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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your Application Form which included 
your map and a list of projects/events for 2021 -2024.  We advise that you update this list and put the projects into 
the various categories which appear on the Application Form – this will focus your work and show areas where 
projects/events/activities are needed. You have a committee of twelve and an additional thirty volunteers help when 
a project needs assistance. We are very impressed with this commitment from a village of under 200 people – well 
done Kilmoyley.  We are delighted to see that you actively try to get new members which will bring the community 
together for a common goal – improving the lives of the residents. You list all those who support your activities and 
projects – state and semi state and local businesses and voluntary groups.  Informing the community of your work is 
done through social media – Facebook Tidy Towns Kilmoyley – and also through traditional news channels –the 
parish newsletter, Kerryman and Kerry’s eye newspapers.  We’re delighted to welcome you to the competition for 
the tenth year and it’s good to read that the competition provides the group with targets and focus each year and 
that gradual improvements to Kilmoyley have been made over time.
We requested New and Maintained Projects in our Application Form so please remove the Future Projects (FP) 
from the form next year – these should be in a 3/5 Year Plan.
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You are a dispersed rural community with a mix of vernacular single and two-storey buildings and these with the 
topography of the village and its great vistas across the countryside gives the area its character.  The dominate 
buildings in the village are the limestone Gothic Revival RC Church of the Sacred Heart sitting on a prominent 
corner site, the school and the community centre. You have some fine flat iron and wrought iron gates in the village 
and surrounding area which add to the character of the village. These are part of our traditional ironwork skills and 
should be retained. 
We loved the whitewashed walls and compliment you on the murals – the rabbit, the old man at the half door.  
These two derelict buildings were well presented.  Don’t overdo the additions in front of Griffin’s cottage as they will 
detract from the building itself.  We also suggest trimming back the bushes and cutting the low branches from the 
trees. We also loved the cow at Lerrig Stores.  The wall along the new cemetery would benefit from ivy or other 
climbing plants – it’s quite unpleasant at present. Ivy will not only disguise the wall but will also be a great habitat for 
insects, birds and small mammals.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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TOTAL MARK 550 297

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

01/07/2022

 



Your landscape and green spaces are the fields and trees all around the village. The beautiful flower bed with the 
recently painted Fáilte go Cill Mhaoile had quite a lot of weed growth along the road edge and so was slightly 
hidden. We also recommend that you remove the stones and instead use bark mulch. Mulching reduces the need 
for watering, protects the bare soil, creates new soil over time and creates a habitat for many important creatures.  
The carpark at the church would benefit from being divided with trees planted in the buildouts. This would assist the 
parking regime when there are lots of cars present.  We also suggest a row of trees be considered inside the wall on 
the side road of the church grounds.  Some of the trees in open spaces around the village are leaning quite badly 
and we suggest these are replaced with birch or maple as a future project.  You maintain a number of planting beds 
and planters around the village.  We always suggest replacing the temporary planters with permanent planting beds. 
Locate areas where a planting bed gives maximum impact and then select pollinator plants and grasses for 
year-round colour. We note that you planted native trees (bare root) in the spring of 2022 in the set aside ground of 
Reilig Naomh Eirc graveyard as part of a neighbourhood woods scheme for Kilmoyley.

The numerous natural stone walls around the village are a great habitat for insects and small mammals.  You also 
have a great many hedgerows and tall trees which are wonderful nesting and roosting sites for birds.  Lerrig Lough 
is a wonderful habitat – we were greeted by all the ducks when we visited.  We agree with leaving the area for 
rewilding as this will in time produce great varieties of wildflowers.  Have you undertaken any study about the 
biodiversity in Kilmoyley?  You have school children involved in the Green Schools programme so we recommend 
that you become involved with them and see what you can achieve.  We note that you planned a flora and fauna 
bog walk in May to hear Cuckoo on Banemore Bog – add photos to next year’s application form under/in this 
category.  Have you any further nature walks or seminars with an expert planned? Contact your environmental 
officer/ Irish Wildlife Trust for assistance/ suggestions.  Also look at the Heritage Council (2004) Conserving and 
Enhancing Wildlife in Towns and Villages – a guide for local community groups.

We see from your Facebook page that you collected almost twenty bags of rubbish at the Parish Spring Clen event.  
We noted that one of the 50km signs is faded and needs replacing – check the others too.  The village and 
surrounding ring were almost litter free when we visited but unfortunately weed growth is a problem in most areas. 
Weeds should be removed from planting beds, the base of walls, around planting beds and from kerbs.  Ask the 
litter pick-up team to bring a hoe or wire brush and to remove the weeds in addition to picking up litter. The 
Kilmoyley village sign on the road from the east was almost hidden behind the grass growth – keep all areas around 
signs trimmed.  We looked for the ‘2 Minute Street Clean’ sandwich boards at Lerrig Stores but didn’t see it – was it 
there temporarily?  The timber surrounds to the Lerrig Lough need painting/staining as too do the seats.

This is a category where many communities struggle but truthfully it is just about being aware of how we use the 
resources of the planet so that we cut down on our waste.  The Love Kilmoyley - Conserve Water sign at the water 
tower was noted.  A previous adjudicator suggested that a mural could be painted on the walls beside the gate. We 
agree with this suggestion and this is something you should investigate. We note your link with Kilmoyley National 
School through sponsoring and helping plant window boxes and promotion of their Green Flag programme.  We 
love that Tidy Towns Óg – Cill Mhaoile help out the adult members to promote an environmental message. 
During Covid quite a number of state and semi-state organisation organised Webinars and many were on subjects 
which relate to this category.  Did you take part in any?  Some are still available on-line. We suggest that you 
contact your environmental officer and she will assist you.  The Kilmoyley 5k/10k family funrun completes the circuit 
that is Kilmoyley.  The bring banks were noted – empty and ready for the next deposit of glass and tins.

The houses on the approach roads are a mix of vernacular single storey buildings in individual sites interspersed 
among well maintained farmhouses with yards and outbuildings.  All were well presented and those with gardens 
had trees, shrubs and colourful floral displays with great varieties of pollinator friendly planting.  One or two have 
made great efforts and have amazing colourful displays of flowers – we commend them on their work.  The road into 
the Old Forge Road estate had weed growth all along the road /kerb junction which gave the entrance an unkempt 
aspect.  We noted that chemical herbicides had been used by some residents.  We encourage you to ask them to 
desist in this and use organic herbicides or a mix of salt, vinegar and washing up liquid.  Also just use a hoe and 
wire brush – maybe slow but very effective. The Best Kept Garden competition is excellent – it not only provides a 
bit of fun but also the presentation of the certificate becomes a social event that the community and press can 
attend. The new footpath at Kilmoyley South estate was noted.

Tidy Towns Kilmoyley has a considerable length of road and so we will focus on certain aspects of this.  Road 
surfaces were quite poor in many areas and equally road markings need attention. The beautiful flower bed with the 
recently painted Fáilte go Cill Mhaoile had quite a lot of weed growth along the road edge and so was slightly 
hidden. We also recommend that you remove the stones and instead use bark mulch. Mulching reduces the need 
for watering, protects the bare soil, creates new soil over time and creates a habitat for many important creatures.  
We also suggest that a narrow border of grass be trimmed along the grass margins edges of the roads of the 
complete ring to let the motorists know that they are in a residential community and so need to reduce speed.  We 
have no doubt that in time footpaths will be added to the central areas of the village (church and store) which will 
make it safe for pedestrians.  Perhaps these could extend to the 50km limits.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



have no doubt that in time footpaths will be added to the central areas of the village (church and store) which will 
make it safe for pedestrians.  Perhaps these could extend to the 50km limits.

Concluding Remarks:

We enjoyed visiting your village and saw the various projects you indicated in the form. We encourage you to redo 
your 3-year plan to give you a focus on your projects/ activities and something to aim for in each category. 
Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.


