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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your application form with maps, and 
also photos and a basic 5 year plan.  Next year please insert the photos into the relevant categories rather than 
including them as a separate document to make the visit more rewarding for the adjudicator as we don’t have time 
to open and close documents while we visit.  We also recommend that you update the 5 year plan and include 
partners who will assist/advise on the projects. It’s wonderful to be able to visit the communities this year and see 
the results of the hard-working volunteers.  Your committee of seven has an additional twenty who assist in litter 
pick-up and when a job needs to be done. You list the state and semi-state organisations in addition to business, 
community groups and individuals who support you. We are delighted to see that you have a dedicated email 
address and we had a look at the Facebook page and the impressive Comharchumann Forbartha website.  Well 
done on the sale of the calendar which raised funds for your committee. This is your sixth year to enter the 
competition and we are delighted to read that it has ‘led to increased community participation and awareness in the 
area regarding the benefits of having a clean and tidy environment’.
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The village boasts single and two storey residences and business sitting side by side along the main street while in 
the surrounding area there are some farm houses, with yards and outbuildings, and these with the RC church of St. 
Brendan (Séipeal Bhréanainn), and the double arched stone bridge give Cloghane Brandon its architectural 
character.  Your new sign at Kilmore Cross is impressive, don’t let the plants grow tall and so obscure the sign. We 
admired the great work undertaken by KCC at Boherbee Bridge.  The stone work is well executed and we like the 
buffer strip of concrete along the base to help protect it from further damage. We didn’t examine it in detail but we 
hope that lime mortar was used? Like many rural village and towns in Ireland you have dereliction which detracts 
from the streetscape and we see that you are trying to resolve this problem. We commend you on the work you 
have done with some of the derelict /unoccupied buildings.  Some of these are fine stone-built properties with good 
roofs and hopefully they will become family homes again soon. Please commend the business in the village for their 
beautiful brightly coloured buildings – a joy to arrive and see these.  We noted the commemoration plaque for the 
aircraft victims. The newly painted (and plastered) church wall looked good.
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There are no parks in the village but you have made great use of your green spaces and we loved Callaghan’s 
Garden with the three benches located overlooking the estuary.  The roadside wall with the new gate makes it a 
very pleasant location for the community to meet.  The various planting beds were full of bees and butterflies visiting 
your pollinator friendly planting – at the entrance on the R550, and in Callaghan’s Garden. We noted flower planters 
in various places but we suggest that you examine your approach to planting, and rather than have planters dotted 
around the village, we recommend that you construct one or two planting beds in strategic locations which will give 
maximum impact and concentrate your efforts of these. Planters hanging on timber fences are really a last resort to 
introduce colour into the streetscape.  We see that you took part in No Mow May – good.  We look forward to seeing 
the spring flower photos in next year’s application – don’t forget to insert them into this category.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:
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Ref:
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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30

14

55

26

29
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TOTAL MARK 550 265

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

01/07/2022

 



There are no parks in the village but you have made great use of your green spaces and we loved Callaghan’s 
Garden with the three benches located overlooking the estuary.  The roadside wall with the new gate makes it a 
very pleasant location for the community to meet.  The various planting beds were full of bees and butterflies visiting 
your pollinator friendly planting – at the entrance on the R550, and in Callaghan’s Garden. We noted flower planters 
in various places but we suggest that you examine your approach to planting, and rather than have planters dotted 
around the village, we recommend that you construct one or two planting beds in strategic locations which will give 
maximum impact and concentrate your efforts of these. Planters hanging on timber fences are really a last resort to 
introduce colour into the streetscape.  We see that you took part in No Mow May – good.  We look forward to seeing 
the spring flower photos in next year’s application – don’t forget to insert them into this category.

You have habitats for nature all around you – tall trees, fields, hedgerows, the river and the wonderful wide estuary 
which opens up as we pass over the bridge of the river flowing from Mount Brandon.  Here we spotted a variety of 
sea birds. We read that you have heard the corncrake and that you are now taking part in the NPWS corncrake 
census.  You have also spotted Eurasian curlews and ringed plovers. The aim of this category is to encourage 
people to recognise, engage and celebrate the biodiversity and richness of the wildlife habitats in their surroundings.  
Have you undertaken any study on the biodiversity, the flora and fauna of your area? To promote biodiversity, we 
need to manage habitats in such a way that we provide food and shelter for our fauna and a place to grow and 
thrive for our flora. A study of your area needs to be undertaken and we suggest this should be done under the 
guidance of the KCC environmental /heritage officer and perhaps in conjunction with the local school children. We 
loved the display of wildflowers at the stone cottage beside the thatched house.

Like many large and small communities in Kerry, you took part in the Kerry Clean-Up Week in April and also the 
Spring Clean-Up – we commend the community on this as it focuses the attention on the need to be vigilant on litter, 
fly-tipping and weed growth.  When we visited the village was virtually litter free and equally weed free.  Please 
commend the litter pick up and weed removal team for their great job and it was a pleasure to visit and feel that the 
village is loved.  The school children are also involved and we compliment the teachers for encouraging this social 
responsibility in the children.  We were disappointed to read that you had collected 20 bags of litter but being a 
seaside community, we can understand that seaborne jetsam is beyond the control of the community.  We 
commend you on the removal of ivy from stone walls etc. While ivy is wonderful for insect life and is 
acceptable/good on rendered (plastered) walls it is not acceptable on stone structures as the roots penetrate 
between the joints in the stones, making the walls unstable and leading to their collapse. Natural stone 
constructions are in themselves great habitats for insect life and also very beautiful in the streetscape.

This is a category where many communities struggle but truthfully it is just about being aware of how we use the 
resources of the planet so that we cut down on our waste. This category is about tackling the growing waste 
mountain that is creating problems of pollution, unwanted land use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global 
and a local problem. To save the Earth we need to move quickly to a zero-waste society. Educating both young and 
old in Sustainability – doing more with less is crucial so that we advance our knowledge of how we use the 
resources of the planet. We were delighted to see that bark mulch had been used in the planting bed at the new 
sign – we regularly see stones! Mulch reduces the need for watering, protects the bare soil, creates new soil over 
time and creates a habitat for many important creatures, so it’s a perfect ground cover in planting beds.  We were 
delighted to read that the pupils of Cloghane National School created a vegetable garden. The Christmas trees 
cones made from the wheels of donkey carts looked good – we assume they have been stored and will make an 
appearance again next Christmas. Congratulations to Cloghane National School on their achievement of their 4th 
Green Flag.

The houses on the approach roads are a mix of bungalows and farmhouses with yards and outbuildings.  All were 
well maintained and those with gardens had trees, shrubs and colourful floral displays with great varieties of 
pollinator friendly. The village itself has single and two storey houses and these too were well maintained.  Many 
had been freshly painted and some had window boxes or hanging baskets with great displays of flowers which were 
buzzing with insects on the day we visited. We can observe that people have a pride in the area and in their own 
individual properties. Don’t forget to encourage the residents to grow pollinator friendly flowers.  Have a look at the 
website http://www.biodiversityireland.
ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Gardens_actions-to-help-pollinators-July-2016.pdf for ideas for the garden.

The hedgerows on all of the approach roads were neatly trimmed and had been cut back to give good visibility.  We 
noted the grass area around the flower bed on the R550 junction was also cut so that the motorists were alerted to 
the fact that they would soon be approaching a village or town. We recommend that a narrow strip along this margin 
is also cut right into the village.  The large stone was awaiting its carving – something for next year’s adjudicators.  
The stone planter at the bend across from the seating area overlooking the estuary has part of it covered by 
paviours … why is this? You have some repaired footpaths and we were happy to notice that rumble strips have 
been introduced to assist the visually impaired. The road had been recently tarred and water channels inserted 
along the edges. Road markings will, we are sure, follow shortly.  We admired the two-arch bridge over the river and 
we are delighted to see that you do not feel the need to add floral displays as it is a beautiful structure in the 
streetscape and does not need embellishment.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



we are delighted to see that you do not feel the need to add floral displays as it is a beautiful structure in the 
streetscape and does not need embellishment.

Concluding Remarks:

We thoroughly enjoyed our visit to your area … sad to admit but it’s our first! 
In terms of your Tidy Town’s application form you will have seen that this year we requested that applicants would 
number their projects as, new projects (N), and improved or maintained projects (M) and any future projects which 
you propose would be in your 3-5 year plan.  This same numbering system to be used to indicate the locations of 
these projects on a map – N1, N2, ….M1, M2… etc.  This is to help the adjudicators to negotiate their way around 
your village and see the various projects or locations of projects.  We ask that you number the projects in this 
manner in future applications so that we can see which are new, and which are being maintained. Needless to say, 
attendance at seminars etc. would not be marked on a map …. but then they never were.  We wish to state that this 
is not a criticism of your work but to explain to you that as adjudicators we rely on a clear application form and 
accompanying map to inform us of your projects.   We would appreciate it if these points could be taken into 
consideration when preparing your 2023 application. Don’t forget to insert the photos into the relevant category as 
previously requested. 

Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.


