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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your completed application form which 
included a map. We are very happy that that we are able to visit the communities this year and see the results of the 
hard-working volunteers. Your committee consists of seven and you have three additional members of the 
community who volunteer when work needs extra hands.  You list the business and community groups who support 
you, but don’t forget to contact the Local Authority who will also give you help and advice – area engineer, 
conservation officer, heritage officer and environmental officer.  This is your eleventh year in the competition and it 
has brought a responsibility on each member of the community to take care of their property for the benefit of all.
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The village is located with great views across the Kerry countryside. The streetscape was very presentable and 
many of the village properties had been recently painted. You are a small rural village with a mix of vernacular 
single and two-storey buildings and these with the undulating topography, gives your village its character.  You have 
a great new building almost completed – the sports centre. Landscaping will be important around this building due to 
the difference in levels.  The mural near the church is quite beautiful – trim back the shrubs which are partially 
obscuring it and the sign.  We were delighted to see that the name C. Lyons and the shop fascia had been retained 
when the building was converted to a residence. It is important to retain these as they are part of our social history.  
We note that you have some empty buildings/dereliction and we commend you on the presentation of some of 
these.  Hopefully, in time, some of these will be reused as their location in the heart of the village is ideal. The wall 
with the photos and quotation was noted, commemorating those loved by the parish.  Some of the village buildings 
had window boxes with an array of pollinator friendly flowers which added an extra beauty to the streetscape.
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You are maintaining the 200 beech hedging which you previously planted at the entrance to the village – if some of 
these fail, we suggest that you plant hawthorn so that there is a mix in the hedgerow. We noted the row of trees 
planted along the grass margin near the 60km sign. Some had suckers growing which need to be trimmed using a 
sharp knife or secateurs. We admired the raised planting beds with the array of colourful pollinator friendly flowers at 
the entrance to the GAA carpark.  We suggest that you also plant some trailing plants including ivy and one or two 
tall flowers or grasses which would make these more imposing. There are two evergreen shrubs in plastic pots 
beside a seat in the church grounds – put these into the ground beside the other evergreen shrubs. We admired the 
new village name sign – very legible from a distance. We recommend that permanent stone surround planting beds 
be built around all of these signs and a mix of flowers and shrubs of varying heights be planted taking care not to 
obscure the village name.  We loved the floral display at the graveyard – put please remove the signs form the gate 
as it detracts from it. We visited Tobar Mhuire which is very beautiful, although the white walls could be refreshed 
and it would be even better.
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new village name sign – very legible from a distance. We recommend that permanent stone surround planting beds 
be built around all of these signs and a mix of flowers and shrubs of varying heights be planted taking care not to 
obscure the village name.  We loved the floral display at the graveyard – put please remove the signs form the gate 
as it detracts from it. We visited Tobar Mhuire which is very beautiful, although the white walls could be refreshed 
and it would be even better.

Your village is located in rural Ireland and is surrounded by fields, stone walls, hedge rows and trees so there is a 
rich natural area surrounding your community. It is important to promote an awareness of its many qualities and to 
map these environments/habitats.  Appreciating your local wildlife is vital in order to progress under this category.  Is 
there anyone locally who can organise a nature and biodiversity walk? Make contact with Kerry Co Co heritage and 
environmental officers and ask for advice in undertaking activities/projects in this category.  Maybe have a 
Biodiversity study undertaken? You also have the river near you so this habitat too could be included.  You have 
planted trees in recent years on the outskirts of the village but we recommend that you also plant some along the 
Main Street.  The main structural elements in the landscape and one of the main structural elements in a 
streetscape, are trees.  Trees are known to have a positive impact on mental health and wellbeing.  By planting and 
caring for trees, you help reduce pollution, improve your surroundings, improve the appearance of your community 
and increase the value of your property.  In addition, they provide shade for humans, food for insects and food 
roosting sites and nesting sites for birds.  The lavender bed at Watsons had its share of bees buzzing around on the 
day we visited.  Another suggestion is to give people a list of flowers/ shrubs/trees which attract the pollinators.

Like many communities around Kerry, you too took part in the County Clean up from 2nd – 9th of April. We 
commend communities who take part in this, as it is an excellent way to get the whole community to work together 
for the good of each other and we always encourage participation in these annual national or county events.  It 
reinforces the need to be vigilant on litter, fly-tipping and weed growth.  The village was practically litter free when 
we visited but weed growth was noticed along boundary walls, edges of footpaths and road edges.  Ask your litter 
pick up team to bring a hoe or wire brush and to also remove weed growth. The clothes recycling bin in the church 
carpark needs to be removed. It is used to dump rubbish at present as the front section has been removed.

Communities struggle with this category but truthfully it is just about being aware of how we use the resources of the 
planet so that we cut down on our waste.  You have solar powered lights installed in the graveyard … we looked but 
we didn’t spot them.  Solar powered lights are a great idea and more and more people see their benefit. You 
mention a community garden on your map …. we looked but didn’t see one. Community gardens are a wonderful 
idea and have become very a popular project in communities. Besides being a great way to grow vegetables, share 
cuttings etc. it is also a great social gathering venue. We noted the sensory garden in the school grounds – we see 
that it is a work in progress.  We recommend that the stone be removed from the bed and bark mulch be used 
instead. Mulching reduces the need for watering, protects the bare soil, creates new soil over time and creates a 
habitat for many important creatures.

Individual houses withing the village and those on approach roads were generally well presented and we commend 
the many home owners and occupiers who clearly take pride in their property and keep their front facades, road 
frontage, gardens and boundary walls neat and tidy. Many of the village houses had window boxes which added 
colour to the streetscape. The grass on the small green area of Cois Ard estate was neatly trimmed. We suggest at 
some stage planting a few more trees in this communal space.  The ivy on the boundary wall entrance to An Tobar 
is excellent – they probably need a little training so that they join up.  Houses in the estates were also well 
presented and flowers/shrubs were in abundance.  Don’t forget to encourage the residents to grow pollinator friendly 
flowers from now on.  Have a look at the website http://www.biodiversityireland.
ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Gardens_actions-to-help-pollinators-July-2016.pdf for ideas for the garden.

The new signs Fáilte go Dubháth on the entrance roads to the village are very pleasant.  Road surfaces on either 
side of the village are good with clear road marking and good signage.  We noted the extent of the footpaths along 
the roads out of the village which will encourage walkers.  We are always in favour of footpaths which will ensure 
safe walking routes along the side roads around villages.  Road surfaces in the village were, generally, good.  Road 
markings are a little worn and should be repainted.  We suggest a pedestrian crossing be installed at the school to 
provide a safe crossing for parents and children.  Footpaths in time will have dipped edges at junctions to 
accommodate wheelchairs, buggies and children cycling.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We enjoyed visiting your village and seeing the work undertaken. 
Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.




