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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.Thank you very much 
for your application to this year's competition and for providing so many lovely photographs of all the work that you 
are doing. Although you have a relatively small committee of 7, you have an astonishing number of around 150 
volunteers that you can call on, and quite a multinational set of people at that, which must make for great community 
spirit and connection. Similarly, there is an impressive number of organisations, clubs as well as government 
organisations that either support or sponsor your work. It is great to hear that you also make sure to engage the 
younger members of your community, and the colouring competition with 88 classes involved sounds like a fantastic 
way to have fun whilst raising awareness of the environment at the same time. There has been a lot of changes 
stemming from Covid over the past couple of years, and although the return to our normal meant a reduction in the 
amount of time that many people could commit to, it sounds as though you have been able to rally the community 
around, and the fact that you now have so many dedicated helpers to assist with your litter picking drives is a credit 
to you.
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Your programme of hanging baskets is admirable, and I was very glad to read that these are self watering, as apart 
from the sustainability issues, it would be very difficult to make the time to water all 148 baskets! These create a 
wonderful splash of colour around the town. In addition, you have numerous window boxes, planters as well as 
other containers. The work that you are undertaking in relation to improving your street frontages may be a source 
of frustration at the moment, but if you persevere with it I am sure the results will be well worth it, and we look 
forward to seeing the development of this in the future. The upgrade of the Bishop St. Car park was noticed, a really 
good job here and
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You are very fortunate to have an amenity such as the Palace grounds in your town, and the Green Flag that you 
achieved for the the park is very well deserved, from the pollinator friendly plants at the entrance to the amenity 
furntiture such as picnic benches, seating, bins etc, this is a wonderful asset for the residents of Tuam to enjoy, and 
indeed there were many people enjoying it, relaxing, walking and children to be found playing when I visited. 
Overall, there is some really good landscaping to be found in Tuam, in addition to all the lovely planters, hanging 
baskets etc. there is a lovely walk along the river from the Memorial Garden, and the restored Millwheel was lovely. 
and good to hear of the new 13 month grass cutting regime in order to develop an organic wildflower meadow area. 
Best of luck with your plans to plant the 300 trees that you have obtained from CRANN, and your research into the 
riverbank development at the inner relief road.
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riverbank development at the inner relief road.

Lots being done here to preserve and educate about the flora and fauna to be seen in your town and environs. This 
included talks on Swifts, and how we can help them thrive. The River Nanny is a precious resource and you are 
doing a lot to ensure this is maintained, including research into the flow of the river and its impacts, liaising with 
LAWPRO, and of course the lovely sign on the banks of the river which is absolutely beautiful and a great way to 
get people to be more aware of this wonderful area. You are doing a lot to make sure that you include pollinator 
friendly plants and perennials whenever possible, and we look forward to seeing the 70 wild flower boxes next year.

You are putting a lot of effort into this category of the competition, and it is paying off. Overall the streets of Tuam 
were relatively clean and litter free, though there was some small amount of litter to be seen at the Bring Bank 
centre on the day that I visited. Once we were out of lockdowns you made a huge effort to bolster your team of litter 
pickers and now have a very impressive number of 33 litter pickers to count on. It is fantastic to read that the 
children of Cul na Gréine, out of their own initiative have formed their own litter picking group, we can see these 
being TidyTowns leaders in the future!. The Palace grounds are a great resource, and the new bins were noticed as 
were the dogs for pet owners to enable them to clean up after their mutts. 
Other work that you looking at doing here includes looking into the cleaning ofthe cobble lock in the centre of the 
town, which should pay big dividends to the appearance of the town once completed.

There is a lot of work being done in relation to sustainability, in particular the work that you are doing with the 
younger members of your community in the schools. Some of this includes water conservation through the use of 
your rainwater harvesting water butt, and also saving water in the classrooms, garden and toilets. By only allowing 
reusable bottles you are helping educate the students to think about the environment and the resources they 
consume whilst also reducing their usage of single use plastic, as well as potentially cutting down on litter caused by 
these as well. Well done on the school for earning the Water Flag, it it sounds as they it is very well deserved. 
Other initiatives include your ecologically friendly 6,000 - litre rainwater harvesting system, as well as various craft 
fairs which included hand crafted items as well as products made by recycling various materials. Have you taken a 
look at the website of the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) for some ideas in relation to energy 
savings? also some good advice on the various grants available to both residential and commercial buildings.

Some really interesting work being done in this category. The majority of housing developments are well presented 
and the Palace Fields development looked very well.
The creation of the perennial pollinators between St Joseph's Park and the Palace fields has a mix of 22 different 
species, plenty to help our bee and butterfly population. The walk at Glass Avenue is beautiful and the upgrade 
looks great, and it will look a treat for the eyes in Spring when the flowers are in bloom. The sign by the Mercy 
College Students in memory of Ann Marie McHugh who died on 9/11 is a beautiful tribute to this sad loss.

Well done on your planting of 800 tree whips at the bypass at Airglooney, and it sounds  like it was a great 
community effort, with 16 volunteers including the assistance of Galway Conservation volunteers, not too mention 7 
car loads of seaweed, great work altogether. The new footpath on upper Dublin Road was noticed, and we look 
forward to seeing your progress on the feasibility of having flower beds on your roundabouts, as well as your 
discussions with TII, it would be also useful to talk to other TidyTowns groups to see what they have planted in 
terms of visibility and safety, manageability, as well as being pollinator friendly.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit Tuam, and to see all the work that has been achieved since the last time that I was here, 
and we wish you the best of luck in this year's competition and with all your many future projects.


