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Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your application form including photos, 
map and legend, and summary of the 2021-25 Long Term Ballybunion Strategic Tidy Towns Plan.  You have a 
committee of four and have four volunteers, having lost two this year.  This is really very little for a town the size of 
Ballybunion and hopefully more volunteers will join you.  You engage with the youth through the preschools, primary 
schools, secondary schools and also the local youth group and we commend you in this.  You have participated in 
the TidyTowns competition for forty years which is wonderful and we have no doubt the town’s residents have seen 
the benefits you and previous committees have brought to Ballybunion.

48

Your town has a variety of vernacular single and two-storey residential buildings interspersed with retail and 
commercial buildings and these with the topography of the town, its climbing roads and wide-open vistas of the sea, 
gives your town its character.  The dominate buildings in the town are the Gothic Revival St John’s RC church, the 
Gothic Revival former CofI church now a library, the centrally located Garda Station, the old Convent of Mercy, 
Ballybunnion Community Centre, The Tintean Theatre and the local schools.  There are great interconnecting paths 
and streets within the town and we met families and individuals walking around enjoying what the town has to offer.  
We noted the new heritage signs at the beginning of the Nun’s Beach cliff walk. These are quite beautiful but we 
warn you of the installation of too much signage which causes/results in clutter – did we count ten signs in this area 
alone?  The carpark at the library was noted – perhaps a few more trees could be added to soften the area.  We 
loved the grotto in the Convent of Mercy garden – a little overgrown and dishevelled but still beautiful.  The painted 
utility boxes were noted as too was the mermaid relaxing on the stones and the new concrete area with water 
station, bike racks and picnic bench.  The neatly painted milage stone Limerick, Listowel, Ardee was admired.
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The town itself is lacking in trees and we can appreciate that your coastal location makes this difficult.  We noted the 
23 new trees at Cashen Biodiversity Garden – hopefully you will have success with these. There are some very 
pleasant green areas/pocket parks in the town which are very well maintained with grass neatly cut and edges 
trimmed displaying the kerbs or walls.  We were delighted to see that the edges had been manually trimmed and so 
gave a very neat appearance to these areas.  We question the logic of the black pots beside the dolphin monument 
– please put the plants into planting beds in the ground. The wall along the entrance to the church carpark would 
benefit from planting ivy or other climbing plants. It is a long grey wall and needs more than the 37 new trees 
recently planted (some of which have failed and will need replacing).  Stakes are needed on some of the others as 
they are beginning to bend.  A row of trees along the opposite side of the carpark would also be beneficial so 
hopefully there are plans to do this too?  Keep to one variety as this gives more impact than planting a row of 
different tree species. We encourage the new occupants of the Convent of Mercy to upkeep the planting area by the 
sea wall – this is quite beautiful and it would be a pity not to retain it given its social history.  The new area at 
Kilcooly’s Corner was full of bees and butterflies visiting your beautiful pollinator friendly planting.
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they are beginning to bend.  A row of trees along the opposite side of the carpark would also be beneficial so 
hopefully there are plans to do this too?  Keep to one variety as this gives more impact than planting a row of 
different tree species. We encourage the new occupants of the Convent of Mercy to upkeep the planting area by the 
sea wall – this is quite beautiful and it would be a pity not to retain it given its social history.  The new area at 
Kilcooly’s Corner was full of bees and butterflies visiting your beautiful pollinator friendly planting.

You have undertaken quite a lot of work in your biodiversity garden and habitat learning centre at the Cashen River 
area.  This will be a great project to advance even further over the coming years. The information panel, Cashen 
Estuary Habitats, is clear and informative.  Don’t be tempted to put up lots of information panels here as the area is 
quite beautiful in its natural state.  Being involved with the Primary School and helping them to write for Local 
Agenda 21 grants for support of biodiversity talks, walks and projects.  The Green Schools Programme is also an 
area you’ve assisted – what theme is the school working towards?  Have you any voluntary organisation in the town 
who look after the beach area? A Clean Coast group?  This is something you might investigate/ organise as most 
coastal towns have this.  You might also look at the Heritage Council (2004) Conserving and Enhancing Wildlife in 
Towns and Villages – a guide for local community groups which might help in your work with the schools.  Allowing 
the ditches to naturally develop their wildflowers is a good idea but we recommend that you trim a narrow margin so 
that the community doesn’t consider the area unkempt and see instead that the wildflowers are begin ‘managed’.

As with many villages and towns in Kerry you participated in the Kerry Clean-Up in April.  This is an excellent way to 
get volunteers involved and we suggest that you ask your volunteers to take ownership of an area and continue to 
maintain this. The youth of the town are also involved, through the schools, in periodic litter picking and beach 
clean-up. Scoil Iosagain & Kilconly National School also participated in the National Spring Clean.  For a town busy 
with tourists, we are delighted to report that there was only a small amount of litter on the streets when we visited – 
we commend the litter pick-up team. But weed growth is a slight problem particularly at the base of walls, road 
edges and along some footpaths. We recommend that the litter pick -up teams also become weed-removal teams – 
ask them to bring a hoe or wire brush and remove weeds.  It may be slow but it is very successful.   We note a 
number of obsolete poles around the town which detract from the streetscape. We suggest that you walk around the 
town and do a survey of obsolete and unnecessary poles and sign and ask that they be removed.  There are also 
posters/billboards around the town which make the streetscape untidy.  Request that Community Notice boards (4.8 
x 2.4) be placed on the entrance roads to Ballybunion where all community notices and posters are to be displayed. 
Then all ‘illegal’ posters can be removed as they appear around the town. There are plenty of litter bins along the 
exit to the main beach area for people to dispose of their litter as they leave.  The bring banks at the beach were 
clean and tidy and had been recently emptied.  We liked the painting of the dolphins on the concrete.  Around the 
town there are plenty of litter bins too – some full which is good as people are using them.  We assume they are 
emptied daily during the summer months.

You list quite a few projects undertaken by different groups in the town under this category - Little Dreamers - doing 
battery recycling program, and planting program,  Scoil Iosagain & Kilconly National School - battery recycling, 
environmental poster competitions, planting program in their garden, and Green Schools Program participation and 
St Joseph’s Transition Year have a community service programme.  Sustainability – doing more with less is a 
category where many communities struggle.  One easy and rewarding project is to make out a Ballybunion – Where 
can I Fix it? list.  Are there many people in the town who carry out repairs – shoe repairs, dressmakers, electrical 
repairs, washing machine repairs, etc.  Make out a list and circulate it.  It is something that new people to your town 
won’t know and indeed those living there all their lives might also not be aware of.  Put the list in doctors’ and 
dentists’ waiting rooms, hair salons etc. and also on your Facebook Page. During Covid quite a number of state and 
semi-state organisation organised Webinars and many were on subjects which relate to this category.  Did you take 
part in any?  Some are still available on-line. We suggest that you contact your environmental officer and he/she will 
assist you. ESB fast charge points for electric cars are becoming a normal sight in our towns and villages – enquire 
about having one installed in Ballybunion.

The mix of single and two storey houses both on the entrances and in the town itself, gives a very pleasant aspect 
to the residential properties in Ballybunion.  Many had been freshly painted and some had wonderful gardens full of 
pollinator flower beds, shrubs and some with specimen trees for extra dramatic effect.  We see that you ‘bagged 
grass’ at some of the estates.  We strongly recommend that you invest in a grass mowing machine with a mulcher 
as this will cut the grass into small clippings which then break down and provide nitrogen, potassium and 
phosphorus to the grass.  The beautiful painted Fuscia Drive sign on the wall is almost hidden with the hedgerow (a 
fuchsia!) … the fuchsia needs to be trimmed back. We visited quite a number of the estates - Marian Crescent, 
Doon, Sandhill Park, Pairc na Dtur etc - and commend the residents on the presentation of the houses, gardens and 
well-kept communal areas. Some trees should be considered for footpaths and for the large communal open space 
at Doon estate and Sandhill Park estate in areas where ball play doesn’t occur.  Perhaps also add some picnic 
benches and seating where the community can gather.  We suggest that the poles along the edge of the well-kept 
entrance area to Hillview Close be removed as they detract from this beautiful area. The Families of Donn sculpture 
was noted. Don’t forget to encourage the residents to grow pollinator friendly flowers from now on.  Have a look at 
the website http://www.biodiversityireland.
ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Gardens_actions-to-help-pollinators-July-2016.pdf for ideas for the garden.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



Main entrance roads were in good condition with grass margins trimmed, road markings clear and signage legible, 
making the entrance to the town presentable for the visitor. We loved the steep road down to the beach and 
seaweed baths.  On the day we visited, the beach area was a little busy but we’re guessing on a busy day this little 
road is fairly chaotic?  We noted dipped pavements have been installed at quite a few road junctions and we 
assume this improvement will continue.  Within the town itself new footpaths were noted in a few locations. The road 
surfaces in the town are quite worn and urgently need attention in some areas. The road at the golf hotel junction 
needs to be resurfaced as it is very badly worn.  The footpath along the beach walk is well maintained and as this is 
well used, we commend those responsible for this.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We are not convinced that your map system is a good one – maybe for the local community but truthfully as visitors 
we found it overly complicated. Colour coding roads doesn’t help us and the thick black lines indicating main roads 
are unnecessary.   But thank you for adding the numbers in sequence as suggested by the 2019 adjudicators. You 
need to reference the Sustainable Development Goals to your work. TidyTowns in conjunction with Limerick City 
and County Council ran a webinar on the SDGs in 2021 and the presentation is worth reading as it will be helpful for 
your application next year. The link is: https://www.limerick.
ie/sites/default/files/media/documents/2021-03/sustainable-development-goals-helpful-hints.pdf
Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.


