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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór. Welcome to the 2022 
SuperValu TidyTowns competition, and thank you for your entry. 
You  have a healthy number of 8 members on your committee as well as up to an additional 20 volunteers, and it is 
great to hear that despite the challenges of Covid that you were still able to continue with outdoor meetings as well 
as working on litter control, flower planting and upkeep etc. with each member working in the way that felt most 
comfortable to them. You were also able to keep the lines of communications open using various methods such as 
the church newsletter, local radio as well as social media such as Facebook and WhatsApp. You enjoy some varied 
sponsorship and support from An Taisce, Galway County Council to Pieta House, the Christmas Wonderland Walk 
in the woods sounds fantastic. It is good to hear that the younger members of your village are also actively involved, 
with input from both primary and secondary schools, I think the decorated milk carton tea lights must have been 
great fun for the students to make, and it is good to hear that further Christmas lights can be facilitated through the 
new ESB mini pillar power points.

44

Accessibility it one issue that isn't perhaps addressed as often as it should be so it is fantastic to see that you are 
actively addressing, with a new wheelchair accessible bench to be installed, as well as discussing the issue with 
Galway County Council to work out a plan. 
The majority of the shopfronts in your village are well presented and maintained, some that stood at as particularly 
attractive included An Siopa Eile with its rich green paint and traditional font, Shannon Dry Cleaners, and the Malt 
House with its mustard colour was striking and the three tiered planter in the square looked very well. There is some 
dereliction in the village as is unfortunately only too common throughout some of rural Ireland and maybe there is 
some work that you can do here in conjunction with the local authority to identify the owner of these buildings and 
look for permission to paint them to at least improve the visual aesthetic of them. Public places that looked 
particularly well are the church and also good work at the community centre.
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You are doing a good bit of work in this category in relation to the maintenance and upkeep of your landscaping, 
planters, and hanging baskets, and it is great to hear that you are making sure that all of the flowers used are bee 
friendly, and good work on your wildflower and herb garden, and also that you are reusing flowers and collecting 
seeds to be as sustainable as possible. We also note your plans to harvest water which will also be more 
sustainable and help have a water supply in those months when there is not as much rainfall. The riverside walk is a 
lovely amenity to have, and is a beautiful spot to while away some time. The Bellew Riverside Park sign could 
perhaps do with a bit of a refresh, but this is just a minor point, and the signage at Mountbellew Forest, and the 
Wlled Garden are excellent. The landscaping around the Old Forge Museum is lovely and enhances this area very 
well.
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sustainable and help have a water supply in those months when there is not as much rainfall. The riverside walk is a 
lovely amenity to have, and is a beautiful spot to while away some time. The Bellew Riverside Park sign could 
perhaps do with a bit of a refresh, but this is just a minor point, and the signage at Mountbellew Forest, and the 
Wlled Garden are excellent. The landscaping around the Old Forge Museum is lovely and enhances this area very 
well.

Well done on carrying out a biodiversity plan and we look forward to hearing about the implementation of that in the 
future. Another interesting project you have in train is the Riverside Park and the plans that you have to enhance the 
walkways and make this amenity more attractive, and it is great to hear that you are getting local national school 
children and TY students involved in the upkeep of this area and keeping it litter free.

Well done on all the work you do in this area, especially in conjunction with your local CE scheme which carries out 
daily litter control. The whole of Mountbellew appears to be very committed to keeping it as clean as possible, with 
the annual spring clean,  and great to hear that you have noticed people picking litter as they walk, and that local 
businesses as well as schools also help with the task. Dog litter can be an issue in a lot of towns and villages and 
well done on your work in the reduction of this with the provision of dog litter dispensers to help prevent dog fouling 
on the roads and streets. There was unfortunately quite a bit of discarded fast food packaging at certain points 
throughout the square which is unfortunate, perhaps you could try and engage some of these businesses to see if 
they can do anything to assist in the cleaning up of this sort of litter.

Some of the actions that you are taking in this category include;
-using local river water for planters and hanging baskets, with plans for water harvesting in the future with funding 
obtained for a water harvesting tank.
-Reusing flowers and obtaining seeds from flowers to be planted the following year.
-Upcycling materials such as jam jars for lights, and baskets, and pallets, for decorations for your Christmas 
Wonderland Walk. 
- Installation of 3 power points.
- Plans in place for a "walking bus" to the local school.
-You mention a 'Smart Village Team', it would be interesting to hear a bit more about them and their activities.

It is obvious that residents of Mountbellew take great pride in where they live and most residential areas looked 
clean and tidy and well maintained. Areas visited included Treanrevagh, Pairc na gCon which had some really nice 
landscaping near the entrance. It would be nice to get a bit more information in your entry form about the work being 
done in residential areas, are there resident's associations, any plans for pollinator friendly planting etc.

There is a lovely raised stone bed at the main Mountbellew sign which is very attractive and creates a good first 
impression. I really liked the colourful red wheelbarrow planter as well as the yellow bicycle, a good way of upcycling 
unwanted items, sometimes this can be overdone, but you have it just right here. You have some beautiful stone 
walls to be seen throughout the village which greatly enhances it and good to see that the majority of these are 
being well maintained.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit Mountbellew, in particular the lovely river walk and forest, and we wish you the best of luck 
in this year's competition and with all your future projects.


