overspilling onto the street next winter. We admired the street name signs – painted white on a black 
background making them very legible.  Generally, the business and residential properties presented well, giving a 
very pleasant streetscape with well-maintained buildings, garden walls etc. Some had window boxes with an array 
of pollinator friendly flowers which added an extra beauty to the streetscape.  We noted a few flat iron gates – one 
located between two narrow stone piers needs a little attention.

41

There are some trees along the Main Street south of the Glin Road junction which give this part of your village a 
very pleasant aspect. Would it be possible to also add trees north of the Glin Road junction?  We suggest that 
build-outs with trees be positioned along this wide Main Street which will add greatly to the streetscape.  The main 
structural elements in the landscape, and one of the main structural elements in a streetscape, are trees.   Trees are 
known to have a positive impact on mental health and wellbeing.  By planting and caring for trees, you help reduce 
pollution, improve your surroundings, increase the value of your property and also improve the appearance of your 
village.  In addition, they provide shade for humans, food for insects and food, roosting sites and nesting sites for 
birds. The planting beds at the base of the village name signs gave a pleasant entrance to your village – you could 
add some trailing ones for extra effect.  You also have planters around the village in key locations.  We admired the 
layout of the carpark beside the church – truthfully one of the best we’ve seen. It is divided into bays separated by 
grass margins with trees – excellent.  Maybe do something similar in the community centre carpark.
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very pleasant aspect. Would it be possible to also add trees north of the Glin Road junction?  We suggest that 
build-outs with trees be positioned along this wide Main Street which will add greatly to the streetscape.  The main 
structural elements in the landscape, and one of the main structural elements in a streetscape, are trees.   Trees are 
known to have a positive impact on mental health and wellbeing.  By planting and caring for trees, you help reduce 
pollution, improve your surroundings, increase the value of your property and also improve the appearance of your 
village.  In addition, they provide shade for humans, food for insects and food, roosting sites and nesting sites for 
birds. The planting beds at the base of the village name signs gave a pleasant entrance to your village – you could 
add some trailing ones for extra effect.  You also have planters around the village in key locations.  We admired the 
layout of the carpark beside the church – truthfully one of the best we’ve seen. It is divided into bays separated by 
grass margins with trees – excellent.  Maybe do something similar in the community centre carpark.

Your village is located in rural Ireland and is surrounded by fields, stone walls, hedge rows and trees.  Withing the 
village itself you have developed a very pleasant woodland walk through nature which we undertook when we 
visited.  We liked the fact that you trimmed a narrow margin on each side of the path so that it is known the area is 
managed – this narrow trim of the grass margin is important and should be undertaken in all other areas around the 
village.   You have planted additional trees in this area – birch, hazel and pine.  Have you undertaken any study of 
Nature and Biodiversity in your locality?  Do you know what mammals etc have habitats in your locality? It is 
important to promote awareness of nature in your area and perhaps there is someone locally who could map these 
habitats.  Make contact with Kerry Co Co heritage and environmental officers and ask for advice in undertaking 
activities/projects in this category.  Maybe have a Biodiversity study undertaken? You also have the river near the 
Lime Kiln as a habitat so this too could be included.

Like many communities around Kerry, you too took part in the County Clean up from 2nd – 9th of April. This is an 
excellent way to get the whole community working together for the good of each other and we encourage 
participation in these annual events.  The village was neat and practically litter free when we visited. A little weed 
growth was noted, but not very much, so we are sure that your litter pick-up teams are also removing weed growth.  
Do you know if you are in line to have the poles and overhead wires removed?  Poles and wires detract from a 
streetscape and hopefully your village is on the list to have these wires put underground.  The Moyvane Visitor 
Information board was clean and legible – the flowers at the base added to it.  We’re not in favour of too many signs 
and we suggest that you paint ‘Clean up after your Dog’ on the footpaths where dog fouling is a problem and 
remove the signs. We have seen this in other communities and have been told it works better than signage on 
poles.  The area around the lime kiln needs to have weed growth removed and the black stain reapplied to the 
fencing.

This is a category where many communities struggle but truthfully it is just about being aware of how we use the 
resources of the planet so that we cut down on our waste.  Collecting scrap metal is an excellent idea and also 
helps the coffers of an organisation.  You mention the awards achieved by Murhur NS in the Green School 
programme – have you helped in any of this work?  We have no doubt that the teachers would be grateful for any 
assistance /extra knowledge which you might bring to the classroom.  We read that you are continuing the 
development of a Strategic Development plan 2022-2026 to provide ‘a roadmap for the development of the 
community of Moyvane over the coming 5 years’ – we assume that Sustainability will play a major role in this.  We 
suggest removing the stones from the planting beds between the church and GAA pitch and adding mulch instead.  
Mulching reduces the need for watering, protects the bare soil, creates new soil over time and creates a habitat for 
many important creatures. Have you thought about having a community garden within the village?  This has 
become very popular in small communities and besides being a great way to grow vegetables, share plants etc. it is 
also a great social gathering venue.

The standard of presentation of individual houses withing the village environs, and on the approach roads to 
Moyvane was generally very good and we applaud the many home owners and occupiers who clearly take pride in 
their place and keep their front facades, road frontage, gardens and boundary walls well presented and neatly 
maintained in support of your work.  The estates of Woodgrove, Bruach na Gaile and the smaller Ashgrove estate 
also had well maintained houses – some with very colourful gardens or planters beside their doors.  The name 
Bruach na Gaile needs to be repainted as it is practically illegible. Suckers on trees in the open communal spaces 
need attention – remove them using a sharp knife or secateurs. Get advice before undertaking this as it is easy to 
do damage to the trees.

The new signs Fáilte go Maigh Mhéain on the entrances to the village are pleasant. We were surprised, and 
delighted, to see the extent of the footpaths along the roads out of the village which will encourage walkers.  We are 
always in favour of footpaths as they encourage communities to develop safe walking routes along the side roads 
around their villages.  Timber post and rail fences and roadside boundary walls on the outskirts of the village were 
well maintained. The yellow and white poles on the footpath in the village were unpleasant. The Glin Road junction 
seems inordinately large, so maybe a redesign of this junction by widening the footpaths would solve the problem.  
Was there a traffic island at some stage? This reinforces that the road is unnecessarily wide.  Pavements in the 
village centre were narrow for such a wide Main Street and were made even narrower by ESB poles etc.  Road 
surfaces were mixed but generally poor and road markings either non-existent or badly worn.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



village centre were narrow for such a wide Main Street and were made even narrower by ESB poles etc.  Road 
surfaces were mixed but generally poor and road markings either non-existent or badly worn.

Concluding Remarks:

We enjoyed visiting your village and seeing the work undertaken. Please insert the photos into the relevant 
categories in next year’s application as the adjudicators don’t have time to scroll up and down through application 
forms to find the photos referenced.  We requested that you indicate New and Maintained projects/activities in the 
Application Form so please remove the Future Projects – these should only appear in the Development Plan for 
your village. 
Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.


