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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and we thank you for your application form including 
photos, map and legend.  You also attached your Long-Term Plan 2019-2022 which is in its final year.  Your 
committee of 7 has the help of an addition 30 volunteers when projects need workers. Getting volunteers to take 
ownership of an area always works and we see that you adopt this approach - Adopt a Mile and Adopt a Flower 
Bed. We also note that you have new Ukrainians in your volunteer group which is excellent as many will have 
skills/expertise which will assist you in your projects. You have a website, Facebook Page, Instagram account and a 
designated TidyTowns email – well done on this active social media presence. In addition, you inform the 
community of your activities using the ‘traditional’ methods – parish newsletter, newspapers, etc.  The students in 
the Secondary school are very lucky to have one of your members as their TY teacher – they will benefit 
enormously from this engagement.  Your involvement in TidyTowns since 1959 shows the commitment of your 
volunteers to Kenmare and we have no doubt that this commitment is appreciated by the townsfolk. We note you 
took the adjudicators' advice about the Application Form and its contents and truthfully, we found it very clear and 
acceptable.  Keep up this method of completing the Application Form.
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Your streets and roads radiate from the centre of Kenmare making the layout one which is easy to navigate and so 
admire the variety of two and three storey vernacular buildings which make up your streetscape.  The prominent 
buildings in the town are the Gothic Revival churches - RC Church of the Holy Cross and the CofI St. Patrick’s 
Church, The Park Hotel, the Poor Clare’s Convent, Carnegie Library etc.  Interesting that the Heritage Centre isn’t 
on the Buildings of Ireland website. Is it a Protect Structure? We loved Cromwell’s Bridge and as we meandered 
around the area, we chatted to a very knowledgeable group of teenage girls who knew quite a lot about their town.  
We love the fact that residential and commercial buildings are side by side along the streetscape as this ensures 
activity in the town when retail premises are closed.  The Shopfront Award and Good Windows Award are an 
excellent idea and will encourage shop owners to provide window displays which will keep the streetscape vibrant.  
The Kenmare Heritage signs are very pleasant – they are discrete and very tastefully executed.  We assume that 
the Eco Telly wasn’t quite finished when we visited as it wasn’t working. We loved the flatiron gates which we 
noticed both in the town and on the outskirts and also the new Fair Green railings.  We assume the swift mural is a 
work in progress as it only extends over two panels along this long blank wall.  We loved the farm animals painted in 
the windows of the red galvanised roofed shed on Shrubbery Avenue/Parnell Place.
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:
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12/06/2022

 



The green space in the centre of the town, The Fair Green, was busy with families picnicking, residents walking their 
dogs and people strolling at their leisure the day we visited.  This is a particularly pleasant space in the centre of 
your town. We admired the great mature trees which give excessive cover to all – humans, birds and insects.  Like 
many Irish towns, there is a distinct lack of trees on the streets in Kenmare.  Main Street is a wide, open street 
which has narrow footpaths and appears to be a sea of parked cars. Buildouts with trees are ideal for a location 
such as this.  Not only will they make the streetscape more pleasant and provide shade for pedestrians they will 
also provide feeding locations for insects and birds and nesting and roosting sites for birds. This is a project you are 
investigating and we encourage you to continue to peruse this relentlessly with the Local Authority. We note that 
you have reduced the mowing in the town which will make a huge difference to the number and variety of native 
plants which will be allowed to flower and seed – in addition to saving you time and money. There are quite a 
number of flower and shrub beds around the town which you manage.  This is a lot of work for you and we 
commend you on this work, as they add greatly to the beauty of the town.  Some are in strategic locations and make 
for added drama.  They were ablaze with colour and vibrancy and we were delighted to see the amount of 
sustainable planting and pollinator friendly planting used.  Are there are corner/small areas which could be 
transformed into pocket parks? These ‘left over spaces’ are ideal for planting a few small trees, making permanent 
pollinator friendly flower beds and adding a seat which we guarantee will be well used.  Other communities have 
taken over these small spaces and have made ‘green lungs’ in the middle of the built environment and usually the 
local people then take care of them with input now and again from TidyTowns or the Local Authority. The round 
planting concrete pipes at the creamery carpark with the catmint were alive with buzzing insects – personally we 
dislike these planting containers and suggest that a permanent planting bed be made in this location.

The River Finnihy flows through the town and as in many other towns the backs of houses face onto it.  
Unfortunately, rivers weren’t valued when our town streets were laid out. Hedges, stone walls, the trees in the Fair 
Green are all great feeding grounds and nesting sites for insects, mammals and birds. We noted swift boxes on the 
Heritage Centre building and read about your ‘swift project’.  Have you had success with these? The Ecotrail on the 
Peninsula sounds like an interesting project. Is there a time frame for this? The Reenagross Woodland Park with its 
3km of walking trails looks very interesting – we didn’t have time to visit so thank you for the virtual tour.  Are there 
bats roosting in the abandoned shed? We suggest that you organise biodiversity and wildflower walks in this area 
as it has so much to offer and we have no doubt these would be well attended. Maybe something for Heritage 
Week?  The sign drawn by Laura Haynes at Cromwells bridge is quite beautiful – a little graffiti on it but it is still 
completely legible.  The photo of the bluebells and wild garlic at Our Lady’s Well is quite beautiful.  When we visited 
all were gone – we’ll have to come in the spring.

We love the support that community groups and volunteers give when a County Wide Clean Up takes place and this 
year you also had support of ‘new faces’. Did any join the committee following this introduction to your work?  When 
does the Adopt a Mile campaign take place? We like seeing people take ownership of an area but this needs to be 
ongoing and not just for one day.  The town was virtually litter free when we visited so the hard work of KTT and the 
CE workers in addition to KCC workers is successful. The bring bank areas were neat and the bins were clean and 
presentable.  They had been recently emptied and were ready for the next batch of glass and cans. Their location is 
ideal as they are on view and so shouldn’t give a problem with people leaving cartons and bags. Unfortunately, 
some weed growth was noted along paths, at the base of walls, along roads etc. The removal of weeds should be 
undertaken by the litter pick-up teams.  Ask them to bring a hoe or wire brush and to remove weed growth in 
addition to picking up litter.  We noted ivy growing on some stone walls etc which should be removed. While ivy is a 
wonderful habitat for insect life it should be removed from natural stone wall, bridges, etc as the roots cause 
damage to these structures.  Natural stone constructions are in themselves great habitats for insect life and also 
very beautiful in the streetscape.   We note that ivy is being allowed to grow on the Creamery wall which is ideal as 
this wall is plastered and so the ivy roots cannot penetrate between the blockwork. The absence of overhead street 
wires was noticeable and advantageous to the aesthetics of the town.   Don’t overdo signage as remember signage 
is clutter and detracts for the streetscape and the natural beauty of an area. Signs (no littering, clean-up after your 
dog etc.) can be painted on the ground and are equally successful.

The workshops on Climate Action delivered by Transition Kerry and which KTT co-ordinated looked interesting. We 
note (from the photo) that there were approximately 10 participants. You were assisted by the students when you 
planted the hazel trees in the school grounds.  We recommend that you look in every now and again and make sure 
suckers are removed and ties loosen as necessary.  We love the idea of the seed and plant swap – this is the best 
way to expand one’s garden.  We note that you plan to organise this monthly to coincide with the regular market.  It 
is excellent that secondary schools are now involved in growing plants etc. Many of these students will have 
participated in the Green Flag programme in Primary school and this now is being advanced in their Secondary 
school education.  It is wonderful that individuals and organisations are growing organic vegetables either for their 
own use or to supply other businesses.  You are one of the few communities we have visited who have a number of 
drinking water taps available for the public – well done. Years ago pumps were available in every town and village 
and now it is rare to come across a town with a number of drinking water locations such as yours.  You have four 
ESB electric charge points – three located in the grounds of hotels and the other in a filling station.  Arrange to have 
some located in the town itself – at Fair Green, and in the carparks.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



Withing the town residential streets are a mix of single and two storey properties and many had been recently 
painted adding atmospheres to the streetscape. Some had details e.g dripstones, picked out in contrasting colour 
which added to the architectural merit of the buildings.  Many had window boxes or hanging baskets which were full 
of colourful pollinator friendly flowers and trailing plants. There are quite a number of beautiful single bay dormer 
‘estate’ houses with decorative fretwork to the timbers of the dormer.  Some had small flat iron gates set in stone 
walls.  Generally, these are beautifully maintained and we commend the owners for taking care of these historic 
properties. There are small enclaves of houses which add to the residential value of our town – Ard Mullen, 
Glencarney Drive, Sunnyhill Grove, Ceann Mara Court,  Cill Muire etc. In addition, there are also a number of 
holiday home complexes – Gortnamullen Holiday Homes, Kenmar Bay Holiday Homes, etc.  Most of the estates are 
located within walking distance of the town and have a footpath connection.  Some individual residents have made 
great efforts in their pollinator friendly planting and generally the areas with communal planting beds were well kept 
and had a great mix of flowers, grasses, rocks and shrubs. We noted trees with suckers in a few estates and others 
need to have the ties adjusted or removed.  We recommend that you liaise with the residents’ associations and 
advise them of this work – perhaps lead them if necessary.  We are delighted to read you are considering having a 
Best Garden and Best Estates competition. A little competition is good and individuals and associations enjoy the 
challenge.  Dereliction is a problem for most communities and you are making efforts to address this.

The entrances to Kenmare were welcoming with grass margins neatly cut, hedgerows cut back and street /road 
signs clean and legible to provide a safe journey for the motorists. We love the entrance from the south which brings 
us across the historic double span reinforced concrete road bridge – an iconic structure associated with Kenmare.  
Kerry County Council has been busy with the installation of new footpaths, some road improvements, and upgrading 
steps at Reenagross Park. Generally, road surfaces were good but road markings are quite worn.  This is 
understandable as the town is located on the busy N71 which is used by all traffic to and from West Cork. Disabled 
parking bays were noted but these too are quite worn and need to be repainted. Dipped pavements with rumble 
strips have been installed at various locations around the town which is excellent and we assume this will be 
continued.  We spotted only two bicycle racks as we walked around the town but we have no doubt there must be 
more? The work to the War of Independence monument was a worthwhile project.  Sculptures, monuments, murals 
etc must be maintained (or removed).  We loved the back lane links around the town which are well used by the 
residents to access the main streets.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit Kenmare and meander around your street and lanes. We were delighted that you made 
reference to the Sustainable Development Goals in the various categories in your application.  Thank you for 
entering the SuperValu TidyTowns 2022 competition.


