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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your application form, maps and photos. 
Your committee of five has up to an additional sixty who assist when a meitheal is being undertaken and outside of 
this you have a cohort of fourteen regular volunteers.  We are delighted to read that residents of St Mary of the 
Angels help you – please say ‘thanks’ on our behalf.  It would be good if you prepared a 5-year Plan for your town 
with actions/projects under each category in the TidyTowns Application Form.  You can do this yourselves – it 
doesn’t need to be professionally done. While it is helpful to get professional advice to prepare a plan, it is important 
that the community has ownership of it and is familiar with the various action plans that it will contain. Hopefully by 
next year you will have one completed with goals, partners and time frame attached.  Don’t make it too onerous – 
just a few actions under each category that you, as a small committee, can achieve in the time allocated.  We note 
the state and semi-state agencies who assist you in addition to the businesses and local community groups. This is 
your 10th successive year entering the competition and we are delighted to welcome you and hope that our reports 
have been of assistance over the years.  Please see Concluding Remarks for advice on filling out the TidyTowns 
Application Form and marking your projects on the map.

43

Single, two and three storey residences sit beside businesses in your town centre which ensures it is a vibrant town 
when businesses close for the evening.  This occupancy mix is crucial for any town to survive.  We loved the pattern 
of the climbing streets and the proximity to the wide River Laune is an added bonus.  You have some fine structures 
in Killorglin – the Gothic Revival RC St. James’s church, the 1870 Blennerhassett Monument, the disused CofI 
church on Lower Bridge St, the great three-storey warehouse on Annadale Road, and of course, the beautiful 
eight-arch limestone bridge over the river Laune and the stunning railway viaduct to the north of the town. Have you 
made an Historical Trail of your town?  This is very easy to do – lots of information is available. This would make the 
tourists’ visits very rewarding as they meander around your streets when visiting for Puck Fair and at other times.  
King Puck takes pride of place on the east of the road bridge before we enter the town – a suitable location as it is 
very visible for all to see.  We admired the shopfronts which have been painted – needless to say more need this to 
be done.  We visited the Sunhill Pump (on the Sunhill loop walk) and liked that you’ve left the area around it clear 
with the sign and galvanised buckets with trailing plants to one side.  The matchbox car ‘No Parking’ sign was noted 
as were the painted utility boxes.
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:
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02/07/2022

 



The River Laune is a great amenity for you and the green spaces associated with the river banks are quite beautiful. 
We loved the green area to the east of the town with the picnic seats inviting us to sit and admire the view.  
Unfortunately, there’s nowhere to park. Could a small carpark be put along this section of the river?  We admired 
that trees have been planted in recent years in Killorglin and we hope that more will be planted as there are quite a 
few streets, roads and open spaces which would benefit from a tree planting scheme e.g the carpark at the 
K.C.Y.MS. building, the buildouts at the top of Upper Bridge Street, the large paving area at the library (more trees 
are needed to soften this space) etc. We were disappointed to read that KCC were against planting trees into the 
ground and hopefully you will manage to alert them to the benefits of planting trees.  Not only are they beneficial for 
our mental and physical and health but they also provide feeding places for insects and roosting and nesting sites 
for birds. In addition, they meet 15 of the 17 UN Sustainable Development Goals….  So maybe KCC might rethink 
their policy for Killorglin.  Your permanent planting beds around the town were quite beautiful. We particularly 
admired the ones at the junction of Market Road and Mill Road.  We note that the Crow’s Road beech hedge project 
was completed in April 2022 and hopefully this will be a success and they will all survive.

The River Laune, the river banks, the trees, hedgerows, stone walls, pollinator friendly planting in gardens all 
combine to give Killorglin natural habitats.  Did you get advice on the installation of 99 swift boxes?  Generally, 
swifts don’t come to an area if they are competing with other swifts so this is something you need to confirm with the 
experts. Contact www.birdwatchireland.ie or www.swiftconservation.org for advice on their installation and 
maintenance.   We are delighted to read that you also have owl boxes – have you had any success with these yet? 
You mention that you have a tree nursery but didn’t disclose its location – can we visit this next year? Is it 
associated with a Community Garden? The BallyKissane Centenary Loop Walk now has signposts indicating the 
route which begins in Fairfield and is a distance of 7.5kms.    We see that you encourage residents to allow the 
grass in their garden to grow so as to feed the pollinators – Don’t Mow let it Grow.  We feel by now this message is 
well and truly out, and hopefully your residents appreciate the reason for this regime.

Like many communities in Kerry, you took part in the Kerry Clean-Up Week in April and also the Spring Clean-Up  – 
we commend you on this as it focuses the attention of the community on the need to be vigilant on litter, fly-tipping 
and weed growth. We were disappointed to see that 350 bags of rubbish had accumulated in your community over 
one winter period.  Hopefully this will decrease next year.  When we visited the centre of the town was virtually litter 
free and we are delighted to report that weed growth was also negligible. Your neat, tidy streets give a very good 
first impression to the visitor.   Please commend the team for this. The timber seats in the main square (beside the 
library) need to be stained/varnished, and the wall around the beautiful planting bed with the mature tree and 
Bewick sculpture needs washing. We see that you use industrial strength vinegar weed spray (which is donated by 
Astellas) to eliminate weeds or you remove them by hand. While this is slower, it is the approach we now must all 
take in weed control. You mention that you segregate all waste and recycle where possible – where do you 
undertake this? Have you a storage area where your volunteers carry out this work? This is a first for us.

This is a category where many communities struggle but truthfully it is just about being aware of how we use the 
resources of the planet so that we cut down on our waste.  Educating both young and old in Sustainability – doing 
more with less is crucial to save the Earth and move quickly to a zero-waste society.  You list quite a number of 
activities which you and the community undertake which is helping you become more sustainable. We visited the 
National School and met the caretaker who showed us the various projects which the children had undertaken. We 
now thank him for his interest and knowledge. We noted the Healthy Eating Community Event on your Facebook 
Page – tell us about it next year. We read with interest that you mulch the Christmas trees and use the bark mulch 
in your planting beds. Mulching reduces the need for watering, protects the bare soil, creates new soil over time and 
creates a habitat for many important creatures.  We have a distinct preference to mulch in flower beds as opposed 
to stones which, unfortunately, we see regularly. We loved your Cáirt Uisce.  You mentioned that you have a 
nursery where you have trees. We also suggest that you grow your own pollinator friendly plants, harvest your own 
seeds or source donations of plants from keen local gardeners as these all avoid the waste associated with shop 
bought varieties.

The standard of presentation of individual houses within the town, on the approach roads and in the residential 
estates we visited in Killorglin, was generally very good. We applaud the many home owners and occupiers who 
clearly take pride in their place and keep their front facades, road frontage, gardens and boundary walls 
well-presented and neatly maintained in support of your work. Gardens had lawns, trees, shrubs and colourful floral 
displays, some with great varieties of pollinator- friendly planting.  The planting at the entrance to Hawthorn Place 
was very pleasant.  The shrubs in front of the name sign on the pier need to be cut back as the sign is difficult to 
read.  Remove the planters in front of the Iveragh Park sign (a beautiful sign) and instead put the plants directly into 
the ground. The guideline for plant containers is to use them only where planting directly into the ground is not 
possible; they should not in themselves attract any notice.  Some of the estates need to trim the grass at the edges 
of the open areas so that the kerbs are visible to the motorists. Some weeds were noted along footpaths and on 
road edges in some estates which gave the area an unkempt feel.  Trees would look well inside the walls of Laharn 
Court and Laharn Drive. Plant all one species for maximum effect and choose a ‘town’ tree. The colourful array of 
pollinator flowers at the entrance to Railway Road were very pleasant. The wildflowers at the entrance to Lynch 
Heights were also admired.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



Heights were also admired.

The large boulders beside the Business Park sign on the entrance road from Glenbeigh are unpleasant. There is a 
concrete crash barrier along the road edge and we suggest that boulders are removed (further on there are no 
boulders just the concrete crash barrier). We loved the planting beds along this stretch of road with the variety of 
shrubs and flowers of varying heights – mature and well kept.   The planting around St. Michael’s CofI church, on 
the approach road from Glenbeigh, was very beautiful.  Road surface in and around Killorglin are generally fair/good 
and road markings visible in most places.  The pink in the bus parking bays and some blue in the disabled parking is 
a little worn and will need repainting shortly. There are a number of new paths in Killorglin and we feel that some are 
a result of the road width being narrowed to ensure the motorist slows down and results in giving the pedestrians 
additional safety.  We admire this approach to pedestrian safety as it will encourage more people to walk knowing 
that they have priority over the car.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We thoroughly enjoyed our visit to Killorglin, our first in quite a while. Last time we were here as tourists, so it was 
interesting to be looking at it your town this time with a more critical eye. Hopefully our paths will cross again. 
In terms of your Tidy Town’s application form you will have seen that this year we requested that applicants would 
number their projects as, new projects (N), or improved/maintained projects (M) and all ‘future’ projects should only 
be included in your 5-Year Plan and NOT in the Application Form. You are to give each action/project a number as 
New (N1, N2, N3 etc.) or Maintained (M1, M2, M3 etc).  This same numbering system to be used to indicate the 
locations of these projects on a map – N1, N2, N3 etc and M1, M2, M3 etc. This is to help the adjudicators to 
negotiate their way around your town and see the various projects or locations of projects.  Needless to say, 
attendance at seminars etc. will not be marked on a map …. but then they never were.  We wish to state that this is 
not a criticism of your work but to explain to you that as adjudicators we rely on a clear application form and 
accompanying map to inform us of your projects and make our visit rewarding.   We would appreciate if these points 
could be taken into consideration when preparing your 2023 application. 

The Sustainable Development Goals are now part of the application form. Tidy Towns in conjunction with Limerick 
City and County Council ran a webinar on the SDGs in 2021 and the presentation is worth reading as it will be 
helpful for your application next year. 
The link is : https://www.limerick.
ie/sites/default/files/media/documents/2021-03/sustainable-development-goals-helpful-hints.pdf

Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.


