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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your application form which included a 
map, and your photos and 4 year Plan 2022-2026.  It’s wonderful to be able to visit the communities this year and 
see the results of the hard-working volunteers.  Your committee consists of eight and you are helped by a variety of 
volunteers who undertake various regular tasks – litter pick up, watering flowers, adopt certain areas to maintain etc.  
We were delighted to read that new residents contribute to your group in addition to those who come on holidays.  
You list the state and semi-state organisation in addition to business and community groups who support you.  You 
also include a long list of individuals.  It is wonderful that you have such support. You have a website and a 
Facebook Page and in addition you inform the community of your activities through newspaper notices, flyers etc.  
Your Needs Survey result were noted – it’s always best to consult the community and now you can add these 
Needs to your activities/projects for the next Four Year.  This is your third successive year in entering the SuperValu 
TidyTowns competition and it has provided a helpful framework and given you ideas and inspiration. In addition, 
participation provides you with a focus and deadlines. We congratulate you on your success to date on winning two 
awards – may it continue.
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You are a rural village, close to the sea, with a mix of vernacular single, two and some three-storey buildings and 
these with the topography of the village, its twisting roads and Post Office Square in the centre, gives your village its 
character.  The village is unusual, in that it is a very compact layout for a village, with streets interconnecting and 
with pedestrian walkway links. The dominate buildings in the village are the RC St. Mary’s church, the Meán Scoil 
Nua an Leith Triúigh, Castlegregory National School and the CofI St. Brendan’s Church at Killiney. We also admired 
the new street names – these will need painting on a regular basis. We loved the old galvanised station house (we 
almost missed it) and we are delighted to see that it is being retained as part of your social and industrial heritage. 
We saw the Heritage Map but it is quite limited. We encourage you to make a Heritage Trail with structures of 
interest including buildings, street furniture and archaeological sites.  Your neat, tidy streets give a very good first 
impression to the visitor.  We admired the flat iron gates- some need repainting. Like many rural towns in Ireland, 
you have dereliction which detracts from the streetscape and we see that you are trying to resolve this problem. We 
commend you on the work you have done and we encourage you to continue with your discussions with the derelict 
sites officer – 4 years is a long time not to have the issues resolved.    We like the ‘planted’ windows and doors on 
the ruinous structures ….  a clever idea with is very effective.  The freshly painted well area and school murals were 
also noted.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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TOTAL MARK 550 261

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

01/07/2022

 



also noted.

Although you have no large green communal spaces within the village you have quite a number of smaller green 
space with a variety of trees in your area.  The main structural elements in the landscape and one of the main 
structural elements in a streetscape are trees.  Trees are known to have a positive impact on mental health and 
wellbeing.  By planting and caring for trees, you help reduce pollution, improve your surroundings, improve the 
appearance of your community and increase the value of your property.  In addition, they provide shade for humans, 
food for insects and food roosting sites and nesting sites for birds. The area around the Mean Scoil has recently 
been planted with trees and in time these trees, in their central location, will be of great benefit to the village. The 
trees need attention – ties adjusted and stay poles removed. There is also the area, which on your map you call 
‘Waste Gardens’.  Is there a possibility that this could become a public park with trees, grass, paths and picnic 
benches?  Unfortunately, a bus was parked at the cottage on Forge Road so the beautiful planting bed was hidden 
and we had only a small view of your work. We suggest increasing the garden area so as to deter parking.  We 
noted that daffodils have been planted and we encourage you to engage in planting for our early pollinators who 
struggle to find food in the spring.

You have natural habitat’s all around you – tall trees, hedgerows, the sea, the dunes, Lough Gill, stone walls etc. 
The aim of this category is to encourage people to recognise, engage and celebrate the biodiversity and richness of 
the wildlife habitats in their surroundings.  To promote biodiversity, we need to manage habitats in such a way that 
we provide food and shelter for our fauna and a place to grow and thrive for our flora. You must encourage the 
provision of this in your local community. Appreciating your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under 
this category. In this regard researching and raising awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages.  
Have you undertaken any study of what’s in your area? We know about the Natterjack Toad but what else? The 
information panel on the Natterjack Toad is well positioned and the mural is very pleasant. Compliments to the 
artist.  We see you are intending to develop a Nature Park – please get professional advice on this. We read that 
the students in the Mean Scoil had an informative talk given by Forest Connections and Biodiversity Partners on the 
importance of trees, plant diversity, habitats and ecosystems.  We noted that with the help of the nature park group, 
you filled in the native hedge with hawthorn, oak, alder & willow to close any gaps and you also replaced trees that 
had failed. You mention that the dunes and the beach are part of a special area of conservation but do you know 
why? We visited Lough Gill … what a lovely amenity to have close by.

Like many communities in Kerry, you took part in the Kerry Clean-Up Week in April and also the Spring Clean-Up  – 
we commend the community on this as it focuses the attention of a community on the need to be vigilant on litter, 
fly-tipping and weed growth.  We were delighted to read that the national school was also involved as this will 
encourage the pupils to put litter in a bin. When we visited the village was fairly clean. Unfortunately weed growth 
was also noticed at kerbs, base of walls and in open gravel areas in most areas which gave an unkempt feel.  Bring 
banks attract litter from those refusing to bring home plastic bags and carboard boxes and in Castlegregory 
unfortunately you had your share.   We were delighted that TidyTowns took part in this year’s St. Patrick’s Day 
parade to raise awareness of littering and dog fouling, and you gave out little sachets of wild flower seed to children 
to grow themselves. We noticed a considerable number of tyres were dumped behind a wall (hopefully it’s a 
temporary measure) as these should be recycled. There are some redundant poles – undertake a survey of all 
poles, signs etc and have them removed as they are unsightly and cause clutter in the streetscape.  The 
advertisements for oil, plastic tanks etc on the wall beside the Information Centre are causing clutter on the 
streetscape and should be removed.  All advertisements for coffee, etc etc cause clutter along your streets and we 
question if they do in fact bring additional business.   We also noted posters for various local community events 
attached to railings, poles etc.  These are most unpleasant in the streetscape.  On one pole we counted 6 posters 
attached (we took a photo) and there were signs/posters on many others too.  We recommend that you contact the 
KCC area engineer and request the installation of a 2.4m x 2.4m Community Notice Boards board, painted black, on 
the main entrance roads to the village.  All community posters are restricted to these boards and then all ‘illegal’ 
posters which are attached to poles, posts, fences etc around the village are removed as soon as they are noticed.

This is a category where many communities struggle but truthfully it is just about being aware of how we use the 
resources of the planet so that we cut down on our waste.  It’s about tackling the growing waste mountain that is 
creating problems of pollution, unwanted land use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local 
problem. To save the Earth we need to move quickly to a zero-waste society. Educating both young and old in 
Sustainability – doing more with less is crucial so that we advance our knowledge in how we use the resources of 
the planet in order to cut down on our waste.  The decorated stones at the playground were noted.  The Christmas 
ornaments made from old pallets were admired – thank for the photos.  We have no doubt that they added great fun 
and colour to the village during the Christmas holiday time. There are many, many, more activities/projects for you 
to undertake.  Tidy towns committees are encouraged to try and prevent the generation of waste when carrying out 
their day-to-day activities. As a committee it is recommended that you get the basics right and focus on simple but 
effective measures. For example, you could make your own compost for use in your landscaping schemes as this 
avoids all of the associated packaging and other waste that comes with shop bought fertilisers. Growing your own 
pollinator friendly plants, harvesting your own seeds or sourcing donations of plants from keen local gardeners is 
recommended as this also avoids the waste associated with shop bought varieties. Consider harvesting rainwater in 
order to avoid using treated water when maintaining your planters. This is a simple process which involves placing a 
water butt on a downpipe to capture rainwater. Using waste or surplus products (like timber) to make planters are 
other items like bird boxes and seating benches is also encouraged. Avoiding chemically based pesticides in favour 
of weeding by hand or naturally based alternatives should also be considered. Undertaking all of these actions will 
enable you to avoid generating waste in the first place and allow you to lead by example in your community.  Check 
out the Tidy Towns Handbook (on line) for additional ideas.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



question if they do in fact bring additional business.   We also noted posters for various local community events 
attached to railings, poles etc.  These are most unpleasant in the streetscape.  On one pole we counted 6 posters 
attached (we took a photo) and there were signs/posters on many others too.  We recommend that you contact the 
KCC area engineer and request the installation of a 2.4m x 2.4m Community Notice Boards board, painted black, on 
the main entrance roads to the village.  All community posters are restricted to these boards and then all ‘illegal’ 
posters which are attached to poles, posts, fences etc around the village are removed as soon as they are noticed.

Many of the residences along the main streets/roads have been recently painted and were very presentable. The 
standard of presentation within the village, on the approach roads and in the residential estates we visited was 
generally very good and we applaud the many home owners and occupiers who clearly take pride in their place and 
keep their front facades, road frontage, gardens and boundary walls well-presented and neatly maintained in 
support of your work.  We admired the planting bed at the access to Geraldine Cottages with the vertical railway 
sleepers forming a boundary and giving it varying height.  Station Houses and the open space associated with these 
houses has trees which when mature will be extremely pleasant.  One is leaning badly and should be removed and 
another planted in its place.  We are delighted that more people than ever are inspired to maintain their own 
properties, and take part in No-Mow May, in addition to planting or allowing wildflowers to thrive, and also avoid 
using pesticides.

We have a choice of routes to access Castlegregory - the eastern access road or the western access road and you 
maintain the junctions of both. We admired the freshly painted grotto at the eastern junction with the colourful 
planting bed on both sides of the gate. Painting the walls of the bridge on this access road brings attention to the 
bridge as otherwise the motorists would be unaware, they were passing over a river – well done.  We noted that 
someone had crashed into the low stone bridge further along this access road – we encourage that it is repaired in 
stone and that the wing wall has black and yellow paint added as a warning.  Also remove the weed growth along 
the bridge so that it is more noticeable.  We suggest that you trim a narrow strip of grass along both sides of all 
entrance roads into the village (where possible) so that motorists are alerted to the fact that they are entering a 
village/town and so reduce speed.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We were delighted to visit your village, our first visit in quite a while, and thoroughly enjoyed our stay as we 
meandered around taking in the sights.   Please look at the Tidy Towns Handbook (online) for ideas of 
actions/projects under the various categories. You also need to refer to the Sustainable Development Goals. Tidy 
Towns in conjunction with Limerick City and County Council ran a webinar on the SDGs in 2021 and the 
presentation is worth reading as it will be helpful for your application next year. 
The link is : https://www.limerick.
ie/sites/default/files/media/documents/2021-03/sustainable-development-goals-helpful-hints.pdf
Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition and we look forward to seeing you again next 
year.


