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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition, and thank you for your application form, Tidy Towns Plan 
2020-2023, your photo file document and your map. For next year please combine all documents. Now that the 
applications are sent to us digitally and we must access them on site, we CANNOT be opening and closing 
documents as we make our inspections. Insert the photos into the relevant categories, add to map and add the Plan 
at the end of the application form.  We found this year’s submission extremely frustrating as we had to open and 
close the plan, the application form and the photos on a regular basis as we walked around.  Luckily, we had printed 
out the map so at least that helped somewhat.  Your committee of ten has a further twenty-five who volunteer when 
work needs to be done. We note you have an additional 200 new Ukrainian residents and we see that you have 
engaged with them and they already form part of your volunteers. Perhaps some have joined your committee? 
These immigrants have skills and talents which they are very happy to share and it also assists them in integrating 
into a new community.  You list a great number of agencies and individuals whom you turn to for advice, help etc. 
This interaction is crucial for any voluntary organisation.  When we say ‘Briefly identify one project’ …. we do mean 
BRIEFLY.  The detail should be inserted into the relevant category.  Congratulations on your success in winning the 
Endeavour Award for Kerry. Awards are difficult to obtain, so well done.
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The town runs in an east west direction with Marine Road running parallel to the north and the Old Road running 
parallel to the south.  Single and two storey houses are interspersed with two, three and four storey commercial and 
business premises along the main street while the side streets are primarily residential and industrial.  There are 
murals adorning the gable ends and side walls on some of your streets – Hugh O’ Flaherty, Céad Mile Fáilte, 
Cahersiveen Marina, St. Mary’s GAA, Oh the Town poem murals etc. This is something to progress but remember 
they will need maintenance. The Heritage Trail mural at this stage needs to be repainted as it is slightly worn. We 
loved the archway into the Holy Well.  We walked part of the Daniel O’Connell Heritage Trail which we found very 
informative.  We have no doubt that it’s popular amongst your visitors.  It is great to see new business opening in 
what were derelict buildings and empty sites.  Hopefully this is the beginning of a revitalisation of the centre of the 
town.  There are some fine stone-built buildings in the back streets which appear to be abandoned – hopefully these 
too will see a new life.  The old Valentia River viaduct is quite beautiful – is this now part of a cycling route?  We 
looked for information but didn’t find any. What an amazing building now houses you Heritage Centre – it’s quite in 
the stye of a German castle!  We also admired the Daniel O’Connell Memorial RC church which is unusual in that 
for its size, it is located on a small site in the middle of the town. The old Carnegie Library and old CofI church (now 
a restaurant) are also structures which add to the architectural character and merit of your town.  We like the Legal 
Aid Board building – a piece of good modern architecture for your town.
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for its size, it is located on a small site in the middle of the town. The old Carnegie Library and old CofI church (now 
a restaurant) are also structures which add to the architectural character and merit of your town.  We like the Legal 
Aid Board building – a piece of good modern architecture for your town.

There a few ‘pocket parks’ dotted around Cahersiveen which add greatly to an area. We promote the use of corner/ 
non commercially viable spaces for this use and we encourage you to see where additional ones could be made. 
Not only do they clean up an otherwise derelict site they are also pretty to look at, are habitats for insects, birds and 
small mammals and a location to install a seat that can be used by the general public and particularly the less 
mobile in our society. Don’t mix planters – we refer to the ones near the recycling bins.  Truthfully the stone wall 
behind the planters is quite beautiful and the planters are unnecessary.  Alternatively put in a permanent planting 
bed in this location.  Quite a few trees have failed on the Main Street (near the Carnegie Library) which should be 
replaced. The management plan for the Town Park is an exciting project which commenced this year. We commend 
you and others on the new native planting at Sive’s Fort - Oak, Downy Birch, Hazel, Rowan, Alder, Buckthorn and 
Crab-apples in addition to Viburnum Opulus and Rosa Canina.  We look forward to information on the success of 
this project.  You have also planted in other locations including 4 new mini native tree spaces, trimmed back areas 
to curtail anti-social behaviour and increased the walkways in the Town Park – all admirable projects.  Are there any 
areas along the main streets where permanent planting beds could be installed to add some additional 
interest/movement/colour?  Permanent planting beds can look good all year round with grasses and seasonal 
planting and add to the beauty of a streetscape.  Remove suckers from trees using a sharp knife or secateurs – we 
noted them in quite a few locations.

What a lovely idea to give free native wildflower seeds (some bought, some donated from volunteers) to residents.  
We assume all were Irish wildflowers and we recommend that you inform the community through Facebook to only 
purchase native Irish wildflowers so that we don’t encourage not native (possible invasive) species. The removal of 
Himalayan Knotweed will be a long-term project as it is extremely slow to eradicate this noxious plant. Are there any 
Japanese Knotweed areas present in Cahersiveen? This plant is quite common too. You have reduced chemical 
fertilisers and herbicides.  We encourage this and hope that you are also passing this message on to the CE 
workers etc.  Chemical free herbicides are now the norm with many Local Authorities and while the removal of weed 
growth is slower it is better.  See below in Tidiness and Litter Control.  You have added some bird boxes but what 
about the swifts whose nesting sites are in decline?
We looked for swift boxes around the town – are there any? These are easy to install and very important in our 
towns which now have few locations for the swifts to nest. Contact www.birdwatchireland.ie or 
www.swiftconservation.org for advice on their installation and maintenance.

We love the support that community groups and volunteers give when a County Wide Clean Up takes place and you 
too have taken part in these. Recycling bins were generally clean and had been recently emptied and we see you 
have a rota for these.  The signs ‘Abbey of the Holy Cross’ and the ‘Holy Cross Graveyard’ are extremely dirty and 
need urgent attention.  We noticed that ESB etc wires are still part of your streetscape. Do you know are you line to 
have these put underground?  Allowing more ‘wild spaces on our streets’ is one thing – weed growth untidiness is 
another.  Cobblelock was a popular pavement material used by many local authorities but the disadvantage is the 
weed growth in between and you, like others, suffer with this. Ask your litter pick up volunteers to bring a hoe or wire 
brush with them to remove the weed growth. Our damp climate favours weed growth and the removal is an on-going 
task for all.   You mention you have installed a number of new signs …. please don’t overdo this, as signage is 
clutter, and takes away from a streetscape and the natural beauty of an area. Signs painted on the ground are 
equally successful.

We noted the Green Flag flying proudly at Scoil Saidhbhín. Do you know how many of the themes they have 
completed? We look forward to reading the results of the survey, using the Heritage Council template, which will be 
undertaken by the students of Coláiste na Sceilge. We looked for water butts as we walked around and saw some in 
private homes but none collecting the water from large buildings – is this something you could encourage?   You 
could then use this water when watering the many planting troughs, beds etc in your care.  You have a network of 
donors who supply pots, plants and also give you the loan of rollers, propagators etc. For the first time you have 
‘community planters’ and your volunteers took seeds for perennials and grew them for your annual summer plant 
outs.  This is excellent and besides having people involved it saves money. You have also gained some hardwood 
cuttings for shrubs and berry trees from new volunteers.  The work at O’Connell Centre polytunnel will benefit the 
new immigrants and also help to get the tunnel ready for the next academic year.  Making your own fertiliser is 
admirable and compliments to the O’Connell Centre for facilitating this. You are now registered as a SEC – let us 
know of progress.  We looked for but didn’t see a water station.  We need these in our communities to stop people 
buying plastic water bottles.  If you haven’t got one make enquiries as to when you are in line for one or more to be 
installed. Years ago, we had the pumps dotted around our towns … now we have nothing. ESB fast charge points 
for electric cars are becoming a normal sight in our towns we didn’t spot any in Cahersiveen but maybe we just 
missed them?

There are a number of residential streets in Cahersiveen which adds great value to the town as it ensures vibrancy 
when the businesses and shops have closed their doors for the day. As we meandered around, we noted window 
shoppers, dog walkers, family groups, runners etc all enjoying the quiet roads and streets.  Your streets are full of 
single, two and three storey houses nestling beside retail and other commercial units.  Many of these had been 
freshly painted although some unfortunately have an air of dereliction which detracts from the streetscape.  We 
loved the sweep of the Old Post Office Street where houses climbed up the hill from the main street. Encourage 
residents here and elsewhere to provide some pollinator friendly floral arrangements in planters or window boxes to 
make the streets even more inviting in addition to being a food source for our insects.  Natural stone name places 
are a great idea but make sure residents aren’t tempted to plant in front of them which will in time, obscure the 
name – often a temptation for a resident’s association. You have quite a few small housing estates where residents 
have made huge efforts to present their properties having planted a mix of pollinator friendly flowers, grasses, 
shrubs and even specimen trees. The trees in the communal areas in Woodbrook need to have suckers removed. 
Please compliment this association on the lack of weed growth along the pedestrian zones (paths etc.) and kerbs.  
This was done, we assume, using hoes and hard work.  It looks beautiful and is a credit to those involved.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



There are a number of residential streets in Cahersiveen which adds great value to the town as it ensures vibrancy 
when the businesses and shops have closed their doors for the day. As we meandered around, we noted window 
shoppers, dog walkers, family groups, runners etc all enjoying the quiet roads and streets.  Your streets are full of 
single, two and three storey houses nestling beside retail and other commercial units.  Many of these had been 
freshly painted although some unfortunately have an air of dereliction which detracts from the streetscape.  We 
loved the sweep of the Old Post Office Street where houses climbed up the hill from the main street. Encourage 
residents here and elsewhere to provide some pollinator friendly floral arrangements in planters or window boxes to 
make the streets even more inviting in addition to being a food source for our insects.  Natural stone name places 
are a great idea but make sure residents aren’t tempted to plant in front of them which will in time, obscure the 
name – often a temptation for a resident’s association. You have quite a few small housing estates where residents 
have made huge efforts to present their properties having planted a mix of pollinator friendly flowers, grasses, 
shrubs and even specimen trees. The trees in the communal areas in Woodbrook need to have suckers removed. 
Please compliment this association on the lack of weed growth along the pedestrian zones (paths etc.) and kerbs.  
This was done, we assume, using hoes and hard work.  It looks beautiful and is a credit to those involved.

The busy N70 runs right through the centre of the town bringing with it all the problem of passing motorists – 
particularly pollution, speed and litter. We loved the Skellig Monk Sculpture on the entrance road from the east with 
the beautifully made natural stone planting beds displaying an array of colourful flowers, grasses and shrubs. The 
path to the inside of this area has a considerable amount of weed growth which should be removed using a hoe or 
wire brush. The red seat needs painting.  Signage here too is very dirty and almost illegible.  The area overlooking 
the home of Daniel O’Connell is full of weeds and truthfully is quite unpleasant.  If paths are made in an area they 
should be maintained.  Here too seats need painting, and signs need cleaning. Grass has been dumped in the 
unmown area.  The planting bed at the Fáilte Cahersiveen sign is also full of weed growth. Generally main streets in 
the town are in good condition but road markings are badly worn where the volume of traffic is great. However, the 
same cannot be said for minor streets and roads where we noticed quite an amount of edge breakup and poorly 
repaired potholes which are now ravelling. Disable parking bays also need to be repainted.  Some roads in 
residential areas need repairs e.g. the entrance into Woodbrook has been repaired in part but is now unravelling.  
We have no doubt that all of this is in hand by your local area engineer.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We enjoyed our walk around Cahersiveen looking at all it has to offer the local community and visitor. In addition to 
the comments in the relevant categories we also make a general suggestion – use bullet points rather than essay 
format as it’s quicker for the adjudicator to appreciate the work/ complexity of the projects.  You used numbers in 
some subsections bur didn’t format the text and so the numberings system got lost in an essay.  We might also 
suggest a small font size – 12 is probably big enough. Please note these comments regarding the Application Form 
and correct them for next year. 
We were delighted that you made reference to the Sustainable Development Goals in the various categories in your 
application.  
Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.


