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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your application form which included a 
map, photos and your 3-Year Action Plan 2021-2023. It’s wonderful to be able to visit the communities this year and 
see the results of the hard-working volunteers.  Your committee of twelve has an additional twenty-one who assist 
with litter pick-up, weeding and when a job needs to be done.  That is almost 18% of the village population – well 
done.  We love that you have a dedicated TidyTowns email address and also a Facebook page but we advise that 
you should post photos etc more often on the Facebook page – we only saw two posts since March.  Ask one of the 
committee or one of the volunteers to keep this active as it will remind the village community of all your work to 
assist them.  You also use the tradition methods – Community Notice board (but we couldn’t find one), newspaper 
notices, posted in local shops, parish notes etc. You list state and semi-state organisations in addition to businesses 
and local community groups who support you. This is your 10th year entering the competition and we are delighted 
that it has helped to motivate the local community to make improvements to their surroundings. In terms of your Tidy 
Town’s application form you will have seen that this year we requested that applicants would number their projects 
as, new projects (N), and improved or maintained projects (M).  This same numbering system to be used to indicate 
the locations of these projects on a map – N1, N2, N3 etc ….M1, M2, M3 etc. All future projects are to be included in 
your Action Plan and NOT in the Application Form. This is to help the adjudicators to negotiate their way around 
your village and see the various projects or locations of projects.  Needless to say, attendance at seminars etc. 
would not be marked on a map …. but then they never were.  We wish to state that this is not a criticism of your 
work but to explain to you that as adjudicators we rely on a clear application form and accompanying map to inform 
us of your projects.   We would appreciate it if these points could be taken into consideration when preparing your 
2023 application.
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You are a rural village with a mix of buildings and these with the topography of the village, its climbing roads and 
wide vistas across the surrounding countryside, gives your village its character.  The centre of village is a blend of 
businesses interspersed among vernacular single and two storey houses with one three storey building dominating 
the streetscape at the bottom of Railway Road. The main buildings in the village are the RC church of St. Patrick, 
the old National School (now the Heritage Centre), the CofI church now a Visitor Centre (but it was closed when we 
visited mid-afternoon), the three-storey house at Railway Road with its Wyatt windows, and the old dancehall. 
While we love the new mural of the ploughman, we feel it jars a little with the one beside it which is a pity.  We 
suggest continuing the theme of the original mural (nature, rural countryside and historic structures), in this location 
and move the plough and ploughman to another location. We know this means repainting it but truthfully, it’s lost 
where it is.  We loved the various murals and vignettes around the village – the cat on the window cill, the horse at 
the half door, the dog in the window, the man at the half door with a pint in his hand, and the various murals at 
entrance doors of the National School. Please commend the Canvas Club on the positive contributions they’ve 
made to the village. The beautiful carved seat in the Visitor Centre is lost in its location – could it be relocated in a 
more prominent position in the village? We admired Kilgarvan Community Playground.  We note the various 
activities which you have undertaken including painting derelict buildings and we commend you on this. The 
decorated raised plasterwork of the Ó Suilleabháin shopfront was admired.
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and move the plough and ploughman to another location. We know this means repainting it but truthfully, it’s lost 
where it is.  We loved the various murals and vignettes around the village – the cat on the window cill, the horse at 
the half door, the dog in the window, the man at the half door with a pint in his hand, and the various murals at 
entrance doors of the National School. Please commend the Canvas Club on the positive contributions they’ve 
made to the village. The beautiful carved seat in the Visitor Centre is lost in its location – could it be relocated in a 
more prominent position in the village? We admired Kilgarvan Community Playground.  We note the various 
activities which you have undertaken including painting derelict buildings and we commend you on this. The 
decorated raised plasterwork of the Ó Suilleabháin shopfront was admired.

While you have no large green space in the village you are surrounded by green fields, rivers and trees. We read 
that there are ornamental trees in ten wooden planters around the village – we spotted a few.  We also note that you 
have planted twenty flower tubs around the village.  Be advised that trees and plants should always be planted in 
the ground and not in planters.  We noted planters beside the flower bed near the bring bank on the entrance and 
this is totally inappropriate. Guidelines for planters is that they should only be used when it is not suitable to put the 
plant/tree/flower into the ground.  There are many areas in Kilgarvan where trees would add to the streetscape.  
Undertake an audit of the village and see suitable locations and add ‘town’ trees of a single species for maximum 
effect.  Trees are known to have a positive impact on mental health and wellbeing.  By planting and caring for trees, 
you help reduce pollution, improve your surroundings, improve the appearance of your community and increase the 
value of your property.  In addition, they provide shade for humans, food for insects and food roosting sites and 
nesting sites for birds. 
We loved the native hedgerow plants to create a wildlife corridor.  The railway sleepers surround to the planting 
beds in the school grounds and elsewhere were admired.  We loved the Kilgarvan name sign in white stones on the 
entrance road – a simple but effective idea.

There are rich natural areas surrounding your village and it is important to promote an awareness of its many traits 
and to map these habitats.  You have mature trees, fields, forests, stone walls and the rivers all around you and 
appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this category. You delayed strimming and 
grass cutting on ditches and roadside verges on the approach roads in order to allow wildflowers to grow and create 
a pollinator friendly environment for bees and other insects.  You also took this approach in the graveyards with the 
same results. To promote biodiversity, we need to manage habitats in such a way that we provide food and shelter 
for our fauna and a place to grow and thrive for our flora. We read that there are three sanctuaries (roosts) for the 
Lesser Horseshoe Bat located in Kilgarvan Parish but you fail to mark these on the map.  We appreciate that it is 
the National Parks and Wildlife Service who manage and monitor these but do you know where they are located?

Like many communities in Kerry, you took part in the Kerry Clean-Up Week in April and also the Spring Clean-Up – 
we commend the community on this which focuses their attention on the need to be vigilant on litter, fly-tipping and 
weed growth.  We particularly like when children and teenagers are involved in the major clean-up day so that they 
learn the results from an early age of the results of fly-tipping. When we visited the village was virtually litter free and 
weed growth was only noticed in large gravel areas and along the base of a few walls (e.g the old graveyard wall).  
Please commend your team on keeping Kilgarvan practically litter and weed free.  We note that the litter pick up 
volunteers are also weed removal volunteers and that they bring a hoe or wire brush to remove weed growth.  We 
recommend that the gravel areas can be sprayed with organic weed killer or a mix of vinegar, salt and washing up 
liquid.   We noted ivy growth on some walls and also on the beautiful stone bridge over the River Roughty to the 
south of Kilgarvan. While ivy is a wonderful for insect life and is acceptable/good on rendered (plastered) walls it is 
not acceptable on stone structures as the roots penetrate between the joints in the stones, making the walls 
unstable and leading to their collapse. Natural stone constructions are in themselves great habitats for insect life 
and also very beautiful in the streetscape.  We also recommend that you remove the ivy from the gable of the 
National School before it enters the roof space and causes rot to the timbers. The bring banks on the entrance road 
were quite dirty and were unpleasant.

This is a category where many communities struggle but truthfully it is just about being aware of how we use the 
resources of the planet so that we cut down on our waste.  Educating both young and old in Sustainability – doing 
more with less is crucial so that we advance our knowledge in how we use the resources of the planet in order to cut 
down on our waste. Tidy towns committees are encouraged to try and prevent the generation of waste when 
carrying out their day-to-day activities.  For example, you could make your own compost for use in your landscaping 
schemes as this avoids all of the associated packaging and other waste that comes with shop bought fertilisers. 
Growing your own pollinator friendly plants, harvesting your own seeds or sourcing donations of plants from keen 
local gardeners is recommended as this also avoids the waste associated with shop bought varieties. You 
mentioned that the Community Employment Scheme grows flowers from plugs in their polytunnel – where in the 
village is this located so that we can visit it? We were delighted to read that the National School in involved in the 
Green Schools programme – and that they have been awarded five green flags.  Are you involved in any of their 
work?  We love that they grow flowers which in turn are displayed around the village.  Please commend the teacher 
for her involvement.  The Supervalu "Save the Bees" competition is very popular and the children take part in this 
too.  We looked for rain water butts (which you mentioned) but only saw them at the church. It’s good to water the 
plants with rainwater.  You mention other initiatives by the local community – paper straws, recyclable drinking cups, 
collection of clothes, repurpose Christmas cards, etc. We see that close to Kilgarvan there is a windfarm which has 
38 wind turbines – is it possible to visit?  Please amend your Application Form next year in this section.  Rather than 
having a series of Waste, Sustainability and Climate Actions all mixed up please just use the headings once and list 
(in bullet format) the project/actions associate with that heading.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



unstable and leading to their collapse. Natural stone constructions are in themselves great habitats for insect life 
and also very beautiful in the streetscape.  We also recommend that you remove the ivy from the gable of the 
National School before it enters the roof space and causes rot to the timbers. The bring banks on the entrance road 
were quite dirty and were unpleasant.

The residential properties in the village are primarily two-storey terraced houses and many had been freshly painted 
giving the streetscape a very pleasant appearance. Those without gardens had planters, window boxes or hanging 
baskets filled with colourful plants and flowers which added to the streetscape. We admired the row of single storey 
houses (OAPs) set back from the road with the great displays of Pampas Grass in the green space along with two 
benches.  We also admired the planting in the triangular space beside the house with the lilac window and door 
surrounds.  The standard of presentation of individual houses within the various housing estates was also, in the 
main, very good.  We applaud the many home owners and occupiers who clearly take pride in their place and keep 
their front facades, road frontage, gardens and boundary walls well-presented and neatly maintained in support of 
your work.  We were delighted to read that the ghost estate of Suiomh Alainn is now completed and fully occupied 
and this will bring a new lease of life to that area. Landscaping in the open area will need to be undertaken shortly – 
the residents may you’re your help with this. The communal spaces in St. Garvan’s Terrace were well maintained –
add a few silver birch trees beside the existing one which will add to the beauty of this open space.  We recommend 
that a shrub bed and a coppice of trees be planted in the open space at Limewoods. A few home owners have 
attempted to ‘soften’ the area with planting but more is required.  Healy Rae Park looked good. 
Amend your Action Plan 2021-2023, as at present you haven’t included a section for Residential Streets and 
Housing Areas

The grass margins on all of the approach roads were neatly trimmed and hedgerows had been cut back to give 
good visibility.  We loved the well-maintained stone walls along some of the entrances.  The entrance from the east 
with the Kilgarvan name written in the flower bed using large white stone was quite beautiful.  Please put the trees 
etc at present in planters into the adjacent planting beds.  You might also consider putting a few picnic benches in 
this area, which has a pleasant planting bed and an equally pleasant view across the countryside.  Village name 
signs, direction signs and speed signs were all clean and legible and easily read with neatly trimmed back 
hedgerows. 
You have new footpaths in some areas which will benefit the pedestrians, making their journey safer. 
Road surfaces were good but we noticed a distinct lack of road markings in the housing estates.  This is something 
that’s easily rectified. In particular a stop sign painted on the road is needed to make the motorist safe when exiting 
the estate onto the main road.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was our first visit to your village, and we wish to compliment you for the care and attention you give to your 
local community.  Keep up the good work and we hope that this report provides some guidance for your programme 
next year.  Please remember to update the Application Form and number the projects as requested with 
corresponding numbers added to the map. We also suggest you consult the Tidy Towns Handbook (online) for more 
project ideas to consider under the various criteria.

Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.


