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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your application form which included a 
map. It’s wonderful to be able to visit the communities this year and see the results of the hard-working volunteers.  
Your committee of eight has an additional twenty who assist when a job needs to be done and who help keep 
Barraduff clean and tidy. You mention Kerry County Council community support scheme as being your support.  We 
also advise that you approach the Environmental Officer, Conservation Officer, Heritage Officer etc etc and also the 
businesses and community groups in your area as these are always happy to assist a local voluntary group. You 
can also help in the local school as we see that they enter the Green Schools Programme and you could assist 
them with this.  This is your fifth year entering the Tidy Towns competition and we hope you find the adjudicators 
reports of value. You tell us that the competition ‘keeps us and the community focused on keeping our village clean 
and tidy’.  Next year insert a few photos into the Application Form (ask a young person to help) so that we can see 
activities/events that take place during the year which relate to the categories in the Application Form.
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You are a rural village with a mix of vernacular single and two-storey buildings and these with the topography of the 
village, its climbing roads and wide-open views over the Kerry countryside, gives your village its character.  The 
dominate buildings in the village are the RC Sacred Heart church, Ballyduff National School, the old schoolhouse 
(now the men’s shed) and the Community Building located outside the village (hopefully it will be possible to walk 
safely to this facility at some stage).  
We admired the ‘new’ centre village shopping area across from the church and feel it contributes architecturally to 
the village as it mimics the plot sizes of a rural village. Hopefully all of the units will be occupied shortly.  We noted 
the derelict buildings. Dereliction is a problem for most rural towns and every Tidy Towns committee struggle trying 
to get the owners to carry out routine maintenance.  All you can really do is keep trying and if results aren’t 
forthcoming contact KCC for assistance. In the meantime, you have painted some and added murals to others to 
minimise the appearance of dereliction.   One of the seats at the church wall needs to be repositioned as it’s directly 
under a nest in the apex of the roof.
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There are no large green spaces in Barraduff but as you are a rural village you have these all around you in the 
fields, and forest areas to the south.  We see that you have planted tulips and daffodils to add colour to the village 
during the Spring. All year pollinator-friendly planting is very important so that the bees and other pollinators have a 
constant source of food.  Visit the National Biodiversity website and examine the booklet ‘Local Communities: 
Actions to help Pollinators’ and put a list of the plants which are good for our pollinators on your Facebook page and 
perhaps on the notice board in the church.  We see that you are concentrating on planting roses and have quite a 
variety in the various beds.  However, we advise that the stones in the rose beds and in the various other beds 
(including the walkway to the bug hotel) around the village are unpleasant – please remove them and instead use 
bark mulch which is more environmentally friendly.  Mulching reduces the need for watering, protects the bare soil, 
creates new soil over time and creates a habitat for many important creatures.  We also advise that you remove the 
tree from the orange planter and find a suitable place somewhere in the village and put it directly into the ground.  
The guideline for plant containers is to use them only where planting directly into the ground is not possible; they 
should not in themselves attract any notice.  The planting at the community field around the seat was admired – but 
it needs attention.  Please don’t add stones to this planting bed.
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during the Spring. All year pollinator-friendly planting is very important so that the bees and other pollinators have a 
constant source of food.  Visit the National Biodiversity website and examine the booklet ‘Local Communities: 
Actions to help Pollinators’ and put a list of the plants which are good for our pollinators on your Facebook page and 
perhaps on the notice board in the church.  We see that you are concentrating on planting roses and have quite a 
variety in the various beds.  However, we advise that the stones in the rose beds and in the various other beds 
(including the walkway to the bug hotel) around the village are unpleasant – please remove them and instead use 
bark mulch which is more environmentally friendly.  Mulching reduces the need for watering, protects the bare soil, 
creates new soil over time and creates a habitat for many important creatures.  We also advise that you remove the 
tree from the orange planter and find a suitable place somewhere in the village and put it directly into the ground.  
The guideline for plant containers is to use them only where planting directly into the ground is not possible; they 
should not in themselves attract any notice.  The planting at the community field around the seat was admired – but 
it needs attention.  Please don’t add stones to this planting bed.

There is a rich natural area surrounding your community – tall trees, hedgerows, the river, stone walls etc etc.  It is 
important to promote an awareness of the flora and fauna in your area and to map these habitats.  Appreciating 
your local wildlife resources is vital in order to achieve under this category. In this regard researching and raising 
awareness is more important than ‘doing’ at the early stages.  We recommend that you find out about the nature 
that around you – this could be a joint project between you and the school. We were delighted to read that you allow 
you hedge rows to grow wild (but they do need maintenance) and that you have planted additional whitethorn and 
blackthorn hedging. The wild flower areas are now established and we also read that you have refrained from 
cutting grass areas till late May each year. Please also advise the community to commit to the same mowing 
regime. Your bug hotel is starting to show signs of residents which must be to the delight of the local children.  You 
should also consult Heritage Council (2004) Conserving and Enhancing Wildlife in Towns and Villages – a guide for 
local community groups which will help you advance in this category.

You are located on a busy national road, the N72, which always poses problems for small communities in terms of 
passing motorists and litter control but we are delighted to say that when we visited, your village was practically litter 
free – please commend your litter-pickup team.  Like many communities in Kerry, you took part in the Kerry 
Clean-Up Week in April and also the Spring Clean-Up  – we commend the community on this as it focuses the 
attention of a community on the need to be vigilant on litter, fly-tipping and weed growth.   The local national school 
also helps with litter control and ‘has been awarded the green flag for a number of years for their efforts in recycling 
and caring for the local environment’.  The area around the men’s shed was very disappointing – lots of weed 
growth which detracted from this beautiful old schoolhouse.  We noted ivy on some stone walls. While ivy is a 
wonderful for insect life and is acceptable/good on rendered (plastered) walls it is not acceptable on stone structures 
as the roots penetrate between the joints in the stones, making the walls unstable and leading to their collapse. 
Natural stone constructions are in themselves great habitats for insect life and also very beautiful in the streetscape.

This is a category where many communities struggle but truthfully it is just about being aware of how we use the 
resources of the planet so that we cut down on our waste.  It’s about tackling the growing waste mountain that is 
creating problems of pollution, unwanted land use, and the use of dwindling resources. It is a global and a local 
problem. To save the Earth we need to move quickly to a zero-waste society. Educating both young and old in 
Sustainability – doing more with less is crucial so that we advance our knowledge in how we use the resources of 
the planet in order to cut down on our waste.   It is recommended that you get the basics right and focus on simple 
but effective measures. For example, you could make your own compost for use in your landscaping schemes as 
this avoids all of the associated packaging and other waste that comes with shop bought fertilisers. Growing your 
own pollinator friendly plants, harvesting your own seeds or sourcing donations of plants from keen local gardeners 
is recommended as this also avoids the waste associated with shop bought varieties. Consider harvesting rainwater 
in order to avoid using treated water when maintaining your planters. This is a simple process which involves 
placing a water butt on a downpipe to capture rainwater. Using waste or surplus products (like timber) to make 
planters are other items like bird boxes and seating benches is also encouraged.  We note that you have a recycling 
facility but truthfully this is only a tiny part of Sustainability – doing more with less.  Look at the TidyTowns handbook 
for more ideas for actions under this category.

You are located on a busy national road, the N72, which always poses problems for small communities in terms of 
passing motorists and litter control but we are delighted to say that when we visited, your village was practically litter 
free – please commend your litter-pickup team.  Like many communities in Kerry, you took part in the Kerry 
Clean-Up Week in April and also the Spring Clean-Up  – we commend the community on this as it focuses the 
attention of a community on the need to be vigilant on litter, fly-tipping and weed growth.   The local national school 
also helps with litter control and ‘has been awarded the green flag for a number of years for their efforts in recycling 
and caring for the local environment’.  The area around the men’s shed was very disappointing – lots of weed 
growth which detracted from this beautiful old schoolhouse.  We noted ivy on some stone walls. While ivy is a 
wonderful for insect life and is acceptable/good on rendered (plastered) walls it is not acceptable on stone structures 
as the roots penetrate between the joints in the stones, making the walls unstable and leading to their collapse. 
Natural stone constructions are in themselves great habitats for insect life and also very beautiful in the streetscape.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



We admired the four-arch bridge over the river and the area beyond with the sweeping bends of the approach road 
was neatly trimmed and had painted stone surrounds to colourful flower beds which indicated to the motorists that 
they were approaching a village or town and so to reduce speed. Road surfaces on the N72 are good but at the 
cross roads in the centre of the village and on the side roads there was edge breakup, potholes and worn road 
markings.  All need attention at some stage soon. We noted that dipped rumble paving had been installed on paths 
at some road junctions and we assume this is an ongoing project and you will have them installed at all road 
junctions will give wheelchair/mobility scooter users and those pushing buggies as well as small children on bicycles 
an easier route.  We see that you are hoping to extend the maintained boundary on the Killarney road and this will 
be of benefit to the village so we wish you well in this. We also suggest that you see about having pavements 
connected in the village core to provide a safe route for pedestrians.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We enjoyed visiting your village and seeing the work undertaken. We suggest you consult the Tidy Towns 
Handbook (online) for more project ideas to consider under the various categories – there ae lots if ideas.
You also need to refer to the Sustainable Development Goals. Tidy Towns in conjunction with Limerick City and 
County Council ran a webinar on the SDGs in 2021 and the presentation is worth reading as it will be helpful for 
your application next year. 
The link is : https://www.limerick.
ie/sites/default/files/media/documents/2021-03/sustainable-development-goals-helpful-hints.pdf
Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.


