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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Thank you very much 
for your application to this year's competition and for including so many lovely photographs showcasing all the 
wonderful work that you are doing as well as the video which is a really novel and informative way of showing 
everything that is being done. There appears to be a wonderful sense of community in Newbridge, with plenty of 
meetings and activities and different groups supporting each other which is fantastic, including local businesses, 
sports groups as well as other organisations. A very sociable place where you seem to work hard, and play hard, 
and the Summer Solstice celebrations sound fantastic.
Well done on the work you are doing in response to the ongoing war in Ukraine and for doing your bit with the work 
done on a local schoolhouse to host refugees. I like the fact that you welcome new volunteers in your video and also 
that you are open to new ideas and ways of doing things, and good luck with your aims to recruit some of the 
younger residents of the village to get involved in some capacity on the Committee.
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There was an absolutely beautiful planter to be found beside the old red water pump, also admired was the colourful 
painted Irish Water Installation box with it's foxgloves, poppies and bees painted on it.  The church and grounds 
were well maintained, with some vibrantly coloured planters to be found on the low stone wall opposite. The painted 
old farm machinery beside the pollinator planting was extremely attractive and eye-catching. There are some great 
facilities to be found in the area including the St Brendan's GAA grounds, with its new walkway and lighting, as well 
as the Shiven Rovers grounds, as well as some interesting heritage sites such as the old Mill, and Killian Graveyard, 
and the River Shiven area with a fantastic information sign.
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The Community Garden beside Newbridge Social Centre was charming and we spotted the sign indicating that you 
are endeavouring to be pollinator friendly to help our bee population, along with a lovely herb garden, berry bed, bug 
hotel and some nice planters also to be seen in front of the centre. The colourful benches were very pretty and  this 
must be a lovely spot to while away some time. I also really liked the planted tree trunks and would love to see this 
when it is a fully fledged fairly village! The pictures you included of the daffodil planting show what a delight these 
must be in Spring when in full bloom. 
Well done on the planting of native trees as well as apple trees and aiming to plant more fruit trees and bushes, 
along with keeping as much as wild or 're wilding'
The boards showing all the local birdlife, and the one showing various bats, butterflies and other creatures 
(presumably drawn by school children) was absolutely charming
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Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:
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The boards showing all the local birdlife, and the one showing various bats, butterflies and other creatures 
(presumably drawn by school children) was absolutely charming

The Newbridge Nature Trail was delightful, though it may be no harm to give a very slight trim to ensure the finger 
signs remain visible, and there is a lovely wooden shelter with some lovely hand drawn pictures of bats and other 
wildlife, however there is plenty of space for some more information and pictures to be posted here. 
You have bird feeders as well as nesting spots, as well as homes for hedgehogs and bats!
I was very interested to hear of the "We are the Ark" global initiative, something I have to admit that I had not heard 
of.

The village was practically litter free on the day I visited, very well done.  The Bring Bank area overall was in really 
good condition, and very nicely screened by a wooden fence, and was practically pristine bar a few stray socks that 
didn't quite make their way into the clothes recycling bin. This is obviously the result of your very strong litter control 
routine, including the monitoring of the village daily by FÁS employees as well as your year round litter rota, as well 
as participating in the annual Spring Clean. Well done on your plans to investigate how to reduce the waste from 
such things as plastic bottles and coffee cups

We note the plans to have a green house in the Community Garden to plant seeds and to replant in order to be 
distributed throughout the village, which is not only economical but also very sustainable, a very good initiative, and 
also your plans to compost, as well as recycling as much material as you can to be used for planters, the new 
greenhouse etc. Indeed, you have your own dedicated recycling centre and bottle bank area which was very nicely 
screened off. You are also carrying out rainwater harvesting, with water butts distributed throughout the village, and 
we note that the number of rainwater harvesting butts has been trebled. I must comment also that the signs that you 
have used for the recycling area, water butts etc are very attractive and nicely done, with lovely font as well as 
illustrations such as the rain cloud with the hand underneath collecting water, absolutely gorgeous. The 
Permaculture Workshops organised by Thirdspace and Artfarm sounded like a really interesting event.

Overall, the standard of residential homes and buildings throughout the village was excellent, with some really nice 
landscaping and flowers to be seen. Some excellent individual effort  We liked the commemorative plaque and trail 
signs, there was lovely signs to be found around the village including many being bilingual.

The stone Failte go Droichead Nua sign, with its lovely illustrative bridge picture is most charming and sets a really 
good tone as you approach Newbridge. Your approach roads are all very well presented and create a very good first 
impression, no mean feat considering you are situated at a crossroads on the busy N63. Footpaths and roads within 
the village are good. The verge and Seven Oaks on the Ballygar road were admired as was the incorporated 
seat/planter.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was an absolute pleasure to visit Newbridge, a really lovely village with a huge amount of things to see 
considering it's relatively small size, and we wish you the best of luck in the competition and with all your future 
projects.


