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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your application form which included a 
map and photos. We also received your Glenbeigh Tidy Towns 2019-2021 Plan – this should be updated as we are 
now 2022. We have no doubt that many of the activities will have been completed, many more will still be relevant 
and you probably have thought about new actions/projects to be undertaken. Arrange for one person on the 
committee to take ownership of updating the Actions/Projects and submit the new plan (2023 – 2028) next year. It’s 
wonderful to be able to visit the communities this year and see the results of the hard-working volunteers.  Your 
committee (Glenbeigh Community Council) consists of 12 and you have an additional 40 who volunteer when a 
project needs extra hands. You list state and semi-state organisations in addition to business and community 
groups who support you. We see that social media in addition to traditional communication methods is used – this 
will ensure that you are getting your information to the whole community, young and old. We note that one 
committee member is a schools' liaison officer. You have participated in the Tidy Towns competition for 28 years 
and see that the appearance of the village has improved in addition to promoting ‘community co-operation in our 
area as everyone works together’. In revising the Action Plan, please add dates and partners as without this 
information it is just a list. Unfortunately, you didn’t tell us if the projects are New or Maintained. We ask this to help 
the judges see the work being undertaken, so next year in the form please state N1, N2, N3 etc or M1, M2, M3 etc 
and put the corresponding references onto the map. This is to aid your adjudicator to have a more rewarding visit to 
your community so PLEASE correct this next year. Needless to say, seminars or site visits won’t be included on the 
map …. but then they never were. And lastly, please put Future Projects in your plan and not in the Application 
Form.
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The streetscape on the entrances to Glenbeigh consists of single and two storey houses set in their own gardens 
while in the village centre we find terraced businesses and houses set side by side making it a very vibrant centre 
village.  We admired the beautiful four-arch bridge over the Behy River, Glenbeigh Towers (castle), the CofI church, 
and the RC St. James’s church with the stunning, Earley Studios, stained glass windows. While we loved the 
drawing of the map of Glenbeigh on the Tourist Information board we question the orientation.  We, who read maps 
regularly, took a while to get our bearings so we have no doubt that others are very confused. Normally North is 
facing up! The rebuilt Rossbeigh tower reminds us of the nautical importance of Castlemaine Harbour.  You also 
celebrate your association with horses and we read the beautiful discrete information board.  Don’t add any more 
signs to this area – signage is clutter. The writing on the Pride of Place monument was blocked by the planting.  The 
new recycled plastic seats along the strand are very successful and the small memorial remembrances are suitable.
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signs to this area – signage is clutter. The writing on the Pride of Place monument was blocked by the planting.  The 
new recycled plastic seats along the strand are very successful and the small memorial remembrances are suitable.

While you have no ‘public park’ green space, you have a great wooded area to the west of Glenbeigh which is 
wonderful. We walked along part of it both on the Rossbeigh Road and on the Curra Road – very pleasant. You 
have used old railway sleepers to great effect in your landscaping projects reminding us of your connection to the 
iconic railway line that ran from Farranfore to Valentia Harbour from 1885 to 1960. Some of the trees planted inside 
the stone wall along the entrance road have died and while we note you have already replaced some you will have 
to revisit and replace some more.  The planting beds were very pleasant and we admired your planting regime of 
carefully selecting plants of one variety in areas where planting was limited.  We particularly admired the stone-built 
planting beds – beautifully executed.  We recommend that the gravel around the plants in the planting beds is 
removed and that you use bark mulch instead.  Bark mulch reduces the need for watering, protects the bare soil, 
creates new soil over time and creates a habitat for many important creatures. There are planters along the street 
which are unnecessary and don’t add any value.  Carefully select where these are placed for maximum impact. 
One, along with a parked red van, blocked the pavement on the day we visited.

You have the adjoining forests, mature trees along entrance roads, hedgerows, stone walls, individual pollinator 
friendly gardens, the rivers, lakes and the sea – all around you are habitats for nature. The entrance to the Kerry 
Way looked inviting but as we were ‘working’ we resisted the temptation to follow the route through nature and up 
through the mountains.  We read that you have been involved in an overall community centered project of planting 
pollinator-friendly plants and improving the seating/ picnic areas near the entrance to Rossbeigh beach - excellent.  
Curraheen National School are now concentrating on their Green Schools flag on biodiversity and we wish them 
success in this project. Glenbeigh National School have also obtained four Green Flags under this programme and 
we congratulate them on the success of their Heritage in Schools project based on the history of the local railway 
and the biodiversity of the parish. Are you involved in the nature walks undertaken by the local school children? 
Have you thought about organising nature walks and asking an expert to lead one? These have become very 
popular and are very successful if they are well organised.  Maybe something for Heritage Week next year? The 
insect and wildflower garden beside the church was admired with its simple information boards.

Like many communities in Kerry, you took part in the Kerry Clean-Up Week in April and also the Spring Clean-Up – 
we commend the community on this as it focuses the attention of a community on the need to be vigilant on litter, 
fly-tipping and weed growth.  You also have the beach as part of your area, and we appreciate that here you also 
must contend with debris washed in by the sea.  Your Clean Coast group scan the beach area on a regular basis 
during the summer and remove all beach litter washed in by the tides.  When we visited the centre of the village was 
virtually litter and weed free. Please commend your committee and volunteers.  The bring banks, with the floral 
planters to make the area more attractive, were neat and the bins were clean and presentable.  They had been 
recently emptied and were ready for the next batch of glass, cans and clothes. Their location is ideal as they are on 
view and so shouldn’t give a problem with people leaving cartons and bags. Be careful not to allow planting to 
obscure signage – particularly directional signage which is vital for the motorist. The graveyard was visited and we 
noted the tarmacadam paths making access easier.  If you can borrow a few goats, they are wonderful at keeping a 
graveyard weed free as they eat everything, including briars, while not damaging the gravestones.  Goats are 
recommended for all graveyard of historical importance….. Needless to say, they must be tethered.

We see that you are involved in Foodshare Kerry posting dates and times on your website.  The fairy houses made 
between 2016 and 2020 were repainted with paint which was donated by the villagers. We admired the shell chimes 
which were made by holiday makers in the area and given to you for the fairy trail. You upcycle whenever you can, 
which we admire, as this will reduce the usage of items and also the waste associated with a throw-away society.  
You mention water butts – how many in the community have these installed?  While we noted the vegetable 
patches in the schools’ gardens, we didn’t see a Community Garden anywhere. Have you plans to operate one? 
The battery-operated water system was noted. There are other simple initiatives that you could undertake. For 
example, you could make your own compost for use in your landscaping schemes as this avoids all of the 
associated packaging and other waste that comes with shop bought fertilisers. Growing your own pollinator-friendly 
plants, harvesting your own seeds or sourcing donations of plants from keen local gardeners is also recommended 
as this also avoids the waste associated with shop bought varieties. While you have reduced the spraying of weeds 
using glyphosate weed products and ‘do a lot more hoeing to maintain the weeds’, we would prefer if you eliminated 
all glyphosate weed products and instead used organic weed control in addition to manually removing the weeds.  
More ideas for actions under this category can be found in the tidy towns handbook which is available online.

Single and two storey houses set in landscaped gardens greet us as we enter Glenbeigh.  These were well 
maintained with gardens of colourful floral displays, shrubs and some had specimen trees, which have additional 
beauty to the property. In the village many of the terraced houses had been freshly painted and had either window 
boxes or baskets with great varieties of pollinator friendly planting.  We visited a few estates – St. Michael’s 
Crescent, Seaview, Clearwater and Riverview Cottages. All very pleasant with communal spaces well maintained. It 
is obvious to the visitor that the community are proud of where they live and support your efforts in the competition 
by taking care of their individual estates and open spaces.  We also commend the caravan park owners/managers 
as these too were very presentable.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



is obvious to the visitor that the community are proud of where they live and support your efforts in the competition 
by taking care of their individual estates and open spaces.  We also commend the caravan park owners/managers 
as these too were very presentable.

We entered from the east and were met by neatly trimmed hedgerows and well-cut grass margins giving us 
notification that we were entering a village or town. We admired the stone-built bridge and row of hydrangeas on the 
sweep of the entrance road. The Incherea Riverbank walk is very pleasant and the work undertaken there is a great 
success.  We love that the ‘Adopt a Road’ is successful for you with all areas of your village now on board.  
Residents are taking responsibility for their own areas and ‘regularly come together to collect any litter, remove 
weeds and communicate any planting requirements or ideas they may have to us that can be undertaken as part of 
our tidy towns work’. This assistance is vital for any voluntary group and truthfully it is noticeable in all of the areas 
we visited. When is it planned to extend the wide footpath which is along the road near the beach?  It will be 
wonderful when a footpath exists to allow pedestrians safely access the beach from the village.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was our first visit to your village in quite a while, and we wish to compliment you for the care and attention you 
give to your local community.  Keep up the good work and we hope that this report provides some guidance for your 
programme next year. Your analysis of your work and relating it to the SDGs was excellent. 
Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.


