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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.... Thank you very 
much for your application to this year's competition , and thank you for providing a map as well as so many lovely 
photographs showcasing all the work that you carry out. For a small village you have a good number of people 
directly involved, with 10 on your Committee as well as another 8 volunteers, and it looks as though a lot of other 
people pitch in and get involved from time to time. It is great to hear that there are new families getting involved and 
that you have representatives from all your housing estates to ensure that every voice is heard with regard to 
residential areas.
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The restoration of Templetogher Mill and Heritage Area is a fantastic achievement, an absolutely beautiful place to 
visit, well done. Also great work on the accessibility of the village with your work on the continuation of the Bod 
Road Walk and to ensure that this is safe and accessible to all, a great community effort. 
The street furniture in the village was in good condition, as was the Credit Union Building and the Halla na 
Pharóiste.
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The area around the village square looked well, and both the hard and soft landscaping complemented each other, 
in particular there was very nice street furniture with a classic dark green colour scheme with the lamp standards, 
bench, not to mention the water pump all matching, just make sure to keep the painting of these freshened up as 
needed. The church area looked well presented, and the new landscaping works here will greatly enhance the area 
once these have matured a bit. 
You are very conscious of having as much colour and visual interest all year round as much as possible.
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The Heritage Area is a great haven for wildlife and encouraging bio-diversity, with the planting of native species and 
the addition of nesting boxes, bird feeders, wildlife garden, as well as a picnic area for visitors to rest and enjoy the 
tranquility. 
The 'Pots for Pollinators' project is a great initiative, a fun way to get young and old involved, including those with 
little garden space to do their bit for the bee and butterfly population as well as add a bit of colour to their garden or 
balcony. 
It would be interesting to read if you have any information in relation to the Swift Nest and Bat boxes, such as how 
many creatures are availing of these etc. 
The Wildlife Camp for children sounds absolutely delightful, and also the signs of Spring Nature Walk looks like it 
was a great success and enjoyed by all the children, and fantastic to get them enthusiastic and interested in the 
natural world around them at such a young age. I was very interested to hear of the conservation project to release 
200 ducks and pheasant and partridge, and look forward to hearing how the improved habitat works out. Well done 
also on your  pilot group for biodiversity and the workshops, and the virtual TidyTowns, great idea to keep people 
connected during the Pandemic!
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It would be interesting to read if you have any information in relation to the Swift Nest and Bat boxes, such as how 
many creatures are availing of these etc. 
The Wildlife Camp for children sounds absolutely delightful, and also the signs of Spring Nature Walk looks like it 
was a great success and enjoyed by all the children, and fantastic to get them enthusiastic and interested in the 
natural world around them at such a young age. I was very interested to hear of the conservation project to release 
200 ducks and pheasant and partridge, and look forward to hearing how the improved habitat works out. Well done 
also on your  pilot group for biodiversity and the workshops, and the virtual TidyTowns, great idea to keep people 
connected during the Pandemic!

Litter control is something you take very seriously, with regular litter pick ups both within the village and along the 
bog road. Not only are you dealing with the litter, but you make a big effort to try and prevent it in the first place by 
promoting litter awareness to try and ensure people are more conscious of what they do with their waste. This also 
extends to the problem of dog fouling and the various catchy signs to encourage people to clean up after their pets 
and your mutt mitt dispensers were noticed. The Bring Bank area looked clean on the day I visited and well 
maintained, 
 and well done on the work on power washing the streets.

Some good effort being made in this category, which includes;
-Reusable bottle being made available to the local football team to reduce plastic waste.
-The use of reusable coffee cups, with those who use these being offered a discount as an incentive. 
-Mulching of discarded Christmas trees to be reused, including as compost.
-Good use of the recycling centre.
-A local company (Expert Truck Dismantlers) who specialize in reusing parts so they can have a second life where 
possible rather than contributing to landfill. 
-The vegetable tunnel where flowers are grown from seed, as well as gathering leaves for use in compost etc. as 
well as reducing possible accidents from slipping on them. 
Other areas you could look at in the future include rainwater harvesting (you may already do this, but I didn't spot 
any explicit reference to it, and also look up the website of the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) which 
gives some good advice in relation to energy savings as well as information on grants available to both residential 
and commercial buildings.

Residential areas were all well presented and maintained, with some lovely flowers, planters and hanging baskets to 
be seen. As noted earlier, it is great that you are making sure that housing estates are included on the Committee in 
order to contribute ideas and input into what work may need to be carried out in these areas.

Overall, the approach roads are well maintained and well signposted.T he work on the approach road from 
Ballymoe was noticed, the stone wall looks very smart and the planting enhances this, as does the bench. The Súil 
Bhetty looks very well and we look forward to seeing this area in the future, once your plans to develop this area for 
nature and biodiversity is complete, and good to note that you are ensuring to maintain some verges uncut to help 
wildlife and biodiversity, and good to note that you are making sure that this is being done where it would not cause 
difficulties with visibility, or compromise road safety.  
The proposals for works to be done at the Kilnalag crossroad and the area opposite the Halla an Pharóiste are 
really interesting and well thought out, it is unusual to see so much thought being put into this area, and also to 
ensure that whatever you plant works well together and ensures that you have colour throughout as much of the 
year as possible.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit your lovely village for the first time, I particularly enjoyed exploring the Mill and Heritage 
area as well as a visit to the Well! Best of luck with your entry and we look forward to seeing the progress on your 
various projects next time round.


