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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Thank you very much 
for your application to this year's competition and for providing a map, your 3 Year Annual Plan as well as so many 
photos showing you work in progress. You have regular meetings and communications, and great to hear that you 
link in with representatives from both local secondary and primary schools.  It is also great to hear that you get 
assistance from St. Dympna's Adult Day Centre to help pick litter, and the planned planting workshop sounds like it 
will be a very useful event. Well done on your public workshop on biodiversity and wildlife, and your efforts at 
increasing the amount of pollinator friendly plants to help our bee and butterfly populations has been noticed, and it 
was good to read that the work that the TidyTowns Committee does has been a positive force in developing your 
town and community.
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There were some some very eyecatching shopfronts to be found in Portumna, including Curley's Bar, Licorice 
health Foods shop, and An Caisleán,
A very striking and beautiful mural showing all kinds of different native wildlife such as badgers and foxes and owls 
was seen and greatly admired. 
It is unfortunate that there are quite a few derelict buildings to be found in the town, and I read on your form, that 
you are hoping to do some work in the future by boarding windows and painting the buildings to give them a more 
attractive appearance, and it might be a good idea to see what has been done by other TidyTowns groups in 
neighbouring towns and villages. There are some very fine public buildings in Portumna, and well done on the work 
on the upkeep of the Town Hall, and your work on making it more energy sustainable, as well as the work on the 
Courthouse and Bridewell, and it will be fantastic to have this for use in the future as a community enterprise and 
social hub, also, the  Library was clean and well maintained and the landscaping in front of it was well done, and the 
church and surrounding area also looked well. We also look forward to seeing the biodiversity friendly walled garden 
in The Castle when this is fully developed, it sounds like a fantastic project.

48

Portumna Forest Park is a wonderful amenity for both locals as well as visitors to the town, and I was delighted to 
read that funding has been allocated in order to refurbish the facilities, including the toilets as well as the 
replacement of some of the bog bridge sections and other maintenance works. Well done on obtaining funding for 
the playground and also that you are making sure to take accessibility into account so that it can be enjoyed by all. 
Well done to your Community School TY students on the planting of 280 native trees as part of the @EasytreesIE 
project to plant 1 million native trees by 2023, great work!
Some exciting future projects also in the works, and when the Portumna Blueway is completed it will be a great 
asset to the town, especially its linkages with the Portumna Recreational Area.
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project to plant 1 million native trees by 2023, great work!
Some exciting future projects also in the works, and when the Portumna Blueway is completed it will be a great 
asset to the town, especially its linkages with the Portumna Recreational Area.

There is a wealth of natural amenities to be found in Portumna, from the Forest Park, the lakeshore area, 
woodlands as well as Lough Derg, all of which contribute greatly to the diversity of flora and fauna to be found in the 
area, and it is great that you are very focussed on biodiversity and wildlife and held a public workshop on the subject 
and increased the amount of pollinator plants being used in the town, and this work is being informed by teh 
biodiversity survey done by the Port Omna Beo group and Action Plan. 
You are currently looking in the planning stage of the creation of a community orchard which will help provide fruit 
for the local community and will use native species. 
The Portumna An Gáirdín group incorporating a garden as well as an education/ecology centre sounds like an 
amazing amenity to have in your town, through providing educational courses such as 'A Spoonful of Sustainability', 
as well as the one on 'Towards 2030' with Transition Year students.

The Bring Bank area was very clean on the day that I visited, great work as this can often be a difficult area to keep 
clean, and I note that there have been issues with this area in the past. Well done on your participation in the An 
Taisce Spring Clean day, or days in your case, a lot of work being done on the ground to keep litter under control, 
and the new solar waste bins were spotted and hopefully these will also help. 
Your 'Adopt a Street' campaign is a fantastic way to create a sense of ownership and responsibility by both business 
owners and residents and to ensure that they keep their own 'patch' clean. The area around the marina was very 
clean and Your Mutt Mitts were spotted as well, and it looks as though people are heeding the message that they 
need to clean up after their pets here. As well as all the work that you are doing, it will be great to get the assistance 
of the TUS employees, so hopefully this will come to pass.

A lot of good practical projects in this category, including plans to organize an indoor market for people to sell 
secondhand items to give them a new lease of life, local produce which is not only sustainable as it reduces air 
miles and waste, it is also very beneficial for the local economy and can also help raise funds. 
The Portumna is An Gáirdín group incorporating a garden as well as an education/ecology centre sounds like an 
amazing amenity to have in your town, through providing educational courses such as 'A Spoonful of Sustainability', 
as well as the one on 'Towards 2030' with Transition Year students.
Other initiatives include recycling old spectacles, as well as a 'cash for clobber' fundraiser, and the installation of a 
second Electric Vehicle charging point.

The entrance to the Shannon Park housing estate was very well presented with a clear sign and nicely landscaped 
bed, and Marian Park also looked well maintained,
The little grotto area was an interesting feature, and the bike with Failte added a nice touch of interest (just to make 
sure that any planters or decorative pieces don't have an adverse effect on accessibility). There appears to be very 
good engagement with the various estates, and this is achieved through sub-groups in residential areas with 
representatives from each estate who get involved with the maintenance and care of their own area. It was good to 
see name signs at the entrance to estates, it is amazing how often there is none which can be quite frustrating at 
times when trying to located somewhere. Well done to the two teenagers who cleared the area at the entrance to 
Forest Glade and then developed a pollinator friendly wildflower area, a great example to follow.

The entrance signs to Portumna all looked very clean and well washed,  however the stone sign (beside the 
Portumna and Lough Derg signs) was quite a bit obscured and difficult to see and would benefit from a slight tidy up 
here. The grass verges were all in good condition and there were very few weeds to be seen, obviously as a result 
of your concerted efforts in this regard. The Copper Beech trees on the approach to the town through Clonfert 
Avenue looked very attractive, and must look fantastic in Spring when the daffodils are in bloom. A few interesting 
future projects such as the Waterways Ireland planned improvement of the Connaught Harbour, the Portumna 
Blueway, as well as work to improve the footpaths in the town and we look forward to seeing how these progress.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was an absolute pleasure to visit Portumna, it has been a while since I have last been here and a lot of hard work 
to be seen, we wish you the best of luck in this year's competition and look forward to seeing some of your projects 
such as The Blueway when completed in the future.


