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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your application form, map, photos, plan 
and additional emails and newsletter. It’s wonderful to be able to visit the communities this year and see the results 
of the hard-working volunteers.  Your committee of five has an additional ten who assist when the area needs to be 
tidied or a job needs to be done.  You also have the help of one CE worker.  It would be good to increase the 
number of volunteers and while we know this is your wish too, we encourage you to approach the new residents 
who are often happy to join a community group such as Tidy Towns. 
Next year we request that you insert the photos and maps into the relevant categories in the Tidy Towns Application 
Form as the adjudicators don’t have the time to open and close individual files and attachments when they are on 
site in your community.  We also advise that your Five-Year Plan is quite weak and needs considerable work done 
so that it is more meaningful – please amend for next year and add partners and list topics/activities/projects under 
each of the categories in Tidy Towns Application Form.  While numbers were in your form there were no numbers 
on the map so we had to decipher your application and haphazardly and luckily found most of the projects.  Please 
number (or colour code) all your projects and include New (N1, N2, N3 etc…) and Maintained (M1, M2, M3 etc…) in 
your form and on your map.  And finally, unfortunately, adjudicators do not have time to read through various emails 
and new letters from third parties. Please extrapolate the salient points and add them to your application form in the 
relevant category. 
You have participated in the Tidy Towns competition for thirty years and we have no doubt that the community see 
the benefit of your hard work over the decades and appreciate all you do.  Keep up the profile of your group by 
wearing the Tidy Towns high viz vests when undertaking your work, and who knows, maybe you will attract 
volunteers in this way.
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The town is a mix of houses and businesses located side by side on your main streets and these with the 
semi-circular ring road and harbour area give Dingle its form and architectural character.  The town was busy when 
we visited with tourists meandering and locals going about their business. The area around the harbour is being 
renovated at present and we admired what has been done to date.  In particular we loved the way the seating has 
been recessed into the wall/planter divide.  The playground access over the little bridge was very busy – a great 
location for a public facility. The cover seating /picnic booths are excellent and on the day we visited, these and 
almost every bench we saw were being used.  We noted a few flat iron gates – some in need of painting. The 
Writers Wall was noted – a simple idea but good to celebrate local authors and poets.  We felt there was a distinct 
lack of street names. Was it not for Google we wouldn’t have been able to name very many for this report.
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Writers Wall was noted – a simple idea but good to celebrate local authors and poets.  We felt there was a distinct 
lack of street names. Was it not for Google we wouldn’t have been able to name very many for this report.

The planting beds on the approach roads are extremely pleasant and well maintained. We loved the variety of 
plants and flowers which added interest to the beds.  The new planting along the harbour area was admired. The 
tree lined footpath separating the cars from the pedestrians is excellent.  We felt that Dingle lacks trees along the 
streets and there are many areas where they could be planted for the benefit of the streetscape e.g. inside the wall 
at the toilet area at the junction of R559 and Strand Street to name just one area.   Trees are an important part of 
the landscape and also the streetscape. It’s best to plant all of one species as this gives extra drama! Have a walk 
around and see other areas where trees could benefit the streetscape. There were white and also green planters 
located beside raised planting beds (tourist office area) which were totally unnecessary. In addition, they blocked 
our view of the beautiful stone wall.  Move these to areas where you cannot install a planting bed and add some 
trailing plants to the raised planting bed to eliminate the need for the additional freestanding planters.

Trees, hedgerows, stone walls, the river and the sea – you have a great many habitats all around you. We visited 
the park associated with the Presentation Convent where we encountered a variety of natural habitats. The 
wildflowers here had butterflies and bees visiting and we sat for a while to enjoy it all. We then entered the prayer 
garden with the variety of fruit trees and then into the maze and then beyond into the silver birch woodland.  We 
noted the letter from An Díseart about this garden. Have you undertaken any study of any other area in Dingle to 
find out about flora and fauna? You need to study what you have so that you will know what you need to do in order 
to retain it. Get advice and undertake a study which you could perhaps undertake with the local schools.  We noted 
that you have added 30 new bird boxes – let us know if/when you have success with these.

We assume, as with other villages and towns, that you took part in the Kerry Clean-Up in April this year? We 
encourage groups to take part in nationwide Clean-Up events as it focuses the mind of the general public of the high 
amount of litter/fly tipping/ dumping that occurs nationally. While we know the town is busy when we visit 
(summertime) we noted a number of litter bins which were full.  It is good to see that they are being used but 
perhaps there is a shortage of bins on the streets and particularly around the harbour where many tourists gather.  
Ask KCC to provide some big belly bins which will help address this matter and to put the smaller bins in areas less 
visited. There are a lot of signs by community groups and businesses which detract from the town as they make it 
look very cluttered and untidy. This needs to be resolved. We recommend that you request that the area engineer 
installs 2.4m x 2.4m Community Notice Boards, painted black, on the main entrance roads to the town.  All 
community posters are restricted to these boards and then all ‘illegal’ posters which are attached to posts, fences 
etc around the town are removed as soon as they are noticed.  The businesses are supposed to have planning 
permission for signs so this is something to raise with the planning enforcement section of KCC.  The bring banks 
were neat and tidy but the area around them had considerable amount of litter and also weed growth ….. 
cobblelock.  Clean the various plaques etc which exist around the tourist office area. We noted the small graveyard 
in the Presentation Convent – we hope this is being maintained by someone?  Weeds are being to encroach on the 
walls and inside the graveyard itself.

This is a category where many communities struggle but truthfully it is just about being aware of how we use the 
resources of the planet so that we cut down on our waste.  This category is about tackling the growing waste 
mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land use, and the use of dwindling resources. Educating 
both young and old in Sustainability – doing more with less is crucial so that we advance our knowledge in how we 
use the resources of the planet in order to cut down on our waste.  Tidy towns committees are encouraged to try 
and prevent the generation of waste when carrying out their day-to-day activities. It is recommended that you get 
the basics right and focus on simple but effective measures. For example, you could make your own compost for 
use in your landscaping schemes as this avoids all of the associated packaging and other waste that comes with 
shop bought fertilisers. Growing your own pollinator friendly plants, harvesting your own seeds or sourcing 
donations of plants from keen local gardeners is recommended as this also avoids the waste associated with shop 
bought varieties. We note that you use water from the Mall River to water plants in dry periods. We assume that you 
have been advised that this is acceptable by the Inland Fisheries? If you haven’t received written permission to do 
so we recommend that you cease this activity. Consider harvesting rainwater instead in order to avoid using treated 
water when maintaining your planters. This is a simple process which involves placing a water butt on a downpipe to 
capture rainwater. Using waste or surplus products (like timber) to make planters are other items like bird boxes and 
seating benches is also encouraged. Avoiding chemically based pesticides in favour of weeding by hand or naturally 
based alternatives should also be considered. Undertaking all of these actions will enable you to avoid generating 
waste in the first place and allow you to lead by example in your community.  It’s only correct that most of your 
restaurants offer children’s portions …. now we just need them to offer half portion sizes for those adults with small 
appetites!

You have a great many residential streets in Dingle and many of the houses had been freshly painted and were very 
beautiful. There is a great variety of colours, pastel and bold, which add to the beauty of the streets and we can see 
that home owners are proud of their properties with some adding window boxes or hanging basket to enhance the 
beauty. Barr na Coille, like many of the estates, has beautiful dry stone walls and we admired the sweep of the road 
as it descended giving access to the various houses.  The communal green spaces were well maintained – the 
trees need to have suckers removed and also to have the stays checked. Ard na Mara was also visited and here too 
beautiful stone walls with well landscaped communal open space greeted us.  The older built Ashmount Terrace 
was very neatly maintained with neat hedgerows to the road and gardens behind. The single and two storey houses 
in The Grove were also well presented and some had specimen trees which enhanced their gardens.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



that home owners are proud of their properties with some adding window boxes or hanging basket to enhance the 
beauty. Barr na Coille, like many of the estates, has beautiful dry stone walls and we admired the sweep of the road 
as it descended giving access to the various houses.  The communal green spaces were well maintained – the 
trees need to have suckers removed and also to have the stays checked. Ard na Mara was also visited and here too 
beautiful stone walls with well landscaped communal open space greeted us.  The older built Ashmount Terrace 
was very neatly maintained with neat hedgerows to the road and gardens behind. The single and two storey houses 
in The Grove were also well presented and some had specimen trees which enhanced their gardens.

The main entrance to Dingle – the N86 – arrives at a well maintained roundabout where the motorists choose to 
enter the town or select the ring road around it. The roundabout has a beautiful tall carved stone surrounded by 
colourful flowers and plants of varying heights. We loved the seat with the couple sitting having a chat.  We liked the 
yellow and black kerbs around the town showing the motorist the extent of the roadway and felt that there are other 
locations where the yellow and black kerb painting could add to the safety of the pedestrians – this is something you 
should examine.  New concrete footpaths had been provided in a number of locations which we admired and we 
loved that the areas around the trees were left uncovered.  We noted some cobblelock paving – also new. Other 
local authorities are removing cobblelock as maintenance is an issue – weed growth is a major problem with 
cobblelock and to keep cobblelock weed free takes an unprecedented amount of someone’s time. Hopefully KCC 
will provide concrete footpaths everywhere in the future.  We noted that the roads have been narrowed and the 
footpath widths increased and we commend the engineers on this as we need footfall in our towns to keep them 
alive.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was a return visit to your town, but it’s been a few years since we were last here as tourists enjoying all you 
have to offer. Keep up the good work and we hope that this report provides some guidance for your programme 
next year.  We suggest you consult the Tidy Towns Handbook (online) for project ideas to consider under the 
various criteria.

We visited the local Supervalu and noticed their large TidyTowns notice board but there was no notice from your 
group about your activities, litter pick-up days, inviting people to meet you etc etc etc. Use this board to publicise 
your activities and maybe you will encourage others to join you. 

Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.


