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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your Application Form including photos, 
and your map and Multi-Annual Plan.  We admired the colour coding of the projects – it helps in the adjudication. 
We recommend that you list the projects in your plan under the various Categories to help focus your projects and 
activities and ensure that each Category is covered.  You have a committee of fifteen and twenty volunteers help 
when a project needs assistance. We see that you have sub committees which we think is a good idea as with that 
number on a committee, we recommend that the members take ownership of the various categories in the 
application form to ensure that activities/projects are undertaken in each. You list all those who support your 
activities and projects – state and semie state and local businesses and voluntary groups.  Informing the community 
of your work is done through social media – Facebook Ballyheigue-Tidy-Towns – and also through traditional news 
channels – community notice board, papers, parish newsletter etc.  We’re delighted to welcome you to the 
competition for the fifth year and it’s good to read that feedback has been of benefit to you. Participation encourages 
a pride of place amongst the residents, which is the true spirit of TidyTowns.  We requested New and Maintained 
Projects in our Application Form so please remove the Future Projects (FP) from the form next year – these should 
be in your Ballyheigue 3/5 Year Plan.
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Entering the village from the north-east along the R551 gives great vistas over the countryside and village out to the 
sea. Ballyheigue Church is set on a height overlooking the countryside and a footpath along beautiful stone walls 
links it to the village.  The village name is from the Gothic Revival Ballyheigue Castle – now unfortunately a ruin.  
We loved the gate lodge which still retains the grandeur of bygone days and its location in the village is imposing. 
The 2019 and 2021 reports both suggested exploring the relocation of the car park at the castle entrance.  Has that 
idea been given any consideration? The historic gateway would definitely benefit from these cars being removed. 
The artist’s drawing of Ballyheigue is excellent showing accommodation, food and drink and attractions/amenities; 
everything needed by a visitor. Let’s hope it doesn’t go out of date too quickly - we’re not sure if the accommodation 
and food and drink additions were a good idea! The area beside the toilets looks well with the bike racks, 
information point and seating area.   There is an interesting three storey building on the corner of Main St and the 
R551 with its chamfered corner at ground level.  This should probably be part of your heritage trail? We loved the 
Grotto/ Our Lady’s Well area which was well visited when we were there. We recommend planting ivy or other 
climbers along the white wall of the carpark which will help soften this area.  In time we assume the area will be laid 
out as a carpark and then trees can be planted when this is undertaken.
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out as a carpark and then trees can be planted when this is undertaken.

The large managed green space within the village is of course the golf course.  But as you have the beach you also 
have the open space here including the great sand dunes.  In addition, you have the green area near the 
playground, the GAA facility and various communal spaces within housing estates.  Your location beside the wild 
Atlantic has challenged you in tree growing and we noticed a dearth of trees around the village. You should try to 
address this. The main structural elements in the landscape are trees and there are many places in Ballyheigue 
where trees would enhance the buildings and streetscape.  You could also try planting a large number together in 
one area – we recently visited a community where 500 trees had been planted. The planters/pots beside the seats 
in the Grotto/Our Lady’s Well area are of little impact – remove them.  There is enough planting /flowers grass etc in 
this area and the pots are superfluous.  We loved the tiny leafed variegated ivy on the walls.  The whole area was 
quite beautiful and the array of flowers was much admired.  There is a very beautiful permanent planting bed on the 
R551 southern entrance with a stunning array of low and tall pollinator friendly planting and flowers – this gives 
maximum impact and we strongly recommend that you do this form of planting elsewhere. We noted suckers on 
some trees as we drove around – these need to be removed using a sharp knife or secateurs.  Also bring this to the 
attention of the residents’ associations.

Ballyheigue is fortunate to have a wealth of stone walls and hedgerows all around the village and these added to the 
coastal dunes and sea make it a habitat for many birds, small mammals and aquatic creatures.  Trees, as noted 
above, are missing. Appreciating your local wildlife resources is important in order to advance this category. For this 
you need to carry out research and raise awareness.  Have you undertaken any study about the biodiversity in 
Ballyheigue?  You have schools and youth groups and we recommend that you become involved with transition 
year students and see what you can achieve.  Perhaps also organise a seminar or nature walk with an expert – 
contact your environmental officer/ Irish Wildlife Trust for more assistance.  We looked for swift boxes around the 
town – are there any? These are easy to install and very important in our towns which now have few locations for 
the swifts to nest. Contact www.birdwatchireland.ie or www.swiftconservation.org for advice on their installation and 
maintenance.   Also look at the Heritage Council (2004) Conserving and Enhancing Wildlife in Towns and Villages – 
a guide for local community groups.

For a town/village busy with tourists, we are delighted to report that there was only a small amount of litter on the 
streets when we visited – we commend the litter pick-up team. There are three separate notices relating to dogs on 
the poles at the beach and one relating to camping (although this is already included in the bye-laws notice). 
Remember signage is clutter. We suggest you paint ‘Clean up after your Dog’ on the footpaths where dog fouling is 
a problem. We have seen this in other communities and have been told it works better than signage on poles. We 
loved the large foot operated recycling and waste bins along the beach front. You also have community groups 
putting up signs which are untidy. We recommend that you request that the area engineer installs 2.4m x 2.4m(or 
1.2m) Community Notice Boards board, painted black, on the main entrance roads to the village.  All community 
posters are restricted to these boards and then all ‘illegal’ posters which are attached to posts, fences etc around 
the village are removed as soon as they are noticed.  There is an empty ‘Welcome to Ballyheigue’ panel on the 
R551 entrance from the south – this needs an information panel and also it needs to be painted.  The large stone 
(R551 from south) needs to have the village name repainted in white as it is faded.  We note that you involve the 
schools in the local clean-up and that also included the youth club and girl guides.  The playground sign should 
either be removed or replaced – it’s almost illegible.

This is a category where many communities struggle but truthfully it is just about being aware of how we use the 
resources of the planet so that we cut down on our waste.  It is good to see that Glenderry and Booleenshere NS 
National Schools have achieved Green Flags status and continue to renew them biannually – do you know what 
level they’ve achieved? ESB fast charge points for electric cars are becoming a normal sight in our towns and 
villages – enquire about having one installed in Ballyheigue. The bring bank areas at the beach carpark were neat 
and the bins were clean and presentable.  They had been recently emptied and were ready for the next batch of 
glass and cans. Their location is ideal as they are on view and so shouldn’t give a problem with people leaving 
cartons and bags. The Honest Box cart with the locally grown vegetables was noted …. we hope it works well for 
the owner as it’s a great idea.  During Covid quite a number of state and semi-state organisation organised 
Webinars and many were on subjects which relate to this category.  Did you take part in any?  Some are still 
available on-line. We suggest that you contact your environmental officer and she will assist you.

Ladywell estate looked good and many houses had an array of pollinator flowers in gardens or in planters bedside 
their entrance doors.  The green area along the road would benefit from trees – plant all the one species for a more 
dramatic effect.  Barr na Sráide is a fine estate in the centre of the village.  We suggest that paths be cut through the 
grass in large communal spaces where ball play doesn’t occur and the remaining areas be allowed to grow to 
produce native wildflowers and grasses e.g. the green area to the right at Marian Park entrance. Needless to say, 
mow a path around the planting beds so that they are visible.   We are not in favour of old tyres being used as 
planters – just make a bed from stone instead.  Generally, the houses within the village and in the estates are well 
presented with many residents having recently painted their houses.  Gardens were full of colour and some had 
shrubs and ornamental trees for extra effect.  Church Field and Kerry Holiday Village need permanent name signs.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



presented with many residents having recently painted their houses.  Gardens were full of colour and some had 
shrubs and ornamental trees for extra effect.  Church Field and Kerry Holiday Village need permanent name signs.

The bend in the road after Healy’s Cross gives the entrance to the village great importance.  We recommend 
removing the timber surrounds from the planters as these will, in time,  rot. A long sweeping stone surrounded 
flower bed would be very suitable in this location with low level planting so as not to obscure the road 
curve/motorists’ vision. We admired the painted yellow bridge walls with the hanging basket (R551 from the north) 
emphasising that a river crossing is present.  We like the idea of the painted yellow sections along the beach 
promenade alerting the pedestrian to the small steps.  We suggest this also be painted on the steps into the beach 
area and on the edges of the high steps.  Disable parking bays around the town need repainting.  We were 
delighted to see the new bike racks at the beach area (toilets and playground) and these were in use when we 
visited.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We enjoyed visiting your village and sat for a while enjoying the view over the beach.  You need to refer to the 
Sustainable Development Goals. Tidy Towns in conjunction with Limerick City and County Council ran a webinar on 
the SDGs in 2021 and the presentation is worth reading as it will be helpful for your application next year. 
The link is: https://www.limerick.
ie/sites/default/files/media/documents/2021-03/sustainable-development-goals-helpful-hints.pdf
Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.


