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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition and thank you for your application form, map, and photos.  
We ask that next year you insert the photos into the relevant categories in the application form – ask a young 
person to help. It’s wonderful to be able to visit the communities this year and see the results of the hard-working 
volunteers.  You have a committee of 12 and a further 30 who help when work needs to be done. Working with 
other local voluntary groups is always a bonus as skills are shared. We are delighted that holiday home owners 
have become involved with you in addition to the local shop and pub. Inviting the new immigrants to join you is 
excellent as we have seen in other communities, they have a range of skills and knowledge which have added 
greatly to the projects undertaken by the TidyTowns groups.  We recommend your continuing your relationship with 
the local school and hope that you become involved in some of their projects or better again lead one or two. You 
have been involved in TidyTowns for eight years and we hope as a community you have benefited from this 
involvement.
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Your village is drawn out and stretches from Reenroe beach as far as the pier at Reen. In between are individual 
single and two storey houses mostly set in individual semi-rural sites or in small clusters. Your focal buildings are 
the RC church, Ballinskelligs Heritage Centre (the old Garda Station), Cill Rialaig Arts Centre (which although we 
visited in summer was closed) and the Community Centre. We admired the millennium grotto at the side of the 
church built from Valentia slate and rocks. Sections unfortunately are badly damaged which detracts from its beauty 
and these should be repaired before they deteriorate even more.  There are some very pretty ‘tea gardens’ near the 
church as we enter the village from the east – a red and white one and a blue and white one.  We went looking for 
St. Michael’s Well but to no avail. It is wonderful to read that some of the former derelict buildings have in recent 
years been given a new usage. We have noticed this in other communities too and this is wonderful to see.  Public 
seating in scenic areas is a must and we read that you have provided some at Ballinskelligs and Reenroe beaches 
and at Reen pier.  We suggest that the one at Reen Pier be relocated as truthfully the present location is 
unpleasant.
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We read of the distribution of 400 native trees and while we appreciate that the wild Atlantic winds and salt borne air 
are not suitable for many varieties of trees, we hope that those selected will withstand the harsh local weather.  In 
addition, Coiste Forbartha na Sceilge have planted 120 alder and crab apple trees around the Ballinskelligs 
Heritage Centre, to the east of the village.  When we visited, we noted these and saw that some had suckers which 
should be removed using a sharp knife or secateurs taking care not to damage the bark. The upcycled telecom 
cable drums at the GAA pitch had a great variety of pollinator friendly annual and perennial flowers and looked 
good.  We loved the two large evergreen trees at the entrance to Coill Trá.  The wildflowers along the road and the 
planting bed at the Community Centre were in full bloom when we visited.
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are not suitable for many varieties of trees, we hope that those selected will withstand the harsh local weather.  In 
addition, Coiste Forbartha na Sceilge have planted 120 alder and crab apple trees around the Ballinskelligs 
Heritage Centre, to the east of the village.  When we visited, we noted these and saw that some had suckers which 
should be removed using a sharp knife or secateurs taking care not to damage the bark. The upcycled telecom 
cable drums at the GAA pitch had a great variety of pollinator friendly annual and perennial flowers and looked 
good.  We loved the two large evergreen trees at the entrance to Coill Trá.  The wildflowers along the road and the 
planting bed at the Community Centre were in full bloom when we visited.

With drystone walls, natural hedgerows, trees, sandy beaches and the sea you have a huge variety of wildlife 
habitats all around you. Have the local school children undertaken any nature projects that you could tell us about? 
Maybe organise a nature walk along one of the beaches for small groups? The wildflower and biodiversity garden at 
Ballinskelligs beach car park is a wonderful project.  It is full of flowers and shrubs – all varieties suitable for the 
pollinators.  We look forward to seeing it in future years. In addition to the trees mentioned above, Coiste Forbartha 
na Sceilge have also planted a wildflower bee garden at Ballinskelligs Heritage Centre – we looked for this but didn’t 
see it.  We admired the roadside planting in the long, raised flower bed beside the Community Centre which was full 
of insect life when we visited.

You work hard to keep your large area, including 4 public beaches, litter free.  Compliments to all involved as when 
we visited the area was virtually litter free.  The bottle recycling areas were also neat and tidy and bins had been 
recently emptied when we visited. Weed growth detracted somewhat from the cable drum floral displays in the GAA 
area. The white walls along this Páirc Peile will take quite an amount of maintenance – would you think about 
growing some ivy or other climbing shrub? This will reduce maintenance, be pretty to look at and most of all be 
great for insects and birds.  The beds at the base of the walls were most unattractive – a few flowers had been 
added for colour, but truthfully these were unsuccessful.  We assume this is a work in progress?  Signage is clutter 
and detracts from an area. We recommend removing the three sponsor signs on the roadside of the wall and putting 
them on the inside.  Weed growth is a problem for most communities and in Ballinskelligs we found it too.  The 
junction of the kerb and road is the worst offender as this is what’s noticed first. We recommend that the volunteers 
also bring a hoe or wire brush and remove the weeds.  We were shocked by the amount of signage clutter at 
entrance to Ballinskelligs Beach. Please ask that these signs be organised in some manner so as to improve, what 
should be, a beautiful beach area.

Using old pots and pans etc to create flowerboxes sounds like a bit of fun and we sure the school children got 
involved with you in the project at the Community Centre.  We visited the polytunnel and saw the great display both 
inside the tunnel and in the beds adjacent. The school garden is wonderful – compliments to teachers and pupils.  
These gardens take time and we are always delighted to read about them.  The hens looked content – are they ever 
allowed outside the pen? The Green Day organised by Ballinskelligs Environmental Action Group (BEAG) was a 
resounding success and raised quite a lot of money for the local school garden project.  In addition to thirty 
exhibitors there were plant sales, children’s activities, free tree giveaway, recycling information and much more.  
Sounds like something that could be done annually? We look forward to seeing the results of this fundraiser in the 
coming years.  We read elsewhere that the aspiration of BEAG is to ‘create edible planting schemes on publicly 
accessible land throughout Ballinskelligs’ – sound like a very interesting project and please inform us of progress.

The village is a long village with individual single and two storey houses set in gardens which are landscaped with 
colourful flowers and low shrubs.  Many have vegetable plots sitting alongside their floral displays which was 
excellent.  The small enclave of houses at Páirc na Feise were well maintained, some with seasonal flowers and 
grasses in pots giving the estate a bright welcoming appearance.  Coil Trá is another small enclave of houses 
equally well maintained with beautiful evergreens forming the entrance. Cois Trá Upper gardens have matured and 
here we found beautiful clover laden lawns, low shrub planting and specimen trees.  Weed growth along the roads 
was evident in many of the housing estates which detracted from them. Encourage the formation of residents’ 
associations and advise them on natural weed control, pollinator friendly planting and grant applications etc.  We 
recommend that grass be allowed to grow in sections of the communal green spaces which are not used as play 
areas to give additional food and ground cover for insects and mammals.

Your village is accessed from the east and from the west along well-kept roads with neatly cut hedges giving good 
visibility to motorists.  Road surfaces are generally good and road marking clear on the main roads.  In the 
residential areas there is a distinct lack of road markings and the stop signs at the exits are worn in most locations.  
We almost missed the Baile na Sceilig Thoir and Rinn signs, which are quite beautiful. Pick out the lettering in a 
contrasting colour so that it is legible to the motorist and also trim back the growth just a little in front of the names.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

We enjoyed visiting your community and spent some time meandering around and seeing the results of your work. 
En-route we admired the metal alien sculpture …. made by a locally based artist? 
Please refer to the SDGs in your application form next year. Tidy Towns in conjunction with Limerick City and 
County Council ran a webinar on the Sustainable Development Goals in 2021 and the presentation is worth looking 
at as it will be helpful for your application next year. 
The link is : https://www.limerick.
ie/sites/default/files/media/documents/2021-03/sustainable-development-goals-helpful-hints.pdf

Thank you for entering the SuperValu Tidy Towns 2022 competition.
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