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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your Application Form including photos, 
map and 3 Year Plan 2023-2025.  We suggest that you divide the Plan in to sections with relate to the eight 
categories in this Application Form as this will show you areas/categories which need attention.  We no longer 
require Future Projects noted in the updated Application Form and these will now only appear in your Plan.   Your 
committee of nine has an additional fifteen volunteers who help when needed.  Working with the Men’s Shed is 
admirable and together you will achieve more than working as two separate groups.   You list all those who support 
your activities and projects – state and semie state and local businesses and voluntary groups.  Informing the 
community of your work is done through social media – Facebook – and traditional news channels – papers, posters 
etc.  Unfortunately we don’t have time to open all the links that are included in Application Forms, so we advise that 
you select photos to insert into the Application Form which you think are the most relevant. We are delighted to 
welcome you to the competition and see that it provides you with a focus and encourages the germination of new 
ideas.
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Although not in your village the Rattoo Round Tower is quite a landmark in the surrounding countryside.  We visited 
and as repair work is in progress, we couldn’t access the area. We admired the mural of the Rattoo Round Tower 
on the wing wall in the village – we almost missed it as a truck was parked beside it. The work to the historical 
graveyard and church ruin was noted.  Located in rural Kerry, the village is a mix of vernacular single and two-storey 
residential properties with farm houses and yards located in the surrounding countryside. We loved the freshly 
painted white boundary and shed walls which were sparking in the sun the day we visited. The stone horseshoe 
shaped wall containing the Celtic cross is quite pleasant – repaint the white writing, remove the plants which 
obscure the writing and remove the weed growth from the roadside.  We noted some flat iron gates which we 
admired. The O’Carrow house with the Heritage Plaque was well presented.  The heritage plaques are good but 
don’t let their installation/location detract from the item it is celebrating.  You have very elaborate plaster work in the 
name sign over some shops - J. Browne and J. McEllistrim – and we were delighted to see that these had been 
retained although one of the buildings is now used as a residence.
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There are great mature trees on the outskirts of the village where birds have roosting and nesting sites.  Those 
combined with stone walls and hedgerows makes the area a haven for our small mammals and insect life. The 
planting bed at Lacca Cross will mature in time; we just need patience.  You have a number of planters dotted 
around the village and while the flowers are a wonderful display some of the containers need painting/repairs.  
Perhaps some of these could become planting beds which are always a better idea as they need less maintenance 
and can give year-round colour/movement.  The GAA pitch was very active when we visited – it’s important that 
these green spaces are well used by the community.  We looked for a walking track – is there one?  We didn’t want 
to enter the area as there was a summer camp taking place. We read on Facebook that ‘Cara Credit Union have 
sponsored and will maintain the fairy garden outside the Garda barracks’ – excellent.  We noted some suckers at 
the base of trees which should be removed using a sharp knife / secateurs.  The church carpark would benefit from 
being divided up by additional trees on buildouts – we saw that some had been planted but truthfully more are 
needed.
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combined with stone walls and hedgerows makes the area a haven for our small mammals and insect life. The 
planting bed at Lacca Cross will mature in time; we just need patience.  You have a number of planters dotted 
around the village and while the flowers are a wonderful display some of the containers need painting/repairs.  
Perhaps some of these could become planting beds which are always a better idea as they need less maintenance 
and can give year-round colour/movement.  The GAA pitch was very active when we visited – it’s important that 
these green spaces are well used by the community.  We looked for a walking track – is there one?  We didn’t want 
to enter the area as there was a summer camp taking place. We read on Facebook that ‘Cara Credit Union have 
sponsored and will maintain the fairy garden outside the Garda barracks’ – excellent.  We noted some suckers at 
the base of trees which should be removed using a sharp knife / secateurs.  The church carpark would benefit from 
being divided up by additional trees on buildouts – we saw that some had been planted but truthfully more are 
needed.

Located in rural Ireland your village is surrounded by habitats for our insects, birds and small mammals – stone 
walls, trees, hedgerows and close by the Dysert and Rattoo marshes and the River Feale.  You held a Biodiversity 
walk, made a pond, attended classes, and created an event for National Tree Week. We were disappointed to read 
that the residents were against planting trees and hopefully you will manage to alert them to the benefits of planting 
them – not only are they beneficial for our physical and mental health but they also provide feeding places for 
insects and roosting and nesting sites for birds. In addition, they meet 15 of the 17 UN Sustainable Development 
Goals.  Does anyone in the community keep bees? We looked for swift boxes around the town – are there any? 
These are easy to install and very important in our towns which now have few locations for the swifts to nest. 
Contact www.birdwatchireland.ie or www.swiftconservation.org for advice on their installation and maintenance. 
Perhaps install a few on the church? We also recommend that you look at the booklet Heritage Council (2004) 
Conserving and Enhancing Wildlife in Towns and Villages – a guide for local community groups.  We see that you 
are continuing with a Biodiversity course so hopefully next year we will see more events/projects in this category.  
The pollinator garden is progressing well – lots of butterflies and bees when we were there.

Like many communities in Kerry, you took part in the Kerry Clean-Up Week in April – we commend the community 
on this as it focuses the attention of a community on the need to be vigilant on litter, fly-tipping and weed growth.  
When we visited the village was virtually litter free but unfortunately weed growth was noticed in some areas which 
gave un unkempt feel.  The bring bank area at the GAA had quite a lot of litter and weed growth too which made the 
area unpleasant.  Weeds should be removed using a hoe or wire brush and large areas treated with organic weed 
killer or a mix of vinegar, salt and washing up liquid.  We recommend that you ask the litter-pick up volunteers to 
also remove weed growth.  The fence at the pollinator garden needs painting/staining.

You have a great number of projects planned for this category and we encourage your activity here. Communities 
struggle with this category which is a pity as really it's just about changing our mindset and thinking of ways to 
tackling the methods of how we use the earth’s dwindling resources. We commend the work in the Men’s Shed – we 
had a look over the wall (the gate was locked) and saw the great work in the raised beds.  We also noted the rain 
water collection tanks and the polytunnel – although we didn’t get to visit. There are many other ways to advance in 
this category and we suggest that you examine the website  http://www.tidytowns.
ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Sustainable-Waste-and-Resource-Management.pdf which may give you some ideas 
for your community.  Also contact the environment officer in Kerry Co Co who will tell you about events/ talks which 
you could attend to learn more about Sustainability – doing more with less. During Covid quite a number of state 
and semi-state organisation organised Webinars and many were on subjects which relate to this category.  Did you 
take part in any?  Some are still available on-line.  What are the schools undertaking with regards to Sustainability 
teaching – can you help in any of this?  Has any of the community installed solar panels? Or water butts?

The mix of single and two storey houses along the entrances and in the village itself, gives a very pleasant aspect to 
the residential properties in Ballyduff.  Many had been recently painted and presented well and those with garden 
had shrubs and colourful floral displays with great varieties of pollinator friendly planting.  There are very few houses 
within the village itself that are unoccupied at present. However, all presented very well and were attractive.  One 
garden in particular was full of beautiful healthy flowering roses some of which had attracted the bees. At the 
entrance to Benmore Drive there are two small green areas where we suggest making two small pocket parks here 
and planting a copse of trees in each to improve biodiversity. The entrance to Benmore estate is unpleasant with 
weeds growing along the kerbs, and in the large gravel area beside the footpath.  We recommend that you plant 
grass and trees here and remove the black planters which at the moment are lost in a sea of weeds. While the 
planter on the left of the path has beautiful flowers unfortunately the planter itself is tatty.  This area and the next 
entrance area should have trees and permanent planting beds. Meadow Lane estate is very well maintained – we 
commend the residents.

The entrance from the south has the name on a large stone – Fáilte to Baile Dubh - and on the day we visited the 
grass margin was full of clover and cornflowers.  We recommend cutting a narrow margin along this entrance road 
(making sure that the village name is always visible) so that it is obvious that the area is maintained and the 
remaining area is allowed to produce wildflowers and grasses. The stone bank has been planted and this in time will 
add to the entrance to the village.  Main road surfaces are good with white centre line and yellow edge lines clearly 
marked.  Withing the village roads are in a poor condition and footpaths are ravelling in quite a few locations and 
need to be repaired. Maybe you’re in line for concrete footpaths which are more resilient than tarmacadam ones?  
We also note that the footpath doesn’t extend as far as the GAA grounds (it stops at the 50km limit).  This should be 
one of the projects to pursue with your area engineer as it would mean a safe passage for pedestrians to and from 
the pitch.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



remaining area is allowed to produce wildflowers and grasses. The stone bank has been planted and this in time will 
add to the entrance to the village.  Main road surfaces are good with white centre line and yellow edge lines clearly 
marked.  Withing the village roads are in a poor condition and footpaths are ravelling in quite a few locations and 
need to be repaired. Maybe you’re in line for concrete footpaths which are more resilient than tarmacadam ones?  
We also note that the footpath doesn’t extend as far as the GAA grounds (it stops at the 50km limit).  This should be 
one of the projects to pursue with your area engineer as it would mean a safe passage for pedestrians to and from 
the pitch.

Concluding Remarks:

We enjoyed our visit to your village – keep up the good work. Please remember to remove the links as we don’t 
have time to open and close them and instead to put photos in the relevant categories. This will make the 
adjudicators' job more rewarding. You also need to reference the Sustainable Development Goals to your work. 
TidyTowns in conjunction with Limerick City and County Council ran a webinar on the SDGs in 2021 and the 
presentation is worth reading as it will be helpful for your application next year. The link is : 
https://www.limerick.ie/sites/default/files/media/documents/2021-03/sustainable-development-goals-helpful-hints.pdf
Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.


