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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Thank you very much 
for your application to this year's competition, and including your map and Biodiversity Plan. You have a good sized 
Committee with 12 members and an additional 30 volunteers that you can call for which shows great community 
spirit. Also a great level of engagement with a wide variety of organizations, businesses, and various government 
bodies that help support and sponsor you in various ways, I counted 32 in all!. You mention that you did not 
participate in the competition for a number of years, but it looks as though you are definitely making up for lost time 
with all the work that you are carrying out. I was very interested as well to read how much community engagement 
and consultation takes place and that the decisions behind much of the projects that you decide to undertake is 
determined by an online poll, and great to read that your participation in the competition has been transformative for 
the village.
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There are some really striking buildings to be found in the village, those that caught my eye included Liam 
Moroney's with the colourful bicycle covered in crochet advertising the Woodford Greenway, the Wren Bar, Moran's 
Bar, and Keary's. The Credit Union building also looked very smart, and I was intrigued by the Woodford to Haiti 
sign at the Youth Club Hall. Barrack lane and the area beside it was full of interest, from the Village of the Iron Mills 
mural, the poster of the flora and fauna, not to mention the lighthouse, lovely planter and tractor seat, really 
charming. 
The Church and grounds looked immaculate with very fresh looking paintwork. Likewise the Woodford Convent 
National School and Mercy College both looked well. Unfortunately I was in the village too late in the evening to visit 
the Heritage Centre, a fine looking building and it would have been interesting to look inside. The Marian Shrine 
looked very well maintained and cared for.

44

The vintage farm machinery to be found throughout the village incorporated in your landscaping adds a quirky and 
charming nod to your agricultural history as well as being very eye catching. 
The Woodford Bay amenity area is a gorgeous haven to while away some time, and this was in excellent condition 
when I visited it, despite the fact that I am sure it must get many visitors. 
The landscaping at the church car park area looked well
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Mark
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Well done on the work you have done in this area including the development of your Three Year Biodiversity Plan 
as well as setting up a Biodiversity Group and obtaining training in the area. Your 'grá don Ghráig' brand is 
something that you live by and is more than just a slogan, an you are making sure that you follow best practice in 
conservation by taking on board expert advice as well as training. You are tackling invasive species such as 
Japanese Knotweek, maintaining wildflower meadows, educational signage to raise awareness, as well as providing 
bat boxes and duck nests. The Sensory Garden at Woodford Mercy College provides a respite for students from the 
hustle and bustle, and the 'Eat, Cook, Grow' programme is a very practical and effective way to get the younger 
members of the community to be more aware of how our actions impact on the environment and the inter 
dependence between humans and their environment.

On the day that I visited Woodford there was practically no litter to be seen in the general village area, and the Bring 
Bank/Recycling Centre was nearly spotless, with just a small bit of rubbish hidden between two of the units. It is 
clear that there is great pride and work being done to keep the village as pristine as possible, with regular litter 
picks. The 'Adopt a Patch' idea sounds like a fantastic way to for people to take ownership of a particular area and 
get a sense of satisfaction in it being kept clean. You are also doing a lot to educate and create awareness in 
relation to litter and waste with your campaign to get dog owners to take responsibility to 'bin the poo' as well the 
conscious cup campaign, and awareness raising on social media.

Good work in this category, you have really embraced the philosophy of waste and resource efficiency, and a lot of 
the planters, decorative elements etc to be found throughout the village include items that have been recycled or 
repurposed in order to give it a new lease of life, from your farm machinery furniture to Christmas decorations, great 
work. With regard to transport, you are looking to have an electric vehicle charging station in the village, encourage 
cycling through the provision of a bike shelter as well as your contribution to the consultation on the Athlone to 
Galway Greenway, as well as encouraging car pooling. Well done to Mercy College on their work maintaining an 
energy conservation Green Flag and their initiatives such as better insulation, energy efficient light bulbs and using 
sensors to ensure temperatures are maintained at a sustainable level. The Home Energy Saving Kit available at the 
library is a great way to enable people to undertake practical measures to help reduce their carbon footprint and 
save money at the same time. Great also to hear that you are encouraging as many businesses as possible to 
participate in The Refill.ie Tap Map.

There are some lovely houses to be found on the main street, many with lovely hanging baskets and planters and 
colourful paintwork. The Woodview Estate looked very well maintained, and the picnic benches must make it a very 
sociable place and a great way to meet those in the area, and the Clere's Lane area was very well presented. The 
slate signage to be found throughout the village are most attractive, and make you think about the various artisans 
and people who lived and worked in Woodford in years gone by. It is also noted that residential areas are conscious 
of the need for biodiversity and to use pollinator friendly plants whenever possible, and following the 'mow less' 
programme.

There is good maintenance to be seen on the approach roads, with some interesting vintage farm machinery to be 
spotted in various parts of the village, not to mention the Penny Farthing and High Nelly bikes. The planting on the 
Portumna road looked very well, with it's Oxeye Daisies creating a lovely welcome as you approach the village.The 
'Willie's Well' area was absolutely charming, beautifully enhanced with flowers and fairies!

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

This was my first time ever to visit Woodford, and it was an absolute pleasure, full of visual interest and charm, and 
we wish you the best of luck in the competition and look forward to seeing how your projects progress over the next 
few years.


